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AGENDA FOR 
Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation 

Elevator Safety Technical Advisory Council 
 

May 10, 2016 
 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

Members: John Antona, Chair; Tim Newton, Vice Chair; Rhonda Montoya Hasan; Tim Mowrey, Sr.; Chris Prather; 
William Snyder; Jerry Wooldridge; James Yohn 

 
 

I. Call to Order         Chair 
 
II. Opening remarks       Chair 

 Roll Call & Visitor introductions 
 

III. Previous Meeting Minutes (Attachment A, pg. 2)    Chair 
 

IV. Bureau Report        BES Chief  
A. Administrative Update 
B. 2016 Legislative Session 

i. SB 1602 – 2016-211, LOF (Attachment B, pg. 8) 
ii. Fire Service Access Elevators (Attachment C, pg. 10) 

C. Sump pump rule (Attachment D, pg. 12) 
 
V. Industry Update        Chair  

A. Manufacturing 
B. Building Design 
C. Building Owners & Managers 
D. Local Government 
E. Private Inspections 
F. Elevator Service Companies 
G. Labor         

 
VI. Old Business        Chair   

A. 2017 Florida Building Code (Attachment E, pg. 13) 
i. Proposed Modifications    

1. Fire Fighters’ Service – s. 3010.1.3  
2. Hoistway Venting  

ii. 2015 International Building Code Changes 
1. Hoistway Pressurization – s. 3006.3.4  
2. Referenced Standards – ASME A17.1-2013  

B. Code Requirements for Permit Expirations  
(Report from Mr. Wooldridge and Mr. Newton) 

 
VI. New Business        Chair     

A. 2017 Legislative Proposals (Attachment F, pg. 28) 
B. Temporary Operating Permits for Alterations (Attachment G, pg. 29) 
C. General Discussion - Open Forum       

 
VII. Next Meeting         Chair 

A. Agenda items and assignments for next meeting  
B. Date     
 

 V.         Closing Remarks and Adjourn Chair 
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Attachment A – Previous Meeting Minutes 
 

Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation 
Elevator Safety Technical Advisory Council 

Meeting Minutes for November 17, 2015 
Reedy Creek Improvement District Office – Lake Buena Vista, FL 

 
 

This document is not intended as a transcript  
 
 
Members present: John Antona (Chair), Tim Newton (Vice Chair), Tim Mowrey, Charles Waters, Jerry Wooldridge  
 
Guests present: Michelle Comingore – Bureau Chief, Karen Shivers – Bureau AA III, Michael Chavez – Miami Dade 
County, Joey Gann- City of Miami Beach, Lee Rigby 
 
I.  Call To Order:  9:05 a.m.          
 
II.  Opening Remarks       
 
Chair Antona asked for roll call (see above list of members and guests present), made opening remarks and introductions, 
and recognized visitors. Chair Antona thanked everyone for their service to ESTAC and thanked Reedy Creek 
  
III. Previous Meeting Minutes     
 
Tim Mowrey made motion to accept minutes 
Charles Waters seconded motion. 
Motion approved and minutes passed 
 
IV.  Bureau Focus - update      
 
Chief Comingore thanked Reedy Creek for hosting ESTAC, also mentioned holding next ESTAC meeting in Tallahassee.   
 
Tim Mowrey offered his office and to walk us through his shop.   
 
Everyone agreed to Tallahassee and Chair Antona said maybe a field trip to Tim’s shop.  
 
Chief Comingore said she would like to have our inspectors visit and stated that all Bureau staff positions are filled.  She 
then went over delinquent elevators (94% compliance rate) and noted that the bureau is processing variances as they are 
submitted.  Discussed recent change to when citations are issued, based on length of delinquency. Also professional 
renewals and credentials opened up on October 15 and due by 12/31/2015. Noted an increase in CC’s and CET’s, but a 
decline in inspectors and elevator companies. Accidents reported for 14/15 was 497 accidents reported - an increase over 
last few years. 
 
Chief Comingore went over 3 rule changes- variances, sump pumps with alarm systems, and the definition of 
replacement. 
 
