ACADEMIC SKILLS CENTRE, DAWSON COLLEGE

    D5.1


Title Page Formats

For major assignments, including term papers, a formal title page is expected. Often, teachers will require you to follow the actual MLA or APA format. (Current versions of these formats are shown of the back of this sheet.) 
In other cases, teachers will prefer a simple, traditional title page like the one shown below. (Individual teachers might specify certain variations on this format.) Always check your instructions or consult with your teacher.

Meanwhile, for minor assignments, a separate title page is often not required. Many teachers prefer simple headings at the top of page 1: name, date, course, and teacher’s name, as well as an actual heading or title.


A Traditional Title Page Format

· About one third of the way down the page, centre the 
title.

(Capitalize the appropriate first letters, but do not 
underline, italicize, or use bold or oversize type. 
If it occupies more than one line, single-space it.)

· Near the bottom of the page, centre your name, the 
name and number of the course, your teacher’s name, 
and the due date of the paper. 

(The final line should be approximately an inch from the 
bottom of the page.) 

General Tips
· For the entire paper—including the title page—use standard-size type (usually12-point) in a plain font such as Times New Roman or Arial.

· Remember that your title should not be underlined, in bold, oversize, or in a different font. 
Only first letters of the appropriate words should be capitalized.

· Your title should be very specific, indicating the actual main point of your paper, not just its overall topic. (It is often appropriate to use a main title and subtitle, separated by a full colon, as shown above.)
· The date on your paper should be its due date, even if the paper is submitted earlier or later.

· The date should be written out in full, as shown in the model above.
Current MLA Style

· In the header space at the top right, about half an inch
from the top of the page, type your last name followed

by two spaces and then the number 1.

(This header will be repeated with the page numbers on 

all the following pages of the paper.)

· At the top left-hand corner, type your full name, your
teacher's name, the course name and number, and 
the paper’s due date (double-spaced). 
· Centre your title, double-spacing if more than one line

is used.

· Begin the essay, double-spacing and indenting each 

paragraph. 






APA Style for Student Papers

· In the header space, on the left, identify your ‘running 
head’ by typing  in a concise version of your title, 

capitalized as shown. Add the number 1 at the right.
(The running head itself will be repeated with the 
page numbers at the top of all the following pages
of the paper—including the References page.)
· In the top portion of the page, centre your title. 

(Capitalize the appropriate first letters, but do not 
underline, italicize, or use bold or oversize type.)
· Below the title, at roughly the middle of the page,

centre your name and the name of the College.
· Below that, add the course and its number, the teacher's 
name, and the due date of the paper. (The final line should 
be roughly an inch from the bottom of the page.)
· Note that everything on the title page is double-spaced. 
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         The actual text of the essay begins here, on the same page, with the       introductory paragraph.  Note that in this format, there is no separate title 


page, and everything in the entire paper is double-spaced.
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