Minutes of May Meeting 2013

________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall on Monday 20th May 2013.
In Attendance:

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. Finnan McCoy
Members: 
Councillors: M. Bellew D. Breathnach, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, A. Donohoe, L. English, F. Godfrey, A. Grehan, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, M. Murnaghan, M. O’ Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan,  P. Savage,  T. Sharkey, O. Tully


Officials:

J. Martin, Co. Manager




B. Woods, Head of Finance





J Mc Guinness, Director of Services




F. Pentony, Director of Services




M. Curran, Director of Services




G. Kelly, Senior Engineer




W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer




P. Donnelly, Meetings Administrator

Apologies:

Councillors. P. Bell & P. Smith 
Minute No. 84/13

Confirmation of Minutes
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. L. English

And Resolved:-

That the minutes of the ordinary Meeting held on 15th April 2013 be confirmed
Minute No. 85/13

Minutes - For information

The minutes of the following meetings were noted




· CPG







05/04/2013
· Traveller Consultative Committee



18/04/2013
· Economic Development & Future Planning


14/02/2013
· Mid Louth Area Meeting




04/04/2013
· South Louth Area Meeting




08/04/2013
· North Louth Area Meeting




03/04/2013
Minute No. 86/13

Committee Reports

Corporate Policy Group – An Cathaoirleach Cllr. F. McCoy reported on the meeting of 9th May 2013

Housing Strategic Policy Committee – Cllr. J. Ryan reported on the meeting held on 25th March, 2013
Environment Strategic Policy Committee – Cllr. M. O’Dowd reported on the meeting held on 11th April, 2013
Minute No. 87/13

Date for Annual General Meeting

Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy

Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved:-

That the Annual Meeting of Council in accordance with Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2001 be held at 1015 hrs on Monday 17th June 2013
Minute No. 88/13

Local Government Act, 2001 – Section 183 Notice

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly

And Resolved:-

That the Section 183 notice dated 22nd April 2013 in the respect of the disposal of lands, described as No. 30 Cherrywood Park, Tallanstown, Co. Louth, be confirmed to Ms. Annmarie Finnegan of same address.
Minute No. 89/13

Local Government Act, 2001 – Section 183 Notice

Proposed by Cllr. L. English

Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach

And Resolved:-

That the Section 183 notice dated 22nd April 2013 in the respect of the disposal of lands, described as No. 23 Gort na Glaise, Blackrock Co. Louth, be confirmed to Ms. Eleanor Kirwan of same address.
Minute No. 90/13

County Managers, report dated 7th May 2013, in respect of the construction of control room, maintenance building and associated works for narrow water bridge in accordance with Section 179 (4) of the Planning and Development Act, 200 as amended and the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 - 2006
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage
And Resolved:-

To confirm the County Managers report as submitted.
Minute No. 91/13

Rural Water Programme Proposal for Year 2013

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. O. Tully

And Resolved:-

To confirm the programme dated May 2013 as circulated with the agenda.
Minute No. 92/13

Rural Water Programme Year 2012 review

The Members noted the review and congratulated the staff responsible for the delivery of the programme.
Minute No. 93/13

Event Management Guide

Proposed by Cllr. O. Tully

Seconded by Cllr. L. English

And Resolved:-

To adopt the revised Event Management Guide.

Minute No. 94/13

Vote of Sympathy
Votes of Sympathy were extended to,
Cllr. Oliver Tully on the death of his Brother Mr. James Tully. 
Cllr. Harry Todd, Dundalk Town Council on the death of his wife Mrs. Margaret Todd 
The Family of Mr. Tony (Socks) Byrne, Olympian Boxer, late of Edmonton, Canada and formerly of Drogheda 
Mr. Dermot Finglas (LMFM) on the death of his Son Dermot Jnr.
Mrs Angela Brennan and her Family on the death of her Husband Mr. Johnny (Jack) Brennan, Member of the Mid Louth JPC
Minute No. 95/13

Congratulations
Votes of Congratulations were extended to,

· De La Salle School Ardee on winning the National Five –a-side football championship

· Cllr. Alan Grehan and His wife on the Birth of their Daughter.
Minute No. 96/13

Unaudited Annual Financial Statement

Proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan

Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage

And Resolved:-

To confirm the Annual Financial Statement as presented with the Agenda.
Minute No. 97/13

Allocation of Members Community Grants

Proposed by Cllr. L. English

Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan

And Resolved:-

To confirm the allocation of Members community grants, numbering thirty eight as listed with the agenda.
Minute No. 98/13

Conference /Events
Proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan
Seconded by Cllr. L. English
And Resolved:-

