AIPLA Young Lawyers Committee Report

Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C.
    
As part of our initiative to connect members with one another, the Young Lawyers Committee has launched a quarterly YLC Newsletter headed by Justin S. Cohen, as Editor-in-Chief.  The goal of the newsletter is to connect members on a personal level, sharing stories about vacations, marriage, kids, local gatherings and the like.
The Young Lawyers Committee is also focusing on new initiatives to get more young lawyers involved with AIPLA and provide them with opportunities unmatched by any professional IP association.  The Young Lawyers Committee has recently launched its YLC CLE subcommittee, headed by Richard Matthews, to provide CLE for young lawyers by young lawyers.  Our vision is to integrate education with our networking events around the country, allowing young attorneys the opportunity to present at their local gatherings while connected via videoconference around the country with young attorney gatherings in other cities.  Details on our first national YLC CLE presentation will be announced to the members soon. 

Also in development is a committee-level mentorship program.  We are partnering with the Law Students and Mentoring Committees to get law students involved and paired with a young lawyer mentor.

For this year’s Annual Meeting, we are holding a joint committee session and reception with the Law Students, Mentoring and Education Committees on Friday, October 21st from 3:30-5:30.  There will be a discussion of networking opportunities by geographic region, mentoring opportunities, and new writing and speaking opportunities that are available through these committees. We will also have a panel speaking on “A Day in the Life of an IP Attorney," highlighting different aspects of IP practice. We are holding a reception immediately following the session, sponsored by several different firms and organizations thanks to efforts of the members of the participating committees.

If you have not signed up yet to our group email, we encourage you to sign up by sending an email to:

 AIPLA_YLC+subscribe@googlegroups.com  

The Young Lawyers Committee chairs have been and will continue to utilize this resource, along with our Facebook page and LinkedIn group, to seek volunteers for various AIPLA projects, post job openings, make announcements, and communicate about upcoming events. 

We are also holding regular phone conferences with the local networking subcommittee leadership to communicate updates on local event efforts, address issues and share ideas.

The Young Lawyers Committee held a successful joint meeting with the Trademark Committee and the Law Students Committee at the Spring Meeting in San Francisco, CA.  We had a great panel that discussed key elements of a successful brief at the District Court and Appellate Court levels, at the USPTO for re-examination and appeals, and at the Trademark Trial and Appeals Board for oppositions and cancellations.  We would like to thank the panelists Mark Stirrat, Colette Verkuil and Kimberly Eckhart for their valuable insight.
In the past year, Young Lawyers Committee also participated as judges for the 2011 Intel International Science and Engineering Fair (Intel ISEF), which took place on May 8-13 in Los Angeles, California.  Special thanks to our members Sarah R. Janosik and Scott A. Waite for volunteering to judge the Intel ISEF on behalf of AIPLA.

The Young Lawyers Committee would like to thank all of the volunteers that worked hard in the past year to assist AIPLA.  Special thanks to Jennifer Kuhn for taking the lead on the Watson Writing Competition.  

 Special thanks also go to Yelena Morozova for heading the Giles Rich Moot Court.   Jason Croft, David Gosse, Erick Lee, and Maureen Rottschaefer developed the initial draft, and Jimi Chang, Gil Espinoza, Sree Gadde, Ryan Schermerhorn, Alexis Simpson, Roman Swoops and Ida Wahlquist-Ortiz also assisted with the Giles Rich Moot Court.
Drafting of the 2012 Giles Rich Moot Court Competition and grading for the Watson Writing Competition has just been completed.  


  The Young Lawyers Committee expanded its networking efforts beyond just local markets by holding its first annual retreat on August 19-21, 2011 in Boston.  Special thanks to our incoming co-chair, Missy Sikorski, and Frank Gerratana of the Boston YLC networking subcommittee, who organized the gathering. 


If you are interested to learn about how you can get more involved in the AIPLA and the Young Lawyers Committee, please send an e-mail to Chad Pannell cpannell@kslaw.com or Missy Sikorski missysikorski@gmail.com.

Finally, the AIPLA Young Lawyers Committee would like to offer a very special thanks to its outgoing chair Ehab Samuel of Dickstein Shapiro.  Under Ehab’s watch, the Young Lawyers Committee has expanded its outreach tenfold with the addition of social networking, local networking, a YLC retreat, the YLC CLE program and the YLC newsletter.  We wish him well on his next position within the AIPLA.  