Tim Mowrey asked how many accident reports were residential.   
 
Chief Comingore stated that since the Bureau does not license residential, we do not have that information.  
 
Chair Antona said the only way to know this would be to license residential elevators. Discussed how deaths were noted, 
probably police. 
  
V. Old Business      
 

A. ASME A17.1-2013, Section 8.6 
ESTAC motion passed to adopt as a rule in May 2015 
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Chief Comingore stated she looked through 8.6 section and there are a lot of references back to other sections of the 
codes and that made her concerned that if we adopt just Section 8.6 that it’s going to reference other things that have to 
be done or comply with that would be different in 2013 in some way from 2009.  
 
Vice Chair Newton said that is always a question, but since we are just taking Section 8 and not parts of Section 8, he 
does not see any conflict.  
 
Chair Antona, said we are only referring to the MCP.  
 
Vice Chair Newton said they do not know if there is any real conflict there and if there are any that come up obviously we 
could work through them, maybe adopt by rule.  
 
Chief Comingore says we cannot enforce the 2013 code.  
 
Vice Chair Newton said we could use it as a reference.  
 
Chief Comingore said yes, but we could not require someone to comply with it. 
 
Chair Anton, said she had a good point because sometime when you take a piece of  new code when we are not 
enforcing that code, that may refer to another item in the 2013 code, it may cause some issues. He stated from the 
beginning the whole point was to clarify the MCP because in the 2009 code the MCP was not clear and in the 2013 it was 
clarified. Chair Antona asked if they agreed with him that we should incorporate it?   
 
Jerry Wooldridge stated if you have a reference the reference is included.   
 
Chief Comingore said to adopt it we need to set an effective date in the future and the process can take about 90 days.  
 
It was discussed that we do this and then the 2013 code be approved before this can go into effect.  
 
Chief Comingore stated that as long as the FBC has 2009 we have to stay with 2009.  
 
Chair Antona asked when the next FBC meets to adopt new code?  
 
Chief Comingore said she is not sure when meeting is but comments are due in January 2016. 
 
All agreed to proceed with adoption of s. 8.6, ASME A17.1-2013 by rule. 
 

B. 2016 Legislative Proposals (handout) 
 

Chief Comingore mentioned that at last meeting the council voted to present two items for legislative changes for the 
upcoming session.  The recommendation to change the code that applies to elevator permits so that all components of 
the building would be under the same code was accepted, but it is not moving forward at this time.  If Chapter 399 is 
opened up, the department will look at trying to get this language added into that bill as an amendment. 
 
Vice Chair Newton, said we need to change this to the building permit (tie it to building permit), because it can take 
months to build building.   
 
Chief Comingore said to implement this we would add a field to the application for permit to capture the building code.  
 
Vice Chair Newton recommends changing (4)(a) also to allow applying for the permit at same time as building permit, 
align serial number to date. 
 
Jerry Wooldridge stated FBC requires work on permit to remain active. 
 
Jerry Wooldridge and Vice Chair Newton will research what the FBC vs. Elevator code state on permit expirations/length 
valid 
 
Chief Comingore reported that the proposal to change the stretcher size for elevators did not pass so size remains 24” X 
76”. 
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C. Alterations and Permits, Replacement Rule 61C-5.008, F.A.C.  
 
Chair Antona read existing definition of replacement to everyone and read draft proposed rule language. 
 
Chief Comingore said it was trying to capture the language of the building code.   
 
Vice Chair Newton discussed modification permit costs more then the part you use and pulling permits for replacement 
parts or updated parts that do the same thing the previous part did, but because it does it differently it is a modification 
per-se, but for it you need a modification permit which can cost more than the part and interpreting modifications the 
difference in the part from a modification or just changing out part for part. 
 
Chief Comingore said it is a case-by-case basis, but what is put in rule is what the contracted jurisdictions are supposed 
to follow.  How everyone interprets them, we cannot control that, and she noted that everyone in the meeting might 
interpret it differently and she cannot create a rule that covers every specific instance or item. The draft language is trying 
to align building code requirement with the rule.  
 
