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Appealing a College Rejection  
 
     Students and families often want to know if they can appeal to a college for reconsideration of an application that 
has been rejected. The answer is that it might be worth a try. Not all colleges will reconsider your application at all.  
Some will only reconsider your application if something significant has changed.  It is estimated that only about 1-2% 
appeals result in being accepted.  If you are not sure whether you should try to appeal, here are some basic guidelines. 
You might consider appealing if: 
 

• Your SAT or ACT scores have improved since you applied 
• Your SAT or ACT scores were incorrectly reported to the college 
• Your  G.P.A.  has improved since you applied 
• You have significant new information to present 
• You had significant health issues when you applied that may have some impact on your application (include 

a doctor’s note if possible) 
• You have received a significant award or recognition  
• There was inaccurate information on your transcript  
• You have learned of a clerical or procedural error.  
• Your application was incomplete for reasons outside of your control 

 
Whom to Appeal to 

 
     Look at your rejection letter.  It should have contact information on it.  If not, visit the school website to find out 
who you can send a letter to.  If that does not work, pick up the phone and call someone at the school.  Ask that 
person who you should contact. 
 

When to Appeal 
 
For schools that do have an appeals process (like the University of California system), appeal letters need to be 
written and submitted as quickly as possible. Many colleges have an April 15th appeal deadline, or earlier. UC Santa 
Cruz’s appeal deadline, for example is March 29th. 
 

Tips for Letter writing 
 

• If the rejection letter tells you why you were rejected, address that issue in your appeal letter 
• Include any documentation with your letter that may help your case (i.e. revised transcripts, new SAT score 

report, doctor’s note, etc.) 
• Go to the college’s website to find out what their appeal process is 
• Always include your name, student ID # or social security number, addresses and telephone number.  
• Try to be brief and to the point. 
• Keep copies of anything you send. 
• Your letter should focus on new information that you wish to provide the college, not the same old 

information they already have. 
• Be polite and respectful  
• Use the sample on page 2 as a guide.  The body of this letter is reprinted with permission from Adam Perez, 

NBECHS class of 2016.  Adam’s rejection was overturned and he was accepted into UCI! 
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March 5, 20__ 
 
University of California, Irvine 
Office of Admissions and Relations with Schools 
Attn:  Appeals Committee  
260 Aldrich Hall 
Irvine, CA 92697-1075 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter due to the concern I have with my rejection from your school, and have reason to believe 
that there may have been a misunderstanding with the college courses I have taken. I applied as a freshman 
applicant, and although I will be receiving my IGETC, and recognition for an Associate of Science, I am still a 
freshman applicant graduating from high school. 
 
However, if this is not the purpose for my rejection, I would greatly appreciate it if you were to reevaluate my 
application based on the following information. 
 
From a young age my dream school has always been UCI, and many of my academic decisions were based in 
this dream of attending a school where academics, safety, and benevolence were key qualities that define this 
school. I chose a more rigorous high school, where I would gain more academic experience and knowledge by 
taking college and High School courses simultaneously. This experience is what gave me the passion to achieve 
my dream, and gave me confidence that I would be able to continue this academic ambition at UCI. My success 
and knowledge gained has been reflected in my ability to overcome difficult obstacles, and is a reason for why I 
am the Salutatorian of my school. 
 
If these principles of hard work, dedication, and perseverance do not embody the type of students that colleges 
such as yourselves are looking for, then I do not understand what principles do. It is for this reason why I am 
asking you to please reevaluate my application, and I thank you for taking the time to read this letter. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
John Q. Student 
John Q. Student 
30401 Reservoir Ave 
Nuevo, CA 92567 
Student I.D. # ________ 
Application I.D. # _______ 
jqstudent@gmail.com 
(951) 928 -0186 
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