
Reflection Question 
How does knowing your STAAR 3-8 scale 
scores help you prepare for this year's 
tests? 
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STAAR 3-8 Scale Scores 



What are Scale Scores? 

Scale scores allow you to compare your 
progress from year to year on the STAAR 3-8 
tests even when the tests are different. The 
raw score, the number of questions you 
answered correctly on the STAAR 3-8 test, is 
converted to a "scale score." 

On writing, science, and social studies tests, 
the scale scores are horizontal. This means 
the "satisfactory" scores are the same across 
grade levels. The "satisfactory" score on these 
STAAR 3-8 tests is 3500. Although it's easy to 
determine the satisfactory score on a 
horizontal scale, the scores cannot be used to 
measure growth or progress from year to year. 

For reading and mathematics STAAR 3-8 
tests, the STAAR 3-8 scale scores are vertical. 
The scale scores that represent "satisfactory" 
and "advanced" increase from grade to grade. 
How well you have comprehended the 
curriculum will be indicated by your scale 
scores each year. Since the scale scores 
change at each grade level, you must consult 
a vertical scale table to determine the cutoffs 
for "satisfactory" and "advanced." 

Researchers have studied the scores of Texas 
students for many years. They have used their 
findings to determine which raw scores predict 
College and Career Readiness (CCR). The 
CCR scores indicate that students have 
acquired the depth of knowledge necessary at 
their grade level to be prepared for success in 
college and/or a future career. The goals you 
set this year for the STAAR 3-8 tests will help 
you to attain the CCR mastery level in the 
future.  

 

2015 STAAR 3-8 Scores 
 

READING 

Grade level:  

Scale score:  

I answered __ questions correctly. 

I needed __ questions correct to pass. 

 

WRITING 

Grade level:  

Scale score:  

I answered __ questions correctly. 

My composition rating was a _. 

I needed __ questions correct to pass. 

   

MATHEMATICS 

Grade level:  

Scale score:  

I answered __ questions correctly. 

I needed __questions correct to pass. 

 

SCIENCE 

Grade Level:  

Scale Score:  

I answered __ questions correctly. 

I needed __ questions correct to pass. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Grade level:  

Scale score:  

I answered __ questions correctly. 

I needed __ questions correct to pass. 

 

 

2016 Goals 
 

READING 

Grade level:  

Scale score:  

Goal: Answer __ questions correctly. 

 

WRITING 

Grade level:  

Scale score:  

Goal: Answer __ questions correctly. 

 

MATHEMATICS 

Grade level:  

Scale score:  

Goal: Answer __ questions correctly. 

 

SCIENCE 

Grade level:  

Scale score:  

Goal: Answer __ questions correctly. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Grade level:  

Scale score:  

Goal: Answer __ questions correctly. 

 

 

 


