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Letter to our Members: 

*Photograph of Marty in business attire? :)
Chapter Information

School Profile

Cedar Crest High School is a public secondary school located in the suburbs of Lebanon City, Pennsylvania. Lebanon is approximately 30 miles east from the state capital of Harrisburg in Central Pennsylvania. The population of Lebanon County is over 124,000 people. Cedar Crest is the only high school in the Cornwall-Lebanon School District. The school was completed in 1966, and is currently dedicated to serving a diverse student body of over 1,500 students. The school has grown immensely from its original founding and is proud to be the premier high school in Lebanon County.
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Current Membership

The Cedar Crest High School chapter of Future Business Leaders of America has continued to maintain its excellent levels of membership in the 2010-2011 school year. The chapter currently boasts a membership base of 56 students, a 25% increase from the previous year. 

Chapter History

When Cedar Crest High School was founded in 1966, the new administration came with the desire to increase business-education opportunities for students. A major step in this goal was to charter an FBLA chapter. Mrs. Beatrice Saufley founded Cedar Crest FBLA in 1966. Since its beginning 44 years ago, the chapter has been lead by five different advisers. The current adviser, Mrs. Amy Stamm, is very dedicated to the organization. She has worked with many members recognized for regional and state distinctions. Mrs. Stamm has also been involved with PA FBLA, serving as the Region 15 Co-Adviser from 2002-2007.

Throughout the years, Cedar Crest FBLA has been proudly represented in the state organization by several student officers. Christopher Haller served as State President during the 1983-84 school year. Cheryl Ebersole served as State Treasurer during the 1984-85 school year. Seniors Andy Appel and Sung Lee served as State Parliamentarians during the 1985-86 and 1986-87 school years, respectively.

The following chart lists a history of past Cedar Crest FBLA advisers and the years they served.

	1966-1969
	Mrs. Beatrice Saufley

	1969-1971
	Mrs. Ruth McDonald

	1971-1972
	Mrs. Ruth McDonald & Mrs. Beatrice Saufley

	1972-1974
	Miss Jane Mason

	1974-1975
	Miss Jane Mason & Mrs. Ruth McDonald

	1975-1977
	Mrs. Ruth McDonald

	1977-1982
	Mrs. Beatrice Saufley

	1982-2000
	Mrs. Paula Schwalm Snyder

	2000-Present
	Mrs. Amy Stamm


2010-11 Officer Team

In May 2010, interested FBLA members had the opportunity to apply for a chapter officer position. The candidate process included a paper application and interview. After much consideration, chapter adviser Amy Stamm appointed the six new officers. 

The 2010-11 officer team includes:
President - Martin Schneck

Vice President - Jennifer Ward

Treasurer - Gregory Drupp

Secretary - Meghan Bashore

Historian - Alexa Fisher

Reporter - Jiyu Lin

Parliamentarian - Robyn Moore

*Picture of Officer Team!
Two members of Cedar Crest FBLA also represented the chapter in the larger FBLA community as 2010-11 regional officers. 

PA Region 15 President: Jiyu Lin

PA Region 15 Secretary: Martin Schneck

Productivity
Recruitment of Members
A major goal for Cedar Crest FBLA this year was to increase membership among underclassmen, while maintaining the support of returning members. The 2010-2011 chapter officers – President Martin Schneck, Vice President Jen nifer Ward, Treasurer Gregory Drupp, Secretary Meghan Bashore, Parliamentarian Robyn Moore, Historian Alexa Fisher, and Reporter Jiyu Lin – are all seniors. Because so many active members are graduating in the spring, the chapter wanted to focus on recruiting freshmen and sophomores to serve as the next generation of FBLA. As of January 3rd, 2011, Cedar Crest FBLA has recruited 56 members, and of those members, 35 are underclassmen while 21 are seniors and 25 are returning members from last year. Thirty-one members are new recruits this year. Overall, Cedar Crest FBLA has added 14 students to the 42 members that were registered last year.

Freshman Orientation

To encourage membership among new students, returning FBLA members volunteered at Cedar Crest High School’s Freshman Orientation on August 26th. They acted as greeters in the entrance lobby, welcoming freshmen and their parents to the school. Volunteers distributed class schedules, campus maps, and other information while promoting FBLA and encouraging incoming students to join the club. After receiving all the necessary papers, orientation attendees were introduced to the high school administration and student handbook during a general presentation. Freshmen were then allowed to explore the hallways with their schedule and map in hand. FBLA members played an important role in guiding new students and answering questions as they walked through the school aiding lost students and parents.

