
WINTER MEETING REPORT 
MARKETING COUNCIL/CORPORATE AFFAIRS (January 2017) 

 
CORPORATE MARKETING 

 
SPONSOR, SUPPLIER AND LICENSEE CONTRACTS 

Sponsorship and licensing revenue achieved budget for the past year in spite of 
a challenging market for the hockey industry.  Declining sales of hockey 
equipment had a negative effect on retailers and equipment manufactures 
causing a spending reduction for advertising in USA Hockey Magazine and other 
event support.   
 
The following new sponsors and licenses were added during the year. 
Dunkin Donuts  OYO Sportstoys 
K&K Insurance  Gong Show Gear 
Thorne Research 
 
Contract renewals were central to the effort in the department as agreements 
were reached with: 
Marriott Hotels  Zephyr- GrafX 
Kraft Heinz   AMI 
TMP    Floorball Pro 
Redline Hockey  Diesel Management 
 
The effort to develop new sponsors is continuing at an aggressive pace and will 
increase as we get closer to the Winter Games.    
 

USA HOCKEY FOUNDATION 
An extension of last year’s agreement was reached with Labatt to sponsor the 
growth of sled hockey in the US by providing $125,000 to be distributed among 5 
sled programs.  This revenue is not counted in sponsorship numbers and will be 
processed through the USA Hockey Foundation. 
 

THE HOCKEY INTELLIGYM 
The Hockey IntelliGym continues with strong sales and exceeded $600,000 in 
revenue for the year.  The marketing materials are being updated along with 
new marketing plans. 
 

MARKETING COUNCIL 
The Marketing Council continues to be an effective support group for the 
organization.  In addition to support in the sponsor acquisition process, they have 
become more involved in providing input to the USA Hockey broadcast and PR 
efforts. 
 

SHOPUSAHOCKEY.COM/ USA HOCKEY RETAIL STORE 
A USA Hockey retail store was opened in the Fashion Show Mall in Las Vegas on 
October 1st.  The initial sales are encouraging in this growing hockey market. 
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Submitted by: Lee Meyer - Sr. Director, Corporate Marketing 
 

COMMUNICATIONS (INCLUDING MEDIA RELATIONS, PUBLIC RELATIONS, USA 
HOCKEY MAGAZINE, PUBLISHING, PRINTING (November 2016) 

EXECUTIVE COMITTEE MEETING REPORT 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

The following is an update on activity within the USA Hockey Communications Division 
in support of USA Hockey programs, teams and events for the period of July 1-
December 31, 2016: 
 

Efforts during the past six months have included interface/efforts with all 
areas/teams/events of USA Hockey, including, but not limited to the following: 
 
Come Play Hockey Month/Try Hockey For Free  
Youth Hockey/American Development Model 
Hockey Week Across America 
United States Hockey Hall of Fame 
Social Media Initiatives 
Email Newsletters 
Supporting Sponsor Initiatives 
Supporting USA Hockey Foundation 
Kraft Hockeyville 
Fall Poster Mailing 
USA Hockey Sled Hockey Classic 
World Cup of Hockey 2016 
2016 CCM/USA Hockey All-American Prospects Game 
2016 National Junior Camp 
2016 Women’s National Camp 
2016 Sled National Camp 
2016 World Sled Hockey Challenge 
2016 Women’s Under-18 Challenge vs. Canada 
2016 Women’s Under-22 Challenge vs. Canada 
2016 Memorial of Ivan Hlinka Tournament 
2016 Under-17 Five Nations Tournament 
2017 IIHF World Junior Championship 
2016 Women’s Four Nations Cup 
2016 Under-18 Four Nations Cup 
2016 World Junior A Challenge 
2016 USA Hockey Select Festivals 
2017 Winter World University Games 
The 2017 Patty Kazmaier Memorial Award 
2017 IIHF Women’s World Championship 
2018 IIHF World Junior Championship 
2018 Olympic/Paralympic Games 
USA Hockey Arena 
USA Hockey National Team Development Program 
USA Today/USA Hockey Magazine Men’s & Women’s College Polls 
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USOC Athletes and Team of the Month/Year Nominations 

 

Among the highlights of the period, version 3.0 of the Parent Hockey Handbook was 
completed and is in the marketplace. In addition, a series of 
educational/promotional posters were mailed to all rinks in the U.S. in October.  

