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BACKGROUND TO THE INSTITUTE
OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND
THE IPA DEAKIN UNIVERSITY
SME RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP

The Institute of Public Accountants (IPA) is one of the three legally recognised professional accounting bodies in
Australia. The IPA was established in 1923 and has grown rapidly in recent years to represent more than 35,000
members and sfudenfs in Australia and in more than 80 countries. The IPA has offices around Australia and in
London, Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Kuala lumpur and Hong Kong. It has a range of partnerships with other
global accounting bodies. The IPA is a full member of the International Federation of Accountants and has over
6,000 individual accounting practices in its network, generating in excess of $2.1 billion in accounting services

fees annually. The IPA's unique proposition is that it is for small business; providing personal, practical and valued
services fo its members and their clients/employers. More than 75 per cent of IPA members work directly in or with
small business every day. The IPA has a proud record of innovation and was recognised in 2012 by BRW as one of

Australia’s top 20 most innovative companies.

In 2013, the IPA partnered with Deakin University to form the IPA Deakin University SME Research Partnership, a first
in Australia. The goal of the partnership is to bring together practitioner insights with cutfing edge SME academic
research fo provide substantive policy input. This Australian Small Business White Paper builds upon the solid work

plan that has delivered a range of SME policy events and publications to date.
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