Vice Chair Newton said we need to have a Florida Code and Florida interpretation and then we have one place to go and 
get the interpretation like something that states what we do not need permits for.  
 
Tim Mowrey said that would be tough because there are so many thousands of parts.   
 
Vice Chair Newton said no only the common ones, phones, door edges etc. He stated that on some the parts are the 
same, but a little better like buying better tires for your car they do the same thing mostly, but are better or updated.  
 
Chief Comingore said if it operates in the same manner and does not require making another change, and all you have to 
do is pull that out and put it back in, she sees that as not changing anything.   
 
Tim Mowrey said state is trying to define a like for like replacement. 
 
Vice Chair Newton said if we took out the functionally part.  
 
Lee Rigby said Tim is correct about functionally part.  
 
Chair Antona said he does not disagree with the way it is written now as if you add functionally you should pull a permit.  
 
Vice Chair Newton said we already have this in code, but we added functionality thing and that is the issue, which 
changes what is in our code book. He presented a situation that he considered a replacement, but was issued a citation 
for needing a permit for an alteration. 
 
Chief Comingore said if citation is issued ask for a hearing to discuss.  
 

D. Fall Protection   
 
Chief Comingore discussed whether or not escalators had to have the additional guard rails with State Fire Marshal to find 
out where they stood on issue.  The State Fire Marshal said they do believe it is required of escalators, but it is more of a 
fire code authority issue. Building authorities can require them if they want, but it will not be an elevator violation.  
 
Jerry Wooldridge says that is interesting from Fire Marshal as it is in his code but they are not enforcing it.  
 
Vice Chair Newton and Jerry Wooldridge discussed escalators used as means of egress.   
 
Jerry Wooldridge says this is in NFPA adopted in January 2015. 
 
VI.  New Business     
 

E. Florida Building Code, Chapter 30-2014, FBC updates   
 

Chief Comingore advised council of changes related to occupant evacuation elevators. 
 

F. Fire Service Access Elevators.        
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Chief Comingore reported that HB 915 (2015) has been reintroduced in 2016 as HB 535 and SB 704. 
 
BREAK – 10:33 am to 10:57 am 

  
G. Sump Pump rule          

 
Chief Comingore requested council input on draft on sump pump alarm rule.  
 
Tim Mowrey stated these are installed by others.   
 
Vice Chair Newton said alarm panel should be located somewhere related to elevator. Why take it out of elevator area, if 
in pit or machine room they will call elevator guy. Not an elevator device, but it tells you something is wrong with elevator. 
Not designed for public space; should be in a restricted space-the panel is designed to detect elevator issues. Discussed 
key and who should have access to the key. 
 
Chair Antona asked if we should change the wording.  Chair Antona discussed wording to be used- A sump pump with an 
alarm system approved by the plumbing authority having jurisdiction may be installed in the elevator pit.   
 
Vice Chair Newton said the wording can read “A sump pump alarm where required, can be installed in the pit, hoistway or 
machine room.  He suggested the alarm system controls can be installed in the pit, hoistway, machine space or machine 
room.  
 
Chair Antona said he thinks it should say something like subject to the approval by the elevator contractor.  

 
Vice Chair Newton disagreed, stating then every contract will have his own opinion, wants to be specific where it can be 
located and leave it at that it is not restricted to those locations it just says it is allowed in those locations.  
 
Tim Mowrey agreed, but says to use shall be installed, because then it cannot be put say in a 3rd floor apartment.  
 
Chief Comingore advised that ”shall be” could be an issue, as it is not elevator equipment, but is under the plumbing code.  
 
Council agreed the new wording is “Where required, can be installed in the pit, hoistway, machine space or machine 
room”.  

