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Sample Outline 
By Jessica Wills, 4th Year Student, 4000 level Sociology Course 

 
This is a sample of an essay outline, an early draft, and a final successful paper which includes the: 

 
Description of the Assignment ........................................................................................................................ 1 

Working Thesis Statement .............................................................................................................................. 2 

Outline ............................................................................................................................................................ 3 

Draft ............................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Final Paper ................................................................................................................................................... 14 

 
Description of the Assignment: 
This assignment will be an analytical paper on one of the following two topics: 
1.      "It is men, who in developing their material intercourse, change, along with this their real existence, 
their thinking and the products of their thinking. Life is not determined by consciousness, but consciousness 
by life" (Marx & Engels, The German Ideology). 
 
2.      “There is no power relation without the correlative constitution of a field of knowledge, nor any 
knowledge that does not presuppose and constitute at the same time power relations” (Michel Foucault, 
Discipline and Punish). 
 
The paper should be 8-10 pages double-spaced, plus a Works Cited page. More details will be given in 
class. 
 

• Final Essay, due March 27 
 
This assignment will test your ability to apply your sociological knowledge to an analysis of a topic of your 
choice within the context of the sociology of knowledge. Utilizing ‘Critical Discourse Analysis’ as your theory 
and method, you may focus on a wide variety of issues and ideas emerging from fields such as globalization, 
religion, terrorism, war, poverty, healthcare, AIDS, Gender, race/ethnicity, sexuality, etc.  The length of this 
final essay will be 10-12 pages double-spaced, plus a Works Cited page. More details will be given in class. 
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Working Thesis Statement: 
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Outline: 
This is the outline used to organize the paper’s arguments in support of the working thesis statement: 
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Draft 

This is one of Jessica’s early drafts with her edits as well as with the comments and suggestions she 
received from her instructor in York’s Writing Department. 
 
 
 
 



5

 
 

SPARK content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 License.   

Copyright  SPARK at York University 2013 
www.yorku.ca/spark 

 

 



6

 
 

SPARK content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 License.   

Copyright  SPARK at York University 2013 
www.yorku.ca/spark 

 

 



7

 
 

SPARK content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 License.   

Copyright  SPARK at York University 2013 
www.yorku.ca/spark 

 

 



8

 
 

SPARK content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 License.   

Copyright  SPARK at York University 2013 
www.yorku.ca/spark 

 



9

 
 

SPARK content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 License.   

Copyright  SPARK at York University 2013 
www.yorku.ca/spark 

 



10

 
 

SPARK content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 License.   

Copyright  SPARK at York University 2013 
www.yorku.ca/spark 

 



11

 
 

SPARK content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 License.   

Copyright  SPARK at York University 2013 
www.yorku.ca/spark 

 



12

 
 

SPARK content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 License.   

Copyright  SPARK at York University 2013 
www.yorku.ca/spark 

 



13

 
 

SPARK content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 License.   

Copyright  SPARK at York University 2013 
www.yorku.ca/spark 

 

 



14

 
 

SPARK content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 License.   

Copyright  SPARK at York University 2013 
www.yorku.ca/spark 

 

Final Paper: 
This is the final paper marked by the course instructor: 
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