Volunteering at Freshman Orientation gave FBLA a chance to boost their visibility to new students. Volunteers dressed in business attire and conducted themselves in a professional manner--promoting the general principles of FBLA. This attracted the attention of many students and parents. FBLA is the only club open to freshmen that participates in Orientation. National Honor Society also provides student guides for the event, but only recruits junior and senior members. 

Classroom Presentations

During the month of September, the chapter officers had the opportunity to visit business classrooms and speak about FBLA. Because students enrolled in these classes have already displayed an interest in developing business skills, they are excellent candidates for membership. The officers created Microsoft PowerPoint presentations that covered an introduction of FBLA, a list of chapter activities, and some benefits of membership. They took time out of their school day to visit classrooms and personally invited business students to the school year’s first meeting. They also answered any questions the students had about the club. The presentations were interactive and fun; students could win candy by guessing FBLA trivia.  From those presentations, CCHS FBLA noticed a drastic increase in freshmen and first-time members – a measure of chapter growth that is attributed to the success of these business class presentations.
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Ice Cream Social

To kick off the year’s activities, FBLA hosted its second annual ice cream social on September 22, 2010. That Wednesday, CCHS students stayed after school to eat ice cream, meet FBLA members, and learn more about the organization. The free ice cream sundaes provided an incentive for students to come, but most of them just enjoyed the spending time with their friends and seeing what FBLA is all about. Games and activities were planned by the officer team that made the afternoon both interactive and serving as an ice-breaker for new and old members to create bonds with one another. FBLA provides many opportunities throughout the year for members to meet other students who share similar interests. Projects and conferences help members develop networking skills and make many new friends.

*Picture of ice cream social

Recruitment of Chapters

During the month of January, Cedar Crest FBLA sent several letters to high school administrators and business teachers at local schools that don’t have FBLA chapters. The letters emphasized the opportunities FBLA gives to students interested in business and how it enriches knowledge and character. The letters also provided information on how to charter an FBLA chapter and contact information to Cedar Crest adviser, Amy Stamm, and the Regional Adviser Stephanie Rowe. 

Leadership Development

Chapter Officers

The 2010-2011 Chapter Officers are honored to serve you and would like to introduce themselves...

Cedar Crest High School 

Chapter President- Martin Schneck IV

Martin David Schneck was selected as the CCHS Chapter President in the spring of 2010. He also served as the PA FBLA Region 15 Secretary. Martin is a senior; this is his fourth year participating in the organization. He served as Chapter Vice President his junior year. He has attended several workshops and conferences at the regional and state level. Martin has demonstrated a strong dedication to the organization’s success and is a role model to many young students in the school.

Vice President - Jennifer Ward

Secretary - Meghan Bashore

Treasurer- Gregory Drupp

Gregory is a senior at Cedar Cedar Crest High School. He joined FBLA freshman year, and has been an active member for four years. Gregory has competed at the regional level four years, for the state community service project, and will compete in Accounting II senior year at the state level. Gregory has been club Treasurer for three years, and a member of the National Business Honor Society and the National Honor Society for two years.

Parliamentarian - Robyn Moore

Robyn is a senior at Cedar Crest High School, and became a member of the school’s FBLA chapter as a sophomore. She served as historian of the chapter as a junior and parliamentarian as a senior. Outside of active FBLA work, Robyn engages in various musical activities including band, chorus, and playing the piano.

Historian - Alexa Fisher

Reporter - Jiyu Lin

Jiyu is a senior at Cedar Crest High School. She joined FBLA when she was a sophomore, and has been an active member ever since. She has competed at regional and state conferences, and is a member of the National Business Honor Society. She also serves as the 2010-2011 PA Region 15 President. When she is not working on FBLA activities, Jiyu likes to play volleyball and listen to music. 

Homeroom meetings
A very convenient feature of the CCHS scheduling system is that all club officers are placed in the homeroom of the club’s adviser. This allows the officers to meet together with the adviser every morning, which greatly improves communication and productivity. During homeroom, the officers discuss upcoming activities and plan chapter meetings.

Attendance at RLW

On October 14, 2010 chapter officers Martin Schneck, Gregory Drupp, Jiyu Lin, Alexa Fisher, and 15 other members attended the Region 15 Workshop. The workshop was hosted by Camp Refreshing Mountain in Stevens, PA. Students from Palmyra, Bishop McDevitt, Upper Dauphin, Lebanon, and several other high schools came together to engage in various outdoor team-building activities. Team challenges included “The Mine Field”, “The Raging River”, and “Helium Hoop.” The challenges enforced communication, interpersonal, and critical thinking skills.