 
H.  Oil lines re: Broward County    

 
Tim Mowrey stated he had sent an inquiry to Chief Comingore and Doug Melvin noting that on every job William 
Redmond of Broward County inspects on their equipment he says he does not like the oil line fittings; he does not think 
they meet code. Tim Mowrey said they submitted all the criteria on oil line fitting to the State of Florida probably 15 years 
ago, also to Broward County and Dade County.  There is nothing wrong with the fittings; the problem is William Redmond 
who discusses this in front of the contractor in a very negative manner. Tim Mowrey wants to know who to get with to 
complain about William Redmond to the authority? Tim Mowrey said he asked Doug Melvin and Doug told him to call the 
building commission in Broward County; however, he has sent 3 emails to William Redmond and his son has called the 
Broward County Commission 3 times and they have not received any response from either of their requests. Tim Mowrey 
asked doesn’t the State have a contract with them.  
 
Chief Comingore advised she will go over the contract and get back with Tim and contact William Redmond on this issue.  
 
Vice Chair Newton agreed with Tim Mowrey that you cannot get anyone to call you back.  
 
Chief Comingore stated she will talk to William Redmond. 
 

I. Proposed FBC Mods     
i.   Hoistway venting for observation elevators 

 
Chair Antona asked where wording came from? 
 
Mike Chavez stated he had drafted the language and he took it from car ventilation language in A17.1. He thinks it should 
be performance–based, rather than prescriptive and he thinks it should read “Ventilation shall be provided to ensure that 
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the temperature in the hoistway will not exceed more than two degrees than ambient and it is their choice how they do it. 
Whether it is forced ventilation or air conditioning, etc or depending on how they want to do it. Mr. Chavez also mentioned 
MRL elevators that are 2 stop and have no hoistway ventilation and machinery is located in the shaft and they get around 
this by enforcing the requirement in the elevator code that states that proper machine room ventilation shall be provided 
but if mentioned in the FBC then architects would know that proper ventilation in that type of equipment should be 
provided as well.  
 
Chair Antona asked Jerry Wooldridge if the FBC has anything on this issue? Jerry Wooldridge said just the smoke and hot 
gas. 
 
Chair Antona said the architect just puts glass in and does not know that we have special requirements for observation 
elevators. He thinks we need to put this in 3 or 4.   
 
Jerry Wooldridge agreed with him that it makes sense. 
 
Vice Chair Newton stated that temperatures can exceed 104 degrees. 
 
Tim Mowrey thinks it depends on type of building. 
 
Vice Chair Newton says they have no operational impact that he knows of, but they understand the human element and 
when the temperature gets up above 104, 105 or 106 degrees it is not a healthy work environment also mentioned OSHA 
on work space environment and this is more of a human element more than an equipment element.  
 
Chair Antona said Jerry Wooldridge suggested this be put in FBC, but the wording needs changed. 
 
Mr. Chavez to rewrite and will send updated draft to Michelle Comingore next week. 

 
ii.   Escalator Guards 
 

Discussed the measurements and where you need guards. 
 
Mike Chavez to rewrite and add escalators and moving walks and resubmit to Michelle Comingore.  
 

iii. ASME A17.1-2013 Adoption       
 
Chair Antona read the proposal from Member Snyder. 
 
The council discussed Member Snyder’s written request to consider the Bureau initiate the process of having the building 
commission to adopt the most current A17.1 code. 
  
Chair Antona said he does not disagree.  The current effective code, A17.1- 2013, has all of the elevator code 
requirements for the installation of occupant evacuation elevators (OEO), in addition to the much detailed MCP 
requirements, which now integrates all of the onsite documentation.  We should be planning to adopt 2016 code when it is 
published (however it was noted by several members that we cannot see 2016).  
 
Chair Antona asked all members at table if they agreed and they all agreed 
 
Chair Antona asked Chief Comingore what we need to do?  
 
Chief Comingore says we have to put in a proposal for a change to the FBC.  
 
Council agreed to propose adding ASME A17.1-2013 to the Florida Building Code. 
 

J. General Discussion    
 

i. Open Forum  
 
Tim Mowrey requested to discuss Schindler controller TXR5 SIM card being removed from units when a new company 
took over service; he has had several inquiries. Tim Mowrey said that Tim Newton said this morning you do not have to 
have the SIM card.  Schindler pulled SIM cards out and if power goes out you can lose data control.  
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Tim Newton stated he cannot comment as there is a lawsuit in progress.  
 
