Assistant Professor Cover Letter
16 November 20XX
Professor XXXXXXX

Neurobiology Search Committee

Teaching College

Anytown, CA 98765
Dear Dr. XXXXXXX:
I am writing to apply for this position of Assistant Professor of Biology as advertised in the Chronicle of Higher Education. I am currently a doctoral candidate in Biology at the University of California, San Diego and will finish in the spring of 20xx. During my years at UCSD, I have had the opportunity to work in both the laboratory and the classroom and it was in the classroom that I found my true calling. I am committed to the goals and values of Teaching College: to instill in students a love of learning and a respect and appreciation for others that they will bring to our society at large.
I am foremost an educator. I love to teach, encourage, and help others achieve and succeed. In fact, I am the first student in the history of the UCSD Biology Division to receive three teaching assistant awards: one for each class I assisted with. These awards were based on the highly complementary feedback and evaluations I received from students and colleagues, a sample of which I include as a supplement to this application. I have extensive experience, through working closely with courses instructors as a teaching assistant with the duties associated with teaching a course. In addition, I plan to teach my own biology courses at a university of college in the San Diego area in the spring and/or summer of 20XX.
I am eager and qualified to teach any course on biology from the molecular to the organismal level. I have a particularly strong background in neuroscience for several reasons. Firstly, my research focuses on subjects central to neuroscience such as calcium signaling and ion channels, which is reflected by the presence of two prominent members of the Neuroscience community on my thesis committee: XXXX and XXXX. Having a keen interest in neuroscience, I have taken several courses on the subject, including two graduate courses, and conducted two short research (rotation) projects in Neuroscience labs. Furthermore, my wife is a graduate student in Neurosciences at UCSD and many of her colleagues are my close friends and scientific collaborators: one is a coauthor on a manuscript I am currently preparing for submission. I also have a strong understanding of fundamental subjects in biology such as molecular biology, cell biology, genetics, and biochemistry.
Carrying out the mission of Teaching College outside the classroom as an advisor to students and an active member of the college community is also an opportunity I relish. Through these activities I believe I can help students receive the most from their education. I have advised many high school and undergraduate students on educational, career, and life decisions. I have served on planning committees at UCSD, and as part of a team that included other graduate students, faculty, and staff, instituted significant, lasting improvements into the recruitment process for new Biology graduate students. I am committed to the cause ofgreater educational achievement for groups that are underrepresented in higher education and have participated in several conferences with that focus, including the Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students, the National Conference of the Society for the Advancement of Chicanos and Native Americans in Science, the UC Leadership Excellence Through Advanced Degrees Research and leadership Symposium, and the UCSD Faculty Mentor Program Research Symposium. I have also served for the past two years as mentor to Abby Rhode, an inner city high school student, through the UCSD Upward Bound Mentor Program, and for the past five years have been helping to teach a three-day, hands-on genetics course to middle school students in the San Diego area with the Salk Institute Mobile Science lab.
My research goal is to establish a program that will involve undergraduates in captivating, relevant, multi-faceted, and contemporary research. My primary interest is signal transduction, and I propose to conduct research on carbon dioxide signaling in stomatal guard cells of the model plant Arabidopsis thaliana. I have already had the pleasure of mentoring several undergraduate students in this research and have seen that it is ideal for young scientists. Arabidopsis is an easy organism to work with, has well developed cellular, molecular, and generic techniques, and simple assays in guard cell signaling can yield significant and exciting results. Students are particularly drawn to the human interest of the research, as it studies the effect that the rapidly escalating carbon dioxide levels in our atmosphere caused by human activity will have on our natural and agricultural ecosystems. I have extensive research experience in many areas and can easily modify my research program to suit the needs of the Biology Department.
Finally, I look forward to settling down with my wife and baby in Anytown, which has been a dream of ours ever since we attended Anytown University together as undergraduates. During our time at Anytown Univeristy I came to appreciate the high quality of education and students at Teaching College and I look forward to teaching at a women’s liberal arts college with focused and motivate students. I hope to begin a wonderful career at Teaching College. I have included all requested application materials in this package and also include student evaluations. In addition, my references are sending letters in support of my application. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Jacob I Teach