USA Hockey Magazine unveiled a brand new design with the October issue. As part 
of the 80th anniversary celebration of USA Hockey, each issue of the magazine will 
include a “celebrity” columnist. Overall ad sales for the magazine are on budget to 
date. 

Much time and effort has been involved in the Team USA Winter Champions Series, 
which features a USA-Canada women’s hockey game on Dec. 17 at USA Hockey in 
Plymouth, Mich. NBCSN will televise the game live. In addition, preparations continue 
for hosting the 2017 IIHF Women’s World Championship March 30-April 7, 2017, at 
USA Hockey Arena. 

Work is on-going in continuing to elevate the television coverage of major events.  

PR efforts are regular in Plymouth to educate the marketplace about the NTDP and 
USA Hockey in general. We continue to pitch stories to major media outlets to 
highlight the 20th anniversary of the NTDP in 2016-17. 

The 5th annual CCM/USA Hockey All-American Prospects Game, staged on Sept. 22 
in Philadelphia, included national media coverage and noticeable increased 
metrics related to video content on our social media channels. 

Significant efforts surrounded the World Cup of Hockey 2016. Our support of our 
team, the event and NHL/NHLPA were excellent overall. 

The 2016 U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame Induction Celebration will be staged Nov. 30 in 
Philadelphia at the Philadelphia Marriott Downtown. The Class of 2016, which 
includes Bill Belisle, Craig Janney and the 1996 U.S. World Cup of Hockey Team, will 
be formally enshrined. In addition, Mark Howe and Pat Kelly will be honored with the 
Lester Patrick Trophy. For the seventh straight year, Steve Levy from ESPN will serve as 
master of ceremonies. 

The NHL Network will televise all Team USA games in the 2017 IIHF World Junior 
Championship in Toronto and Montreal, and many other games as well. The NHLN 
will also broadcast an hour-long WJC preview show on Dec. 24. In addition, 
conversations continue with NHLN related to televising other IIHF world 
championships, including the 2017 Women’s Worlds and the U18 Men’s Worlds. 
 
For the 10th anniversary, Hockey Weekend Across America has been turned into 
Hockey Week Across America and will take place nationwide Feb. 19-26, 2017. NBC 
will air Hockey Day in America as part of HWAA for the seventh straight year with all-
day programming on Feb. 19. 
 
The 20th annual Patty Kazmaier Memorial Award will be presented at a brunch 
ceremony on March 18, 2017, in St. Charles, Missouri, in conjunction with the NCAA 
Women’s Frozen Four. The award is given annually to the top women’s collegiate 
player in the U.S.  
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The Brian Fishman Internship is in its 18th year. Pat Durant from Ohio University is 
serving as the Brian Fishman Intern at the national office in Colorado Springs, while 
Alyssa Girardi from Michigan State University is in her second year of the internship 
and is stationed in Plymouth, Michigan, at the National Team Development Program. 

Submitted by: Dave Fischer, Sr. Director, Communications 
 

Event Marketing 
 
2016 CCM/USA Hockey All American Prospects Game 
The 2016 CCM/USA Hockey All-American Prospects Game was held in 
Philadelphia, PA (Wells Fargo Center) on September 22nd.  With over 6,100 
tickets sold, the game, which was operated in partnership with the Philadelphia 
Flyers, also had over 200 NHL scouts in attendance, further supporting the value 
that the game brings to NHL clubs and Central Scouting year after year.  Thanks 
to the support of the Atlantic District, a coaching clinic, ADM clinic and a 
“Futures Prospect Game” were, for the first time, held in conjunction with event.  
The fifth installment of the game saw Team LeClair (John LeClair) defeat Team 
Howe (Mark Howe) 6-4.   
 
