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Welcome To
COMMITTING TO CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

We’re glad you’ve chosen to find out more about New Beginnings! This class is the basic
introduction to our church family. Since we have members from many different church
backgrounds, this class was designed to clearly explain who and what our church is.

Committing to Church Membership is divided into four sessions of an hour each.

THE BASIS FOR THIS CLASS

“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people
and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together
and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. Ephesians 2:19

Key Truths:

1. 'The church is a FAMILY

2. God expects you to be a MEMBER of a church family.

3. A Christian without a church family is an _ ORPHAN

THE GOAL OF THIS CLASS

That I will commit myselfto _ CHRIST _ and to the NEW BEGINNINGS
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP FAMILY

WHAT MAKES NEW BEGINNINGS A FAMILY
Four things unite us:
¢  Ouwur Strategy (Our purpose and how we fulfill our purpose)
e Our Structure (When and where we fulfill our purpose)
e Our Salvation (What God has done for us)

e Our Statement (What we believe and practice)
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SEMINAR OUTLINE

SESSION ONE: OUR STRATEGY

*  Our Purpose Statement

»  Circles of commitment/Four commitments
¢ New Beginnings Mission

*  New Beginnings Vision

SESSION TwO: OUR STRUCTURE
¢ How our church is structured
¢ Qur affiliation
e What it means to be a member

SESSION THREE: OUR SALVATION

*  What it means to be a Christian
* The symbols of salvation: Baptism and Communion

SESSION FOUR: OUR STATEMENTS

¢ Our Faith Statement
* The New Beginnings Membership Agreement
* Steps to becoming a member at New Beginnings Christian Fellowship



Session One
The New Beginnings Christian
Fellowship Strategy

(Paul) “To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so
that by all possible means [ might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that [ may
share in its blessings.” 1 Corinthians 9:22-23
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OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT
Why We Exist As A Church

The purpose of our church is summarized in a single sentence based on two key scriptures:

“WE BELIEVE A GREAT COMMITMENT TO THE GREAT COMMANDMENT AND
THE GREAT COMMISSION WILL GROW A GREAT CHURCH!”

The Great Commandment: “Jesus said, Love the Lord your God with all your heart...soul...and mind.
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. Al the
Law and Prophets hang on these two commandments.”” Matt. 22:36-40

The Great Commission: “Jesus said, ‘Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded yon.”
Matt. 28:19-20

o To “Love God with all your heart” is “WORSHIP”.

o To “Love your neighbor as yourself” is “MINISTRY ™.

o« Ty “Go...make disciples” is “EVANGELISM”.

Ty “Baptize...” is to “INCORPORATE INTO FELLOWSHIP”.

o To “Teach them...all things” is “DIS CIPLESHIP”.

NEW BEGINNINGS EXISTS:
1. To CELEBRATE God’s Presence (Worship)
2. To DEMONSTRATE God’s Love (Ministry)
3. To COMMUNICATE God’s Word (Evangelism)
4. To INCORPORATE God’s Family (Fellowship)

5. To EDUCATE God’s People (Discipleship)
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I. WE EXIST TO CELEBRATE GOD’S PRESENCE
WORSHIP

“Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.” Matthew 4:10

“..The Father seeks worshipers...and His worshipers nust worship Him in spirit and in truth.”
John 4:23-24

Expressions of Worship

* Singing (Eph. 5:19) (Col. 3:16) (Ps. 7:17) “I will praise the 1.ord according to His righteousness,
And will sing praise to the name of the Lord Most High.”

*  Commitment (Romans 12:1-2) 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

»  Praying (I Thess. 5:17) “Pray without ceasing.”

* Hearing the Word (Rom. 10:17) “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.”

*  Giving Mal. 3:10,11) 10 “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My
house, And try Me now in this,” Says the Lord of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of
heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it. 11 “And I
will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, Nor shall the
vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” Says the Lord of hosts;”

*  Baptism (Romans 6:3-4) 3 “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into deat),
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life.”

*  Meditating (Ps. 63:6) 6 “When I remember You on my bed, 1 meditate on Y ou in the night watches
(Ps. 104:34) 34 May my meditation be sweet to Hins; 1 will be glad in the 1 ord.”

*  Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:23-26) 23 “For I received from the Iord that which 1 also delivered to
you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and said, “T'ake, eat; this is My body which is broken for you, do this in
remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “I'his cup is the
new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as
you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.”
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* Instruments (Ps. 33:2, Ps. 150) 3 “Prazse Him with the sound of the trumpet; Praise Hin with the
Iute and harp! 4 Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; Praise Him with stringed instruments and
[flutes! 5 Praise Him with loud cymbals; Praise Him with clashing cymbals!”’

* Shouting (Ps. 47:1) ““ Shout to God with the voice of triumph! “
* Clapping (Ps. 47:1) “Ob, clap your hands, all you peoples\”

* Dancing Ps. 149:3 “Let them praise His name with the dance; 1et them sing praises to Him with the
timbrel and harp.”

* Lifting Hands (Ps. 28:2) “Hear the voice of my supplications When I cry to You, When I lift up my
hands toward Y our holy sanctuary”
Ps. 63:4 “Thus I will bless You while I live; I will lift up nzy hands in Y our name.”

* Kneeling (Ps. 95: 6) “Ob come, let us worship and bow down; 1et us kneel before the Lord onr
Maker.”

* Standing (Ps.134: 7 A Song of Ascents. “Bebold, bless the Lord, All you servants of the Lord,
Who by night stand in the house of the 1ord”
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II. WE EXIST TO COMMUNICATE GOD’S WORD

EVANGELISM
“His intent was that through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known...” Eph. 3:10
“BEveryone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. How, then, can they call on the one they have not

believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them?” Romans 10:13-14

WHY OUR CHURCH MUST NEVER STOP GROWING

1. Because__ GOD LOVES PEOPLE

“The Lord...is patient, not wanting anyone to perish, but wants everyone to come to repentance.” 2 Pet. 3:9,
2 Cor. 5:14, Luke 15:3-10, Matt. 9:12-13

2. Because__ GOD COMMANDS US TO REACH OUT

“Then the master told bis servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and mafke them come in, so that my house
will be fullinto the country...and urge anyone you find to come in, so that My House will be full”” Luke
14:23

“Lyou will be my witnesses...” Acts 1:8

3. Because__ GROWTH IS GOD’S WILL

“Under Christ’s control, the whole Body is nourished...and grows as God wants it to grow.” Col. 2:19 (GN)

“Yesus) 1 will build ry church.” Matt. 16:18

Unbiblical Excuses For Not Growing:
o “God isn’t interested in numbers.”
o “Our church wants guality not quantity.”
o “Large churches are impersonal”

We believe our church must grow LARGER and SMALLER at the same
time.

“And the Good News of the Kingdom will be preached to the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and
THEN the end will come.” Matt. 24:14



