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 (
Washington, dc
Bethesda, md
Patent
Copyright
Trademark
Trade secrets
Tech licensing
)
[ D A T E ]



[Inventor Name]
[INVENTOR ADDRESS]


Re:  Patent Nondisclosure Agreement

Dear Mr. [Inventor Name]:
I understand that you desire to retain patent counsel to file a patent application on your invention.  Prior to forming a lawyer-client relationship, you seek assurance that information provided to me will remain confidential.  To that end, I am providing this letter, which outlines my ethical responsibilities and shall constitute a letter agreement (Letter Agreement) between us.
As a registered patent attorney before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and as an attorney admitted in the District of Columbia, I am subject to strict ethical responsibilities.  Patent Office Rule § 10.57 and DC Bar Rule 1.6 require that an attorney shall not:
Reveal a confidence or secret of a client;
Use a confidence or secret of a client to the disadvantage of the client; or
Use a confidence or secret of a client for the advantage of the practitioner or of a third person.
As part of and/or in addition to my ethical responsibilities, I hereby agree that any information that is transmitted or otherwise disclosed by you to Attorney Kevin McNeely, which relates to creation of your inventions (hereinafter the Property), including information relating to inventions, patent, trademark and copyright applications, improvements, know-how, specifications, drawings, cost and pricing data, process flow diagrams, bills, ideas, customer and supplier lists, and/or any other written material referring to same (Confidential Information), shall be retained in confidence by me, my employees, affiliates, and/or subsidiaries.  Such confidentiality shall be maintained pursuant to the following terms and conditions:
1.	I agree to maintain in confidence any of the Confidential Information relating to the above-described Property that was not previously known to me or to the general public, or that was not in the public domain prior to such disclosure;
2.	I hereby represent that I have no conflict in providing representation to [Inventor Name].  In the event of a potential conflict in the future, I will notify you promptly prior to accepting any potentially conflicting representation; 
3.	The Confidential Information shall be maintained in confidence unless or until it shall have been made public by an act or omission of you or another party;
5.	Upon request, I will promptly return to [Inventor Name] any materials obtained from or through [Inventor Name], including all memoranda, drawings, patent, trademark and copyright applications, specifications, and process or flow diagrams that relate to the Property or the Confidential Information; and
6.	I will not, without first obtaining the permission of [Inventor Name]: (a) directly or indirectly utilize such Confidential Information; (b) market and/or sell any product that is based in whole or in part on the Confidential Information; or (c) disclose the Confidential Information to any third party.
If you are satisfied with the terms provided in this Letter Agreement, please indicate your acceptance by signing and dating in the space provided below.  Please return a copy to me and keep the original for your records.
Please call me if you have any questions or comments.  I look forward to working with you.
With best regards,

By: _______________________
       Kevin J. McNeely, Esq.

Agreed to and Accepted:
[Inventor Name]

By: _________________________


Date: ______________________

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL

