
Curriculum Vitae 
Richard Charles Langer 

Talbot School of Theology 
13800 Biola Ave. 

La Mirada CA 90639 

Education 
Ph. D. (1990) and M.A. (1987) in Philosophy; University of California, Riverside, 1990. 
M. Div. Talbot Seminary (Biola University), 1985. 
B. S. in Chemistry; Colorado State University, 1979. 

Areas of Specialization 
Integration of Faith & Learning, Moral Philosophy, Bioethics, Political Philosophy, Philosophy of 

Religion.  

Current Position 
2005-present: Talbot School of Theology, Biola University, La Mirada California 

Professor, Dept. of Biblical Studies, Talbot School of Theology 
Director, Office for the Integration of Faith and Learning, Biola University 
Teaching concentration: undergraduate Biblical Studies & Theological Integration. Classes include: Jesus 

Lord of All, Work & Calling, Bible and the Good Society, Money Sex & Power  
Faculty integration resource: Lead and facilitate the formation of a team of faculty who will co-teach upper 

division undergraduate seminars focusing on the integration of the Christian faith within a wide-
variety of academic disciplines. Develop ongoing training for new and existing faculty in the 
integration of faith and learning. 

Other University Teaching Experience 
I have taught as adjunct faculty in various colleges and universities in Southern California 

including Biola University/Talbot School of Theology (2003-2005); Trinity International 
University (2000-2003); International School of Theology (2000); Christian Community 
College (1998); University of California, Riverside; Sept. (1990-97).  

Classes taught include: Philosophy of Religion, Political Philosophy, Ethics, Ethical Theory, Social 
Philosophy, Introduction to Western Philosophy, Bioethics, Work & Calling 

Employment and Christian Ministry Experience 
1985–2005:  Trinity Evangelical Free Church, Redlands California, Sr. Assoc.Pastor 

 Senior Associate Pastor and executive leadership team. Over the course 20 years I served in 
various pastoral capacities including Acting Senior Pastor, Associate Pastor for Small Group 
Ministries, Missions Pastor  and College Pastor. Responsibilities included Spiritual Formation, 
coordination of Adult Teaching ministries (including the Trinity Institute). 

Theologian and Pastor in Residence at Forest Home--Summer 1999.  
 Question and answer sessions for Family Camps, training sessions for staff, and speaking 

Seminar and conference speaker 
 Frequent speaking at a variety of men's events, family camps, couples retreats and pulpit supply  

Missionary (Campus Crusade for Christ, 1979-1980) 
 Served in Guam and India doing evangelism training with churches and student groups. 



Publications and Presentations 
Academic Publications 

“Points of Unease with the Spiritual Formation Movement,” Journal of Spiritual Formation and Soul 
Care, Fall 2012, 5:2, 182-206. 

“The Discourse of Faith and Learning,” Journal of Education and Christian Belief, 16:2, Fall 2012, 159-
177. 

“Kingdom Integration: Reflections on Premillennialism and Cultural Engagement,” Criswell 
Theological Review, 10:1, Fall 2012, 21-40. 

“Barnabas, Then and Now: Facilitating the inclusion of disabled persons in worship communities,” 
Journal of the Christian Institute for Disabilities, Fall 2012, 43-60. 

Lexham Bible Dictionary, articles on “Revelation” and “Suffering”, 2012. 
Langer, R., McMartin, J., & Hall, M. E. L.  (in press).  Theological perspectives on trauma:  Human flourishing 

after the fall.  In J. Aten & D. Walker (Eds.), Treating trauma in Christian counseling and psychotherapy (pp. xx-xx).  
Downers Grove, IL:  Intervarsity  

“Human Flourishing: The Context for Character Development in Christian Higher Education,” with 
Hall, M. Elizabeth Lewis and McMartin, Jason, Christian Higher Education, (2010), 9: 4, 336 — 
360 

“Role of Suffering in Human Flourishing: Contributions from Positive Psychology, Theology, and 
Philosophy,” Journal of Psychology and Theology, with M. Elizabeth Lewis Hall Jason McMartin, 
Summer 2010, 38:2, 111-121 

“Disability, Calling, and ‘A Kind of Life Imposed on Man’” in Beyond Suffering: Christian View on 
Disability Ministry, Christian Institute on Disability, Joni and Friends, 2011. 