Tim Mowrey says he has reports that it is not locked in for good. He thinks that the SIM card is part of the equipment 
when they sell the equipment. 
 
Chair Antona said so in other words if you take a contract over from Schindler they take the SIM cards out? 
 
Tim Mowrey said yes. 
 
Vice Chair Tim Newton stated there is a lawsuit, so he cannot respond to questions. He said he does not know the facts, 
so he cannot speak on it.  
 
Charles Waters stated years ago there were issues with prints and wasn’t it agreed that they belonged to the owners and 
it was agreed on years ago they owners should receive the prints. 
 
Chair John Antona does not think the elevator company should take anything away. 
 
Chief Comingore said that this may be a contract issue and we cannot get involved in that.  
 
Chair Antona said it should have been known ahead of time. 
 

 ii.   Industry Update          
 
Charles Waters stated he is resigning from the council and gave Chief Comingore a resume for a suggested replacement. 
 
Chief Comingore advised Member Waters that a written resignation may be required and would let him know, if so. 
   
Chair Antona discussed attendance policy and suggested that if someone is absent more than 2 or 3 times maybe they 
should be replaced.  
 
Chief Comingore will check and see what options are to replace someone. 
 
Chief Comingore asked everyone to verify email addresses. 
 

 iii.   Agenda items and assignments for next meeting  
 
Chair Antona recapped the assignments: 

• Jerry Wooldridge and Vice Chair Newton to work together on FBC and other code requirements for permit 
expirations. 

• Mike Chavez to rewrite hoistway venting in observation elevators and escalator guards  and send draft to Chief 
Comingore 

• Chief Comingore to contact William Redmond and discuss issues Tim Mowrey mentioned. 
• Chief Comingore to check and see what options are to replace ESTAC member. 
• Tim Mowrey to send Vice Chair Newton and Chief Comingore info on SIM cards. 

 
VI.   Next Meeting Date       
 
Chief Comingore to send out email with May date for meeting to be held in Tallahassee, FL 
 
VII.   Closing Remarks and Adjourn    
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:05 pm. 
  
END OF MINUTES 
 
  



CHAPTER 2016-211

Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 1602

An act relating to elevators; creating s. 399.031, F.S.; providing a short title;
providing clearance requirements for elevators installed in private
residences; requiring certain doors and gates to withstand a specified
amount of force; requiring certain doors to reject a sphere of a specified
size under certain circumstances; requiring all such elevators to be
equipped with a certain device; providing requirements for the device;
providing applicability; directing the Florida Building Commission to
adopt the provisions of the act into the Florida Building Code by a certain
date; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 399.031, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

399.031 Clearance requirements between elevator doors for elevators
inside a private residence.—

(1) This section may be cited as the “Maxwell Erik ‘Max’ Grablin Act.”

(2) For elevators installed in a private residence:

(a) The distance between the hoistway face of the hoistway doors and the
hoistway edge of the landing sill may not exceed 3/4 inch for swinging doors
and 21/4 inches for sliding doors.

(b)1. Horizontal sliding car doors and gates shall be designed and
installed to withstand a force of 75 pounds applied horizontally on an
area 4 inches by 4 inches at right angles to and at any location on the car door
without permanent deformation. The deflection may not exceed 3/4 inch and
may not displace the door from its guides or tracks. The force must be
applied while the door is in the fully closed position.

2. Folding car doors shall be designed and installed to withstand a force
of 75 pounds applied horizontally using a 4-inch-diameter sphere at any
location within the folds on the car door without permanent deformation.
The deflection may not exceed 3/4 inch and may not displace the door from its
guides or tracks. The force must be applied while the door is in the fully
closed position.

