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APA STYLE: Title Page (informal) 
Based on the sixth edition of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association © 2010  

Note:  The symbol § indicates reference to numbered sections of the APA Manual. 

 
 
If you are writing a formal research report in APA style, you will want to consult the APA manual (§2.01-
2.03, 8.03, and p.41) regarding the title, byline, and author note, which together comprise the title page.  For 
many student papers, however, your professor may prefer a relaxed format.  Occasionally, a professor may 
ask you to move the title page to the end of your paper; this measure is intended to reduce bias in reading and 
grading the content. Here, then, is a suggested informal title page, suitable for a variety of student papers. 
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Title (§2.01): Center the title 
(no longer than 12 words) in 
the upper half of the page. 
Capitalize prominent words 
and words of four letters or 
more (§4.15). 

Identify the course, the 
professor, and the date on 
which you submit the paper. 
This information, which is not 
part of a formal APA title 
page, may be single-spaced or 
double-spaced, as you wish. 

Include the words 
“Running head” 
and a colon before 
the shortened title, 
no longer than 50 
characters. All 
other pages carry 
only the shortened 
title (§8.03; p. 41). 

Page number 
(§8.03; p. 41):  
Using the “page 
header” function, 
place the page 
number flush right. 
The title page is 
page 1.  

Byline (§2.02; Table 2.1):
For two authors, list both 
names in full, separated by 
the word and.  For three or 
more authors, omit their 
middle initials, and separate 
the names by commas, 
adding and before the final 
author’s name.  Note: In 
formal style the byline 
includes the author’s name 
and institutional affiliation 
(§2.02). 

Font (§8.03): A serif 
font, such as Times 
New Roman (12-
point) is preferred.  
Do not use bold-faced 
type on the title page. 
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