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Education: 

 

 Yale University (1977-83)   Ph.D., December 1983 

       M.Phil., with distinction, 1979 

       M.A., June 1978 

 

 Oxford University (1975-77)   M.A., March 1982 

       (Worcester College)   B.A., with First Class Honors in Modern History, 

July 1977 

 

 Williams College (1971-75)   B.A., Summa cum laude, with Highest Honors in  

History and in English, June 1975 

 

Administrative Positions Held: 

 

Interim Dean, College of Arts & Sciences, University of Washington, Jan 2012-present.  As Interim 

Dean, I am responsible for a college with 38 academic units, more than 800 full-time faculty, and an 

annual instructional and research budget of approximately $290 million.  Direct reports include four 

divisional deans, four associate deans, and the College Director of Finance and Administration.   

  Key initiatives currently underway: 

 Directed $10 million in new instructional resources to A&S departments for 2012-13, 

expanding student access to high demand classes and improving the quality of the 

undergraduate student experience. 

 Working with the Director of Finance and Administration and the Executive Staff to 

develop a new salary plan for A&S faculty and staff, with substantial pay increases to 

begin in July 2013. 

 Working with A&S Executive Staff and Deans of other Colleges to develop new, 

College-level, interdisciplinary undergraduate major programs, including Integrated 

Sciences, Cinema and Media Studies, Humanities, and Life Sciences. 

 Working with the Executive Staff and the Associate Dean for Advancement to develop 

and refine A&S vision and goals in preparation for a new capital campaign. 
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 Authorized aggressive faculty hiring plans in 2011-12 and 2012-13, with special focus on 

supporting natural sciences departments and university-level initiatives.. 

 Working with student leadership to create a new A&S Advisory Council for Students, 

which will have input on major college budget decisions, beginning October 2012. 

  

Divisional Dean of Arts and Humanities, University of Washington, Oct 2007-Dec 2011..  As 

Divisional Dean, I  was responsible for two separate divisions of the College of Arts and Sciences 

comprising 23 academic units and museums, 250 faculty, and a budget of $40 million per year.   

Key achievements: 

 Led development of a new, cross-disciplinary Humanities major that will draw courses 

from departments across all four divisions of the College, increasing both the depth and 

breadth of student learning.  This new “modular” framework will make the division much 

more nimble in responding to the rapidly changing interests of students and faculty; open 

opportunities for student/faculty research collaborations; and encourage cross-

disciplinary cooperation inside and outside the Humanities Division (ongoing, awaiting 

Faculty Senate approval). 

 Led successful effort to redefine how students meet A&S foreign language proficiency 

requirements.  As a result, 80% of entering UW students now meet this requirement on 

entrance.  This has allowed us to shift teaching resources to upper-level and less-

commonly-taught languages, while meeting more of the demand from students who want 

to take introductory courses in French, Spanish, and Italian.   

 Initiated a fundamental rethinking of the mission and direction of the School of Music, 

led by a new Director whom I appointed, and made possible by a new funding model, 

approved by the UW Board of Regents in October 2011. 

 Improved faculty morale in Arts and Humanities Divisions while leading both divisions 

through painful budget cuts. 

 

Divisional Dean of Social Sciences, University of Washington, 2003-2005.  As dean, I oversaw a 

division of the College of Arts and Sciences comprising 13 academic units, 270 faculty, and a budget of 

$32 million per year.   

Key achievements: 

 Led hiring initiatives in population, race and ethnicity, and international studies, building 

strength in all these areas while diversifying the faculty. 

 Rebuilt South Asian Studies, resulting in two successful rounds of Title VI funding. 

 Improved response times, record-keeping, and communication with divisional chairs and 

faculty while eliminating a backlog of administrative requests and proposals. 

 Repaired relationships between dean’s office and key social science departments. 

 

Chair, Department of History, University of Washington, 1997-2002.  As chair, I administered a 

department of approximately 40 faculty, 8 staff, 90 graduate students, 600 majors, and a budget of $4 

million per year (then).   

Key achievements: 

 Hired 11 new faculty members, 9 of whom were from underrepresented groups.   

 Led successful efforts to build new programs in African American history, Asian 

American history, women’s history, and cultural history. 

 Reorganized administrative staff through lay-offs and new hires. 
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 Brought about closer alignment between departmental goals and college-level initiatives 

in undergraduate education, teaching and learning, and faculty diversity. 

 

Chair, Jewish Studies Program, University of Washington, 1994-1997.  As chair, I administered a 

program of 12 faculty, 2 staff, and 10 majors housed within the Jackson School of International Studies.   

Key achievements: 

 Strengthened relationships with principal funders, including the Stroum family and the 

Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle. 

 Reorganized administrative staff responsibilities. 

 Helped to establish Jewish Studies as an important contributor to the mission of JSIS. 