(c) The distance between the hoistway face of the landing door and the
hoistway face of the car door or gate shall conform to one of the following:

1. If a power-operated horizontally sliding hoistway and car doors are
used, the measurement between the leading edge of the doors or sight guard,
if provided, may not exceed 4 inches. If it is possible for a user to detach or

1
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disconnect either door from the operator and such detachment or disconnec-
tion allows the user to operate the door manually, the requirement in
subparagraph 5. applies.

2. If swinging hoistway doors and folding car doors are used and both
doors are in the fully closed position, the space between the hoistway door
and the folding door must reject a 4-inch-diameter sphere at all points.

3. If swinging hoistway doors and car gates are used, the space between
the hoistway door and the car gate must reject a 4-inch-diameter sphere at
all points.

4. If the car doors are powered and arranged so that they cannot be
closed until after the hoistway door is closed, and the car doors automatically
open when the car is at a landing and the hoistway door is opened, the
measurement between the hoistway face of the hoistway door and the
hoistway face of the car door at its leading edge may not exceed 4 inches. If it
is possible for a user to detach or disconnect either door from the operator
and such detachment or disconnection allows the user to operate the door
manually, the requirement in subparagraph 5. applies.

5. If swinging or horizontally sliding hoistway doors and manual
horizontally sliding car doors are used and both doors are in the fully
closed position, the space between the swinging or horizontally sliding
hoistway door and the manual horizontally sliding car doors must reject a 4-
inch-diameter sphere at all points.

(3) The underside of the platform of an elevator car shall be equipped
with a device that, if the platform of the elevator car is obstructed anywhere
on its underside in its downward travel, interrupts the electric power to the
driving machine motor and brake, if provided, and stops the elevator car’s
downward motion within 2 inches. The stroke of the device may not be less
than the stopping distance of the platform of the elevator car. The force
required to operate the device may not exceed 15 pounds. Downward motion
shall be permitted to resume only after the elevator has beenmanually reset.

(4) This section applies to all new elevators in a private residence.

Section 2. By October 1, 2016, the Florida Building Commission shall
adopt s. 399.031, Florida Statutes, into the Florida Building Code pursuant
to s. 553.73(8), Florida Statutes.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2016.

Approved by the Governor April 8, 2016.

Filed in Office Secretary of State April 8, 2016.

Ch. 2016-211 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2016-211
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553.73 Florida Building Code.—

(11)(a) In the event of a conflict between the Florida Building Code and
the Florida Fire Prevention Code and the Life Safety Code as applied to a
specific project, the conflict shall be resolved by agreement between the local
building code enforcement official and the local fire code enforcement official
in favor of the requirement of the code which offers the greatest degree of
lifesafety or alternatives which would provide an equivalent degree of
lifesafety and an equivalent method of construction. Local boards created to
address issues arising under the Florida Building Code or the Florida Fire
Prevention Code may combine the appeals boards to create a single, local
board having jurisdiction over matters arising under either code or both
codes. The combined local appeals board may grant alternatives or
modifications through procedures outlined in NFPA 1, Section 1.4, but
may not waive the requirements of the Florida Fire Prevention Code. To
meet the quorum requirement for convening the combined local appeals
board, at least one member of the board who is a fire protection contractor, a
fire protection design professional, a fire department operations profes-
sional, or a fire code enforcement professional must be present.

(b) Any decision made by the local fire official regarding application,
interpretation, or enforcement of the Florida Fire Prevention Code or by and
the local building official regarding application, interpretation, or enforce-
ment of the Florida Building Code, or the appropriate application of either
code or both codes in the case of a conflict between the codes, may be
appealed to a local administrative board designated by the municipality,
county, or special district having firesafety responsibilities. If the decision of
the local fire official and the local building official is to apply the provisions of
either the Florida Building Code or the Florida Fire Prevention Code and the
Life Safety Code, the board may not alter the decision unless the board
determines that the application of such code is not reasonable. If the decision
of the local fire official and the local building official is to adopt an
alternative to the codes, the local administrative board shall give due
regard to the decision rendered by the local officials and may modify that
decision if the administrative board adopts a better alternative, taking into
consideration all relevant circumstances. In any case in which the local
administrative board adopts alternatives to the decision rendered by the
local fire official and the local building official, such alternatives shall
provide an equivalent degree of lifesafety and an equivalent method of
construction as the decision rendered by the local officials.