[image: image3]
Attendance at SLW

On October 24-25, 2010, Cedar Crest chapter officers and honorary member Jolene Schott traveled to the Penn Stater Convention Center in State College, PA for the FBLA State Leadership Workshop. They spent two days participating in leadership building activities with other FBLA members from across the state.

*Picture of SLW
Preparation of students for business careers
Chapter Officer Appointment Process
Candidates for the 2010-11 chapter officer team were required to complete an application that detailed the candidate’s extracurricular activities and personal characteristics. They also had to act professionally at an interview with the chapter adviser and answer questions about their involvement and dedication to FBLA. Only after demonstrating an adequate professional competency and enthusiasm for the office did the candidate receive the position. This experience gave the applicants practical business knowledge of job placement procedures.

Business Competitive Events
All FBLA members are highly encouraged to enter competitive events at the regional, state, and national level conferences. The diverse list of competitive events offered to students gives them the opportunity to study many different business topics. Recognition for outstanding performances at the competitions gives incentives to students to study hard and test well.


[image: image4]
Cedar Crest FBLA at the Regional Leadership Conference

Business Classes

Cedar Crest High School offers many business courses, including:

Accounting 1

Accounting 2-H

Accounting 3-H

Advertising

Advanced Keyboarding

Business Management & Marketing

Business/Personal Law

Business/Personal Finance

Entrepreneurship

Future Professional's Internship

Introduction to Business/Junior Achievement

Marketing

Keyboarding

Note-taking Skills

Office Professional Skill & Personal Development

Supervised Business Partnership

These courses offer Cedar Crest students the opportunity to gain critical business-related financial, legal, and technological knowledge. The excellent teachers at Cedar Crest High School prepare students for the further study of economics or finance in college. Many FBLA members are enrolled in business classes and take advantage of the early exposure to business education. 

Part-time Employment

Cedar Crest FBLA members are ambitious young adults. Many of them hold part-time jobs in the local community. Members work at Giant groceries, Sears department store, Golden Corral Restaurant and other local businesses.

Part-time jobs help young adults learn the value of hard work and give them their first experiences with money management.

*Picture of somebody at their job?
Professional Business Attire

All Cedar Crest FBLA members were taught how to dress professionally for business functions by learning the FBLA dress code. Members were required to wear business attire at all presentations, special functions, workshops, and conferences. This meant dark shoes, dress pants, shirts, suits, and ties for the gentlemen, and dress slacks, skirts, blouses and suit jackets for ladies. Learning how to present themselves well in clothing choice will help prepare them for the level of professionalism needed in the business world.

*Picture of some members in professional attire
Service to the school and community
Volunteer at Open House

When it came time for Cedar Crest High School to hold its Open House, FBLA members were among the first to volunteer. At Open House, volunteers distributed schedules and maps to parents as they explored the school and met their children’s teachers.

Red Cross Blood Drive

FBLA continued its service with the American Red Cross this year by hosting two blood drives - one in April and one in November. FBLA recruits students, teachers, and friends to donate blood. On the date of the drive, members set up donation tables and equipment in the school gym. Volunteers worked at the registration desk, donation stations, and refreshment area. They assisted in sorting and delivering blood donations to the appropriate Red Cross employee. 

Blood donations are a very meaningful contribution to the community.  The actual donation time only takes about 8-10 minutes, but in that short amount of time, the gift of life is given to someone in need. Blood donations go to help accident victims, surgery patients, and any person who needs a blood transfusion. Each unit of blood taken is separated into 3 parts (plasma, platelets, and red blood cells), so every donation can help up to 3 people in need.
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FBLA members and adviser Mrs. Stamm show off their bandages after donating blood

Cedar Crest FBLA collected --- productive units of blood at their April drive and --- units at the November blood drive. 

Food and Toiletry Drive

From November 1-12, FBLA collected food and toiletry items for the Lebanon County Christian Ministries. To encourage students to donate, the drive was turned into a friendly competition between the school’s faculty members. Students gave their donations to their favorite teacher, and whichever teacher collected the most won the title “King or Queen of Cans.” The drive was successful, shown through the 618 pounds of food FBLA presented to LCCM.
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FBLA members sort donation items during the food and toiletry drive

Cooperation with business, professional, and service groups

American Red Cross

Twice a year, Cedar Crest FBLA teams up with the American Red Cross to host a blood drive. Tiffany Brown, a representative of the Northeastern Pennsylvania Blood Region, has been in communication with our chapter for many years. A few weeks before each drive, she visits the school to speak with FBLA members about Red Cross mission goals and also to help recruit student donors. 
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Lebanon Country Christian Ministries

Over twenty years ago, several churches in Lebanon, PA, came together and pledged to help relieve local hunger. They created the Lebanon County Christian Ministries, an organization dedicated to “making a difference by filling the physical and spiritual needs in individual lives,” thereby building a community that is “a better place to live.” They provide free food, clothing, medical aid, and emergency transportation to people in need. Every month, LCCM provides over 30,000 pounds of food and 1,300 clothing items to families in the area. 