 

 

Academic Positions Held: 

 

 Professor of History, University of Washington, 1996 - present 

 

 Associate Professor of History, University of Washington, 1990-1996 

 

 Assistant Professor of History, University of Washington, 1988-1990 

 

 Assistant Professor of History, Yale University, 1984-88 (declined promotion to associate prof) 

 

 

Academic Honors (Selected): 

 

 Skotheim Lecturer, Whitman College, October 2008 

Stroum Endowed Chair in Jewish Studies, Univ. of Washington, Jan 2006-Dec 2007 

 University of Washington Distinguished Teaching Award, 1997 

 Fellow, John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, 1993 

 Fellowship Recipient, American Council of Learned Societies, 1992-93  

 Fellow of the Royal Historical Society (1987 - present) 

 Yale College Prize for Distinguished Undergraduate Teaching, 1987 

 Worcester College, Oxford, First Prize in History, 1977 

 Phi Beta Kappa, Williams College, 1974 

 

 

Professional Positions Held: 

 

 Member, International Advisory Committee, “Fine Rolls Publication Project for the Reign of  

Henry III,” King’s College, University of London (2005 –  present) 

 Member of the Editorial Board, Jewish History (1999 - 2010) 

 Member of the Council, The Pipe Roll Society (1996 -  present) 

 Co-Editor, Studies in Medieval Culture and Society, published by Macmillan (1996-2009) 

 Member of the Editorial Board, The Medieval Review, (1993-2002) 

Member, Medieval Academy Reprints for Teaching Committee (2002-2007) 

 Member of the Medieval Academy Committee on the American Historical Association Program,  
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1997-2000 

 

 

Administrative Committee Service (Selected): 

 

 Lead, Teaching and Learning Working Group (a part of UW’s 2Y2D initiative), 2011-12 

 Member, Office of Global Affairs Working Group, 2011-12 

 Member, Provost’s Advisory Committee on Enterprise Risk Management, 2012- 

 Member, Odegaard Library Renovation, Phase 1 Steering Committee, 2011-12 

 Co-Chair, Odegaard Writing and Research Center Board, 2010 - present 

 Co-Chair, Odegaard Undergraduate Library Visioning Committee, 2009-10 

 Member, Search Committee for a new Dean of the Law School, 2008-9 

 Member, Search Committee for a new Dean of the Graduate School, 2008-9 

 Member, University Budget Committee, 2008-2010 

 Chair, Advisory Committee on Intercollegiate Athletics (2007 - present) 

 Chair, 10 Year Review Committee for the Dept. of Philosophy, Univ. of Washington, 2007 

 Chair, Writing Council, College of Arts and Sciences, 2003-2006 

 Chair, 10 Year Review Committee, Interdisciplinary Near and Middle Eastern Studies, 2003-4 

 Department Representative, Faculty Senate, 2003-4 

 Member, 10 Year Review Committee, Anthropology Department, 2000 

 Chair, Ad Hoc Committee to recommend a new Political Science Chair, 2000 

Chair, Mission Statement Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, 1998-99 

 Member, Ad Hoc Committee to recommend a new Anthropology Chair, 1998 

 Member, Teaching Academy Board, 1998-2002 

 Member, Program on the Environment Governing Board, 1998-2001 

 Chair, University Academic Council, 1990-92 (a joint faculty/administration long range planning  

Committee; its functions have since been folded into those of the Faculty Senate  

Committee on Planning and Budgeting, a change I initiated) 

 Member, Faculty Senate Executive Committee, 1990-2 

 Undergraduate Program Coordinator, History Dept., 1990-92 

 

 

Published Books: 

 

 Politics, Policy, and Finance under Henry III, 1216-1245, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1987. 

 

 Receipt and Issue Rolls, 26 Henry III. Pipe Roll Society.  New Series 49 (for 1987-88).   

London, 1992. 

 

The Making of England to 1399,  Houghton Mifflin, Boston, 2001 (now Cengage Learning).  

Volume I of a four volume series, This Realm of England.  General Editor:  Lacey  

Baldwin Smith.  Co-author with Robin Chapman Stacey and the late C. Warren Hollister. 

 

Western Civilizations, 16
th

 Edition, W.W. Norton and Co., New York (2008); 15
th

 Edition,   

2005; 14
th

 edition, 2002.  Co-author, with Prof. Judith Coffin of the University of Texas 

at Austin. I was responsible for the entirety of Volume I (to 1789). 
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Books in Progress: 

 

 “Adam of Bristol” and the Development of Ritual Crucifixion Tales in Medieval England.   

Approximately 200 pages written.  No contracts signed. 

 

 The English Jews in the Middle Ages, 1066-1290.  A collection of my essays on this subject, to  

be published by Ashgate/Variorum.  Contract offered, but not yet signed. 

