
Boat - Trevor

Location - Trevor (Llangollen Canal)

Itinerary 16.07.04 - 23.07.04
Note, there is a flow of 12,000,000 gallons per day down the Llangollen.  This feeds the reservoirs at Hurleston Junction.  As a consequence it is slower against the flow, I've allowed 3mph downstream and 2.5mph upstream, and 20mins per lock.  Earlier holidays were based on 4mph and 15mins per lock, so there should be plenty of slack in the timings.  Since it will be light from 05:00 to 21:00 we can make up any time!

Reportedly... Frankton Locks (to the Montgomery Canal) have restricted times:

09:30 to 10:30 and 14:30 to 15:30 Mon-Fri, 

10:00 to 12:00 on Saturday

14:00 to 16:00 on Sunday.

Friday 16th July

Morning - Get shopping for boat?

Lunch at Neil & Marina's?

Leave 13:15 from Liverpool ~ 90 minute drive to Trevor.  (2 cars?)

Arrive boatyard 14:45, official take over is from 15:00.

16:00 Cast Off.

16:00 - 19:40 Trevor (Bridge 31) to Narrowboat Inn (Bridge 5) [9 miles, 2 locks]

Immediately after the boatyard, this feature packed length of canal includes the Pontycysyllte Aqueduct and then the Fron Lift Bridge.  Not long after there is the Whitehouse Tunnel (191 yards), the Chirk Tunnel (459 yards) followed immediately by the Chirk Aqueduct.

Following all that excitement there are few miles of countryside, 2 locks, and some more countryside.

The Narrowboat Inn is rumoured to have a pleasant garden and serve food every evening.

Saturday 17th July

10:00 to 11:40, Narrowboat Inn (Bridge 5) to Ellesmere  [5 Miles]

Passing Frankton Junction to the partially restored Montgomery Canal.

12:00 to 14:00, Meet with Marina, Grace and company in Ellesmere for lunch.

14:00 to 16:00, Pleasure cruise from Ellesmere and back again.  Either Frankton Junction & Return, or Black Mere & Return, the later looks more picturesque.

16:00 to 18:20, Ellesmere to Prees Branch Junction [7 miles]

This stretch includes the Ellesmere Tunnel (87 yards), and the lakes of Blake Mere and Cole Mere.  There's some more countryside too.

Apparently the Prees Branch is worth exploring, mostly because of the lift bridges, one of which is a rare skewed, after a mile the canal becomes unnavigable and is a Nature Reserve.

No pub planned for the evening.  However, we might be in need of Fly Killer, because the Whixall Moss peat bog is not far away and the fauna includes Mosquitoes.  (Perhaps this is not the best place to stop?)

Sunday 18th July

10:30 to 12:30, Press Branch to Grindley Brook Top Lock [6 miles, 4 Lift Bridges]

Yet more countryside.

12:30 to 14:30, Grindley Locks [3 locks, and 3 staircase locks]

With this being a narrow canal, a 3 staircase lock can cause major hold ups.  (It is one of my few memories of the Llangollen Canal.) There is a garage near the locks so we should be able to get a Sunday paper.

There is a possibility of a Sunday lunch in the Horse & Jockey next to the locks, but I reckon on an evening dinner?

14:30 to 17:30, Grindley Brook Bottom Lock to Bridge 22  [5 miles, 4 locks]

The canal goes through more countryside and is briefly accompanied by the A49.

Just west of Bridge 22 is opportunity to turn around.

We can either continue East on foot to the pubs by Wrenbury Lift Bridge, or cruise back and complete Marbury Lock.  From there it is 1/2 mile walk into Marbury for the timber framed Swan pub that faces the green - and it hopefully serves dinner!

Monday 19th July

10:00 to 12:40, Marbury Lock to Grindley Brook Bottom Lock [4 miles, 3 locks]

12:40 to 14:40, Grindley Locks [3 locks, and 3 staircase locks]

14:40 to 15:10, Grindley Brook Top Lock to Whitchurch Arm [1 mile]

15:10 to16:30, A chance to visit Whitchurch and stock up on supplies.

16:30 to18:00, Whitchurch Arm to Platt Lane (Bridge 43) [4 miles, 3 lift bridges]

Again mooring the Whixall Moss.  The Waggoners pub serves food.

Tuesday 20th July

10:00 to 14:30 Platt Lane (Bridge 43) to Frankton Top Lock  [11 miles, 1 lift bridge]

There might be more time available than the plan suggests, but we'll have a better idea during the holiday.  If so, Blake Mere could be worth a lunch stop.

15:00 to 16:00, Frankton Locks [2 staircase locks and 2 locks]

16:00 to 17:40, Frankton Bottom Lock to Queen's Head [1 lock, 4 miles]

This stretch includes the Perry Aqueduct, just North of here was a large breach in 1936, a major factor in the closure in 1944.

Queen's head was the limit until 1997, due to a lowered A5 road bridge (I think).

At Queen's head there is quite a big pub.  With it being next to the A5 it is easy to find - a rendez-vous if there are any people who want to meet up with us.  Or we could push on a further hour to Maesbury Marsh and the Navigation Inn...

Wednesday 21st July

09:00 to 10:40, Queen's Head to Gronwyn Bridge (Bridge 89) [3 miles, 2 locks]

10:40 to 11:00, Explore current limit of navigation.

11:00 to 14:20, Gronwyn Bridge to Frankton Bottom Lock  [7 miles, 3 locks]

14:30 to 15:30, Frankton Locks [2 staircase locks and 2 locks]

15:30 to 18:30, Frankton Top Lock to Bridge 19 [6 miles, 2 locks]

Moor near the Poacher's Pocket, this serves fine food (I was there a couple of months ago).  The guide book claims that there is an artificial horse to stroke!

Thursday 22nd July

10:00 to 12:00, Bridge 19 to Trevor [5 miles, 1 lift bridge]

Two tunnels, two aqueducts etc.

12:00 to 14:30 Explore aqueduct, country park, and get a view from underneath.  Or we could continue to Llangollen and explore the aqueduct on the Friday after the holiday?

14:30 to 16:30 Trevor to Llangollen [4 miles]

This is a very dramatic and beautiful section of canal.  Much of the stretch has been rebuilt in concrete after major breaches in the 80's.  The canal is shallower from Trevor to Llangollen and against the flow makes progress even slower than usual!

16:30 to 18:00 Explore Llangollen, it is a 1.5 miles walk to and from the canal's source at Horseshoe falls.  There are many possibilities for dining in Llangollen or...

... return towards the boatyard and stop a couple of miles away at Bridge 41 for pub grub at the Sun.

Friday 23rd July

From Llangollen it would be about 80 minutes cruising back to the boatyard for 09:00, or 40 minutes from the Sun.  

If we have the time, we could do the aqueduct twice more!

09:00 Arrive Boatyard.

10:00 Disembark.
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