“Niggle’s Leaf and Holland’s Opus,” Evangelical Review of Theology, April 2009  
“Humans, Commodities, and Humans-in-a-sense,” Philosophia Christi, May/June 2008 
“Voluntary Intercourse and Fetal Rights: A Response,” The Journal of Social Philosophy, 31:3, Fall 2000 
“Silverstein and the 'Responsibility Objection,” Social Theory and Practice, 19:3, Fall 1993 
“Abortion and the Right to Privacy,” The Journal of Social Philosophy, 23:2, 1992 

Popular Publications 
“A Beautiful Defense of Marriage,” EFCA Today, Spring 2013 
“Revelation,” Bible Study Magazine, April 2012 
“The Body, the Gifts and Disabilities,” EFCA Today, June 2011  
“Waiting,” EFCA Today, June 2011  
“Emerging Church, Abiding Church or Departing Church,” Proclamation!, May/June 2008 
“The Faith Once For All Delivered To The Saints,” Proclamation!, Vol. 8:No. 6, Nov/Dec 2007 
“The Tree: Are You Connected?” Proclamation!, Vol. 8:No. 3, May/June 2007 
“Do Me the Honor of Shame,” Beacon, November 1998 
“Velcro Generation,” Pursuit, Summer 1998 
“Bunnies and Eggs, Crosses and Nails,” Worldwide Challenge, March/April 1993 
“To Know Him is to Love Him,” Worldwide Challenge, May/June 1990 

Selected Presentations 
July 2011, “Beyond Suffering”, Uganda Christian University 
November 2010, “5 Points of Unease with the Spiritual Formation Movement” Evangelical 

Theological Society Annual Meeting 
November 2008, “Integration of Faith and Learning from a Pre-millennial Perspective”, Evangelical 

Theological Society Annual Meeting. 



October 2008, Grace University Bible Conference, Omaha NE; plenary talks on "Jesus, Lord of All", 
a consideration of the implications of the Lordship of Christ for human life and culture. 

November 2007, “John Cotton and Roger Williams: Letters from the Past and Lessons for the 
Present”, Evangelical Theological Society Annual Meeting. 

March 2006: “Of Peretti, Potter and Puddleglum”, Through the Wardrobe: Christianity and Culture 
Conference, California Baptist University. 

October 2004: “Creation, Creature, or Commodity”, plenary session, 48th Annual T. Hart Baker 
Obstetrics and Gynecology Symposium, (Southern California Kaiser Permanente). 

November 2003: “A Biblical Basis for Bioethics”, plenary sessions, Central American Medical Dental 
Association Annual Conference, San Pedro Sula, Honduras. 

June 2002; “Philosophy of Religion” (4 day seminar), Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago 
October 1995; "Christian Bioethics, Evangelical Political Action and Modern Moral Dilemmas," 

plenary session, Christian Medical and Dental Society, Regional Meeting, Phoenix AZ. 
March 1995; "The Ethics of Medical Marketing", plenary session, 19th Annual Hawaii Dermatology 

Seminar 
October 1994 ; "Making Prevention Pay" (an analysis of the ethical implications of dental capitation 

systems), American Association of Public Health Dentistry Annual Meeting. 
May 1994: "The Bible and the Good Society," National Evangelical Consultation on Bioethics. 

Professional and Community Activities 
2007-2011, Forest Home Ministries Board of Directors 
1995-2005: Member of the Building a Generation Prevention Board (Community based initiative to 

prevent youth risk behaviors and increase preventive factors) 
1996- 2002: Member of Southwest District Board of the Evangelical Free Church of America. 

(Chairman 1998-1999)  
June 1993 to 1997: Member of the Internal Review Board for Research Protocols, Loma Linda 

University Medical Center. 

Professional Organizations 
Evangelical Theological Society 
Ordained Minister, Evangelical Free Church of America 

Honors and Awards 
2012 Evangelical Press Association Awards for “Waiting”—first-place in Freelance Article   
Biola University, Provost Award for Excellence in Theological Integration, 2008 
Theological Education Renewal Award Program, Faith As A Way of Life Grants, Yale Divinity 

School, Semi-finalist Award, 2006 
Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in the World 
Chancellor's Distinguished Fellowship, University of California, Riverside 
Honor Societies: Phi Beta Kappa; Phi Kappa Phi; Kappa Tau Epsilon  
 


