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November 10, 1910
Edwin Scheier born in the Bronx, New York.
Emmanuel Scheier, Edwin’s father dies soon thereafter leaving 
the family in poverty. 

c. 1922 Ed discovers the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
He is especially fascinated by the suits of armor for horses.

c. 1924 Ed �nishes grammar school, marking 
the end of his formal education.

c. 1929 Ed lands a position as an apprentice to silversmith Peter 
Mueller-Monk. A new interest in art is born. He embarks on his 
own educational path attending free lectures at the Cooper Union. 

c. 1932 Ed begins creating puppets and performing 
somewhat subversive puppet shows in Union Square.  

1937 Ed is hired by the Federal Art Project (part of the WPA) to 
develop a travelling puppet show to entertain workers and 
families at Civilian Conservation Corps camps around the country.  

1932 League of New Hampshire 
Arts and Crafts founded. 

1968 League of New Hampshire 
Arts and Crafts changes its name 
to the League of New Hampshire 
Craftsmen.

1964 League of New Hampshire 
Arts and Crafts moves its annual 
fair to Mt. Sunapee State Park 
where it is still held today.

1933 Approximate start of the 
Mid-Century Modern movement 
in art and architecture.

1937 Mary and Edwin marry and soon begin teaching for the WPA 
in Tennessee where they are introduced to ceramics by 
Hewitt Wilson from the Univ. of Washington.

1951 David Campbell designs a house for the couple 
in Durham.

1950 Isadore Zimmerman, an avid Scheier collector, 
builds a Manchester, N.H. home to showcase his 

collection. The house, designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright is now owned by the Currier Museum.

1958 The Scheiers return to Mexico.

1960 The Scheiers retire from UNH and spend winters in Oaxaca, 
Mexico.

1953 The Scheiers travel to Mexico for Ed’s sabbatical year. 
Precolumbian art begins to in�uence their work.

1966 The Currier Museum of Art in 
Manchester, N.H. hosts a show

of Edwin’s work.

1992 The Currier Museum of Art in Manchester, N.H. hosts a 
retrospective of Edwin’s work.

1980s Ed sees his pottery work in a New 
York gallery. Astonished at the price and 
growing demand for his work he 
resumes working in clay.

1992 Ed and Mary receive the Pettee 
Medal from UNH.

1966 Mary gives up pottery due to arthritis.

1968 The Scheiers move full-time Oaxaca Mexico. They 
study the techniques of the Zapotec peoples in weaving, 
painting, sculpture, and pottery. 

1978 Ed and Mary move to Green Valley, Arizona.

2000 At age 90, Ed begins 
creating artwork on a computer. 

He is both frustrated and 
invigorated by the challenge.

May 9, 1908
Mary Goldsmith born in Salem, Virginia.

1926 Mary moves to New York to study art at the Art 
Students League of New York, the Grand Central School of 

Art and the New York School of Fine and Applied Arts.

1930 Mary studies art in Paris. 1931 After a short time at home in Virginia, Mary moves 
back to NYC. She meets Edwin Scheier in passing at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

1933 Mary moves back to Virginia.

1935 Mary as director of the Big Stone Gap and 
Abbington Arts Centers develops her skills as a teacher.

1929
The stock market crashes.
The Great Depression begins. 

1914 – 1918
World War I

1935 Works Progress Administration 
approved by Congress. The WPA, part 
of Franklin Roosevelt’s “New Deal” 
eventually employs 8.5 million 
people. It is credited with helping to 
launch the careers of many artists.

1939 Germany invades Poland 
starting World War II.

1945 WWII ends.

1939 The Scheiers establish Hillcrock Pottery, in Glade 
Springs, VA, making and selling small sculptures and  

pottery using local clays. Their work is sold in NYC.

1939 Eleanor Roosevelt receives The Square Dancers, a small 
�gurative sculpture by Mary as a gift.

1940 The Scheiers win the �rst of many awards at the Ceramic 
National competition in Syracuse, NY.

1940 Facilitated by Architect David Campbell of the League 
of New Hampshire Craftsmen, Ed is o�ered a teaching 

position at the University of New Hampshire. 
Mary becomes an artist-in-residence. 1942 Ed volunteers for service in the Army Air Corps. and is trained 

as a bombsight specialist. 

1942 Mary assumes Ed’s teaching responsibilities at UNH.

1943 Mary teaches puppetry within the rapidly
expanding occupational therapy department. 

1944 Mary invited to teach at the 
Rhode Island School of Design. 

1945 The couple travels to Puerto Rico to train 
islanders in ceramics. 

1945 - 1965  Mary and Ed establish themselves as two of 
America’s most creative and productive studio potters.

May 14, 2007
Mary’s death

April 20, 2008
Edwin’s death

1938 Ed and Mary resign their posts with the WPA, and 
after a period as itinerant puppeteers become potters.

1937 In his new role as �eld supervisor of craft programs, 
Ed meets Mary again as he visits her arts center. 

1965 Approximate end of the 
Mid-Century Modern movement 
in art and architecture.
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