During the month of November, Cedar Crest FBLA held a food and toiletry drive to collect donations for LCCM. Chapter adviser Amy Stamm contacted Laura Page, representative from the LCCM to check the Food Bank Wish List and to coordinate the donation pick-up time. 
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Lebanon County Christian Ministries

Participation in public relations and activities

Bulletin Board

Before the school year began, the officers collected various photographs and decorated the FBLA bulletin that is displayed in the school’s business hallway. The bulletin board’s theme is the question “Why FBLA?” This question is often asked by students who are wondering “Why should I join FBLA?” and “What is special about FBLA that makes me want to join?” The board answers with “Trips, Workshops & Conferences, Community Service, Competition, and Fun.” The bulletin board was a marketing tool to encourage business students to join FBLA. We used many photographs of the chapter at fun events and leadership-building activities to promote the club.


[image: image9]Officers Jen Ward and Meghan Bashore stand next to the FBLA Bulletin Board
Posters 
Throughout the year, Cedar Crest FBLA created posters advertising the club and various club events. In the fall, hand-decorated posters publicized the time and place of our first meeting and invited new students to come. Posters were also used to promote the ice cream social, blood drive, food and toiletry drive/King of Cans collection, and many other FBLA events.

Social Networking Sites
Cedar Crest FBLA has also used social networking sites to communicate with members and promote club activities. The officer team created a Facebook group page where members can post messages, view photos, and stay updated on chapter news. The group page is exclusively for FBLA members, who must be invited by one of the officers, who are also the administrators of the Facebook page.

Submission to Penn Pal

After a successful recruitment venture at the annual Freshman Orientation, Cedar Crest FBLA wanted to share their experience with other state chapters. To do this, the chapter wrote an article about volunteering and recruitment at the Orientation to the Penn Pal, the PA newsletter released by the State Reporter. The article was published in the November 2010 issue. 

Monthly Chapter Newsletter

To keep our busy members informed of FBLA activities, the chapter reporter created a newsletter that was distributed at monthly meetings. The newsletter gave reviews of past chapter activities and promoted future events. Consolidating chapter news into one convenient publication saved time during meetings and kept members who missed monthly to up-to-date with events. 

Support of FBLA national and state projects
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Habitat for Humanity - iFlurtz surveys

In February 2010, the students at Cedar Crest High School were making preparations for Valentine’s Day. FBLA took this time of romance as an opportunity to raise some money to support Habitat for Humanity, the 2009-2010 PA State project. Each student in the school was asked to complete an iFlurtz survey, a short compatibility questionnaire. FBLA members collected the completed surveys and sent them to iFlurtz, where they were sorted and printed. During the week before February 14, Cedar Crest students could purchase their compatibility results in the cafeteria. The cost was 3 dollars to see which classmates you were considered most compatible with. Each printout also included interesting facts, a horoscope reading, and fun celebrity love matches.  Cedar Crest. All the profits from this fundraiser were donated to Habitat for Humanity.  
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American Enterprise Day

On November 15, 2010, Cedar Crest FBLA recognized National American Enterprise Day. It is a day to appreciate, understand, and promote the American enterprise system and the opportunities it gives to people pursuing business. To celebrate the occasion and teach members about American Enterprise, the chapter officers created ??????
Teen Challenge

At the October State Leadership Workshop, CCHS FBLA entered a team in the Teen Challenge dodgeball tournaments. The players collected sponsorship money to donate to Teen Challenge, this year’s state project. Our chapter team gave over 450 dollars to support the charity. 
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FBLA-PBL Week

The week of February 7, 2010, Cedar Crest FBLA joined the national PBL division in celebrating FBLA-PBL week. The week is dedicated to promoting FBLA and its values of progressive business education. 

    

Participation at state and national conferences

2010 State Leadership Conference

In April 2010, Cedar Crest FBLA traveled to the Hershey Lodge and Convention Center to attend the annual Pennsylvania State Leadership Conference. Cedar Crest competed in chapter and individual events. 