2015 U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame Induction 
The U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony will be held in Philadelphia, PA 
at the Philadelphia Marriott Downtown on Wednesday, November 30th.  
Partnership packages and individual tickets are now on sale 
(USHockeyHallofFame.com) to celebrate the enshrinement and 
accomplishments of Bill Belisle, Craig Janney and the 1996 U.S. World Cup of 
Hockey Team. 
 
The evening will also feature the awarding of the Wayne Gretzky International 
Award and the presentation of the Lester Patrick Trophy to Mark Howe and Pat 
Kelley.   The National Hockey League and the Philadelphia Flyers, amongst 
others, are partners in the hosting of the event.  
 
2016 Team USA Winter Champions Series 
The U.S. Women’s National Team faced Team Canada at USA Hockey Arena in 
Plymouth on Saturday, December 17th as part of the USOC’s Winter Champions 
Series.  The Winter Champions Series was a daylong celebration of the Road to 
PyeongChang and also includes Big Air Snowboarding from Copper Mountain, 
Colorado, and the FIL Luge World Cup from Park City, Utah.  The game was aired 
live on NBCSN beginning at 4:30 p.m. ET in front of a full house.  
 
2017 IIHF Women’s World Championship 
The 2017 IIHF Women’s World Championship will be held at USA Hockey Arena in 
Plymouth, MI on March 31 through April 7, 2017.  The event is the first IIHF World 
Championship to be hosted at USA Hockey Arena and presents the opportunity 
to play all 22 games under one roof over the course of the eight day event. All-
session packages will be released to the general public in December, with 
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announcements forthcoming regarding the on-sale dates for mini packages and 
single game ticket opportunities.  
 
Submitted by: Kevin Couture – Director, Events 
 

INTERNET CONTENT & DEVELOPMENT 
 

WEBSITE STATUS 
Over the summer and early fall, our department has launched a redesign of the 
All-American Prospects Game site and started the same process for U.S. Hockey 
Hall of Fame. New content ideas include expanding our capabilities with live 
video with third party vendors or through social media live streams. 
 

CURRENT AND RECENT PROJECTS 
• U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame site refresh underway, expected debut in next 

two weeks 
• Nationals site and system improvements continue ahead of 2017 

tournaments 
• Upcoming site redesigns: None between now and Winter Meeting 
• Newest Mobile Coach app is in stores and features app-wide search and 

a new console that allows USA Hockey to load and change app content 
on-demand. 

• New registration system for officials and coaches courses has been 
awarded to Neural Planet and is in the kickoff stages of finalizing 
requirements. Project schedule to launch in June 2017. 

 
WEBSITE & VIDEO TRAFFIC 

 
Traffic across all properties is healthy and either at pace with previous seasons or 
ahead. Video continues to grow with traffic now coming from embedded TV 
apps that were previously not available to us. 
 

• National Site: Up 19% in unique users, Up 8% in page views (2.6 million vs 
2.4 million) 

• Biggest increase: U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame (Up 343% - Announcement of 
class came later in year this year) 

• Biggest decrease: All American Prospects Game (Down 44% - Went up 
against World Cup of Hockey)  

• Mobile traffic: Mobile device traffic to USAHockey.com is up 27% and now 
accounts for 60% of overall traffic. This trend is factored into every new site 
design with a mobile first approach. 

• Video: Compared with the same time period last year (Aug. 1-Oct. 8), our 
video traffic is at or ahead of pace in most areas. 

o Watch time: 382,615 minutes watched (on pace with 2015) 
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o Views: 225,573 views (ahead of 2015’s pace) 
o Shares: 1,076 shares vs 595 same time period in 2015 

 
 Submitted by: Cameron Eickmeyer, Director, Internet Content and development 
 
Report Submitted by: Larry Reid, VP/Chair, Marketing Council 
                                      Mike Bertsch, AED, Marketing, Communications and Events                   
 