To approve the attendance of Members at conferences endorsed by the CPG on Friday 10th May and recorded in the Conference and Events register.
Minute No. 99/13

Presentation - Louth Volunteer Centre 

The Members noted a Presentation by Mr. John Cotterell Centre Manager with the Louth Volunteer 
Minute No. 100/13
Notice of Motion
Proposed by Cllr. M. O’Dowd
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
 And Resolved:-
That Louth County Council calls on the Government to appoint a Jobs Czar to      coordinate job creation activities in the Public, Private and Third Sector and to      encourage and incentivise innovative thinking in creating jobs.
Minute No. 101/13
Notice of Motion 

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey 

Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan 

 And Resolved:-

That Louth County Council and the County Manager lend their support to and       write to the Minister for Transport to highlight our opposition to the possible       reduction or removal of the Louth Link Rural Transport Scheme.  Over 10,000       people use the Rural Transport Scheme within the county annually, and the       loss of this vital facility would negatively impact on their lives, as they use the       Link to access shops, post offices for pensions, the library, doctors surgeries       and other facets of community life.

Minute No. 102/13
Notice of Motion
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan
And Resolved:-

That Louth County Council provides essential funding in the budget for the maintenance and repairs of all old cemeteries in County Louth as a great number of them are in a state of neglect and need urgent attention.  My concern is for the safety of those who frequent these cemeteries.  These old cemeteries are more than just burial grounds; they are the repositories’ of   history and heritage for generations.

 The following response was noted 

All graveyards and burial grounds were originally owned by the official state church (Church of Ireland). Circa 1870 the Church of Ireland was disestablished as the state church in Ireland and the Church of Ireland retained ownership of a small number of burial grounds still in use at that time. Ownership of some other burial grounds was transferred to state sanitary authorities (later local authorities) at this time.

It is estimated there are approximately 130 to 150 old graveyards and burial grounds in County Louth.  The vast majority of these sites are in private ownerships with the sites not vested in Louth County Council. Of the estimated 130 to 150 sites approximately 29 sites are in the ownership of the local authority. 

There is currently insufficient budgetary funding to maintain the 29 sites in the ownership of the Council. Even if funding was available the local authority cannot enter private properties to carry out works such as grass cutting unless it has legal grounds to do so.

There are risks of injuries to persons visiting these sites. Some sites have uneven surfaces, long grass and hidden stone markers.  Many of the sites contain the ruins of medieval churches which are in poor structural condition and at risk of collapse.  These pose a risk to site visitors. Injured parties may seek recompense from the site owners. If the Council carried out maintenance works on these privately owned sites it could be exposed to legal liability for injuries to third parties.

The scale of funding required to adequately maintain approximately 130 to 150 sites throughout the county means the likelihood of budgetary funding being made available in the short or medium term is remote.

The possibility of local voluntary community or local church groups maintaining some of these sites could be investigated.

Minute No. 103/13
Suspension of Standing Orders

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan

And Resolved:-

To suspend Standing Orders in accordance with Standing Order 24 to permit the business of the meeting continue until 2.00 pm 
Minute No. 104/13
Notice of Motion
Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. E. Corrigan
“That this Council supports a process for the re-unification of Ireland." 

Amendment

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach

Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

“That this Council supports a process for the re-unification of Ireland by peaceful means and with democratic consent”

The amendment was unanimously agreed.  
Minute No. 105/13
Notice of Motion

Proposed by Cllr. E. Corrigan
Seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough

And Resolved:-

"That this council recognises the hardship that the draconian Property Tax will have on already hard-pressed families and supports the introduction of the “Finance (Local Property Tax Repeal) Bill 2013” recently introduced to the Dáil to repeal this charge." -
Minute No. 106/13
Notice of Motion

Proposed by Cllr. E. Corrigan
Seconded by Cllr. T. Sharkey
And Resolved:-

That Louth County Council supports the 'turn off the red light' campaign. Turn off The Red Light is a campaign run by a number of organisations, with the aim to end prostitution and sex trafficking in Ireland. This campaign is calling on the criminalizing of the sex buyer.

Minute No. 107/13

TRANSPORTATION & MARINE PROGRESS REPORT

The Transportation & Marine progress report dated 9th May was discussed and noted by the Members.
Minute No. 108/13
PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT 
The Planning Progress report dated 9th May was discussed and noted by the Members.

Minute No. 109/13
As a quorum was no longer present in the Chamber An Cathaoirleach concluded the business of the meeting.

      The Minutes were confirmed at a meeting of Council held on:-
 
Date:



_________________________


Cathaoirleach:
 
_________________________


Meetings Administrator:
_________________________
________________________________________________________________

COMHAIRLE CONTAE LÚ