 

 Classic Essays on Medieval Jewish History.  Ashgate/Variorum.  Contract signed; manuscript  

due in December 2011. 

 

 

   Published Articles: 

 

 “King Henry III and the Jews,” in Jews in Medieval Christendom, ed. Merrall Price and Kristine 

Utterback (Brill, 2014).  In press. 

 

 “The Massacres of 1189-90 and the Origins of the Jewish Exchequer,” in English Society and the 

Jews in the Middle Ages:  The York Massacre of 1190 in Context, ed. Sarah Rees-Jones, Sethina 

Watson, and Hugh Doherty (Boydell and Brewer, 2012).  In press. 

 

 “Adam of Bristol and Tales of Ritual Crucifixion in Medieval England,” Thirteenth-Century 

England 11 (Boydell and Brewer, 2007), pp. 1-15. 

 

 Twenty entries for The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, ed. Colin Matthew, Oxford 

University Press, 2004, amounting to approximately 14,000 words. 

 

 “The English Jews under Henry III,” in The Jews in Medieval Britain:  Sources, Revisions, New 

Directions, ed. Patricia Skinner (Boydell, 2003), pp. 41-54. 

 

 "Jews and Christians in Twelfth-Century England: Some Dynamics of a Changing Relationship," 

in Jews and Christians in Twelfth Century Europe, ed. Michael Signer and John Van Engen (Univ. of 

Notre Dame Press, 2001), pp. 340-54.  

 

 “Antisemitism and the Medieval English State,” in The Medieval English State: Essays 

Presented to James Campbell, ed. John R. Maddicott and David Palliser  (Hambledon Press, London and 

Rio Grande, 2000), pp. 163-77.   

 

 "Social Change in the Thirteenth Century:  Nobles and Knights," in The New Cambridge 

Medieval History, Volume V, c.1198-c.1300, ed. David S.H. Abulafia (Cambridge University Press, 

1999), pp. 13-25.  
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 "Crusades, Martyrdoms, and the Jews of Norman England, 1096-1199," in  Juden und Christen 

zur Zeit der Kreuzzüge ("Jews and Christians in the Crusade Period"), ed. Alfred Haverkamp, 

(Sigmaringen, 1999), pp. 233-51. 

 

 "From Ritual Crucifixion to Host Desecration: Jews and the Body of Christ," Jewish History 

12:1 (Spring, 1998), pp.11-28. 

 

 "Parliamentary Negotiation and the Expulsion of the Jews from England," Thirteenth-Century 

England VI, ed. Michael Prestwich, R.H. Britnell, and Robin Frame (Boydell, 1997), pp.77-101.  

 

"Law, Landholding, and 'the Feudal Time,'" review article for The Journal of British Studies 35:4 

(Oct, 1996), pp. 531-6. 

 

 "Jewish Lending and the Medieval English Economy," in A Commercialising Economy?  

England 1000-1300, ed. Richard Britnell and Bruce Campbell (Manchester University Press, 1994), pp. 

78-101.  

 

 "The Age of Chivalry," in The Laws of War: Constraints on Warfare in the Western World, ed. 

Michael Howard, George Andreopoulos and Mark R. Shulman (Yale University Press, 1994), pp. 27-39.  

 

 "History, Religion, and Medieval Antisemitism:  A Response to Gavin Langmuir," review essay 

on Gavin Langmuir, History, Religion, and Antisemitism (Berkeley, 1990) and Toward a Definition of 

Antisemitism (Berkeley, 1991) for Religious Studies Review (April, 1994), pp. 1-7. 

 

 "Thirteenth-Century Anglo-Jewry and the Problem of the Expulsion,", in Expulsion and 

Resettlement (in Hebrew), ed. Yosef Kaplan and David Katz (Jerusalem, 1993), pp. 9-25. 

 

 "The Conversion of Jews to Christianity in Thirteenth-Century England,"Speculum 67:2 (April, 

1992), pp. 263-83. 

 

 "Crusades, Crusaders, and the Baronial Gravamina of 1263-4," Thirteenth-Century England III, 

ed. P.R. Coss and S.D.Lloyd (Boydell and Brewer, 1991), pp. 137-50.  

 

 "1240-1260: A Watershed in Anglo-Jewish Relations?" Historical Research 61 (June, 1988), pp. 

135-50.  

 

 "Recent Work on Medieval English Jewish History," Jewish History 2:2 (Fall, 1987), pp. 61-72.  

 

 "Agricultural Investment and the Management of the Royal Demesne Manors, 1236-40,”  

Journal of Economic History 46:4 (Dec., 1986), pp. 919-34.  

 

 "Royal Taxation and the Social Structure of Medieval Anglo-Jewry: The Tallages of 1239-42,"  

Hebrew Union College Annual 56 (1985), pp. 175-249. 

 

Plus some 30 scholarly reviews and 30 conference papers not listed. 