Cedar Crest FBLA had seven members attend the 2010 SLC. In order to reach this level of competition, members had to first gain recognition at the fall regional conference or pass a preliminary round of judging. One extra member also had the opportunity to attend to the conference based on their outstanding participation in the chapter’s activities. Competitors and their awards are as follows:

Community Service Project: 

Martin Schneck, Greg Drupp, Jiyu Lin; 7th place

Business Communication: 

Jiyu Lin; 6th place

Recognition

FBLA Events

Virtual Business Challenge

This fall, two student teams from Cedar Crest FBLA competed in the FBLA Virtual Business Challenge. For this event, each team used computer simulation software created by Knowledge Matters to operate a virtual business. The computer program is called Virtual Business – Management 2.0. Competitors had to open and operate a distribution company. Team “Ponzi” consisted of FBLA member Nathan Rubinstein and Team “The Hamden Forkners” was made of members Martin Schneck and Greg Drupp. Team Ponzi earned a place of 2nd out of 39 teams from Pennsylvania and 18th out of 381 teams across the nation. The Hamden Forkners placed 22nd in the state and 276th in the nation. 

    School, community, business activities
Penn Pal

Chapter reporter submitted an article to the State publication Penn Pal publicizing the chapter’s efforts to recruit new members at Freshman Orientation. The article was published in the November 2010 issue. 

Talon

CCHS FBLA was mentioned in the school newspaper The Talon on several occasions. In the September issue, FBLA was recognized for their involvement in Freshman Orientation. The online edition of the Talon featured the November Food and Toiletry Drive FBLA hosted for LCCM.

Lebanon Daily News
On December 21, 2010, Cedar Crest FBLA submitted a press release to the town newspaper on the recent Regional Leadership Conference. Thirteen members placed in their competitive events, and two Cedar Crest members were installed as regional officers. The press release recognized these outstanding members and wished them well in their competition at States.

Businesslike Procedures
The Cedar Crest FBLA chapter attempts to maintain all business-like standards, as stated in Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised, the official handbook for FBLA principles and procedures. To aid in the effectiveness of maintaining parliamentary procedures during chapter meetings, the chapter purchased a gavel in November 2010. The chapter has also pushed for continual use of orderly, democratic parliamentary procedure during meetings. This has created more floor time for officers to address new and old issues, and more time for members to come forth with their own ideas. Thus, the chapter has been more productive as well as organized by maintaining a standard business-like atmosphere aided by implementation of effective parliamentary procedure during meetings.

Chapter management 

All the officers and members of Cedar Crest FBLA arduously worked for the up-keep of the chapter. On October 24 and 25, 2010, the officers attended the Pennsylvania State Leadership Workshop in State College, Pennsylvania to attend workshops and increase their knowledge about chapter management and other FBLA-related topics to share with their fellow members. The knowledge gained at the SLW has inspired its attendees to take new strives for FBLA and to better the Cedar Crest chapter, while supplying basic helpful information about FBLA history and activities, and allowing officers to collaborate with and learn from their peers.

Chapter meetings

Cedar Crest FBLA meets the third Wednesday of every month during activity period. Each meeting lasts about 30 minutes and is held in Mrs. Stamm’s business classroom. Upon entering, members are given a copy of the meeting agenda and a transcript of the previous month’s recorded minutes. The members also sign a registrar to record their attendance. Chapter President Marin Schneck calls each meeting to order with a wrap of his gavel. 

Agenda, minutes, parliamentary procedure

Increased usage of proper parliamentary procedure in the chapter has included precise, eloquent motion-making, allowing majority votes amongst the members for all chapter decisions, proper allotment of time for addressing issues, and concise note-taking to record all chapter decisions.

*Picture of Marty with his gavel?

Financial development

Fundraising and Dues

Welch’s Fruit Snack Fundraiser

From October 18 to 29, FBLA members sold Welch’s Fruit Snacks to raise money for club expenses and chapter activities. Each member was asked to sell one box containing 54 packets. Each packet cost $1.00. The fundraiser made about 500 dollars in net income.  
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Club Dues

As of January 1st, Cedar Crest FBLA has collected $660 in membership dues for the 2010-2011 school year. Club dues this year were $12 dollars per person. This amount accounts for 55 of the current members; one student was given a free membership from a raffle drawing. 

State/National Dues

PA FBLA state dues were $6 and FBLA-PBL national dues were also $6. Cedar Crest FBLA did not keep any of the money it collected from dues at the local chapter level. They spent $672 dollars in state and national dues. 
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