Argument Essay Outline

I. Introductory Paragraph

A. Attention-getter:

B. Necessary background information:

C. Warrant(s) and evidence if appropriate

D. Your main claim: 

II. First Body Paragraph – Sub Claim #1

A. Topic sentence stating the sub claim

B. Warrant

C. Evidence that supports the sub claim

D. Explanation of the above evidence

III. Second Body Paragraph – sub claim #2

A. Topic sentence stating the sub claim

B. Warrant

C. Evidence

D. Explanation of the above evidence

IV. Third Body Paragraph (optional) 

A. Topic sentence stating the sub claim

B. Warrant

C. Evidence

D. Explanation of the above evidence

V. Fourth Body Paragraph – the counter-claim

A. Topic sentence stating the counter-claim

B. Reasons/evidence to support the counter-claim

C. Your rebuttal of the counter-claim

VI. Conclusion

A. Reminder of your main claim

B. Call-to-action or appeal to reader to consider your points made

C. Closing statement that refers back to your attention-getter