(c) If the local building official and the local fire official are unable to
agree on a resolution of the conflict between the Florida Building Code and
the Florida Fire Prevention Code and the Life Safety Code, the local
administrative board shall resolve the conflict in favor of the code which
offers the greatest degree of lifesafety or alternatives which would provide
an equivalent degree of lifesafety and an equivalent method of construction.

(d) All decisions of the local administrative board, or, if none exists, the
decisions of the local building official and the local fire official in regard to

Ch. 2016-129 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2016-129

17
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

Michelle.comingore
Typewritten Text

Michelle.comingore
Typewritten Text

Michelle.comingore
Typewritten Text
Attachment C

Michelle.comingore
Typewritten Text

Michelle.comingore
Typewritten Text

Michelle.comingore
Typewritten Text
10



the application, enforcement, or interpretation of the Florida Fire Preven-
tion Code, or conflicts between the Florida Fire Prevention Code and the
Florida Building Code, are subject to review by a joint committee composed
of members of the Florida Building Commission and the Fire Code Advisory
Council. If the joint committee is unable to resolve conflicts between the
codes as applied to a specific project, thematter shall be resolved pursuant to
the provisions of paragraph (1)(d). Decisions of the local administrative
board related solely to the Florida Building Code are subject to review as set
forth in s. 553.775.

(e) The local administrative board shall, to the greatest extent possible,
be composed of members with expertise in building construction and
firesafety standards.

(f) All decisions of the local building official and local fire official and all
decisions of the administrative board shall be in writing and shall be binding
upon a person but do not limit the authority of the State Fire Marshal or the
Florida Building Commission pursuant to paragraph (1)(d) and ss. 633.104
and 633.228. Decisions of general application shall be indexed by building
and fire code sections and shall be available for inspection during normal
business hours.

(15) An agency or local government may not require that existing
mechanical equipment located on or above the surface of a roof be installed
in compliance with the requirements of the Florida Building Code except
during reroofing when the equipment is being replaced or moved during
reroofing and is not in compliance with the provisions of the Florida Building
Code relating to roof-mounted mechanical units.

(19) The Florida Building Code shall require two fire service access
elevators in all buildings with a height greater than 120 feet measured from
the elevation of street-level access to the level of the highest occupiable floor.
All remaining elevators, if any, shall be provided with Phase I and II
emergency operations. Where a fire service access elevator is required, a 1-
hour fire-rated fire service access elevator lobby with direct access from the
fire service access elevator is not required if the fire service access elevator
opens into an exit access corridor that is no less than 6 feet wide for its entire
length and is at least 150 square feet with the exception of door openings,
and has a minimum 1-hour fire rating with three-quarter hour fire and
smoke rated openings; and during a fire event the fire service access elevator
is pressurized and floor-to-floor smoke control is provided. However, where
transient residential occupancies occur at floor levels more than 420 feet
above the level of fire service access, a 1-hour fire-rated service access
elevator lobby with direct access from the fire service access elevator is
required. Standpipes in high-rise buildings of Florida Building Code—
Building Occupancy Group R1 or R2 must be located in stairwells and are
subject only to the requirements of the Florida Fire Prevention Code and
NFPA 14, Standard for the Installation of Standpipes and Hose Systems,
adopted by the State Fire Marshal.

Ch. 2016-129 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2016-129
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Attachment D – Sump Pump Rule 
 

 
THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS: 

61C-5.010 Sump Pumps. 

A sump pump with an alarm system approved by the plumbing authority having jurisdiction may be installed in the elevator pit. 

The alarm system operation must not allow water to accumulate in the pit.  When installed, the alarm system controls may be installed 

in the pit, hoistway, machine space or machine room and the alarm annuciator must be in a continuously monitored location resulting 

in the notification of authorized personnel.  

Rulemaking Authority 399.02, 399.10 FS. Law Implemented 399.02, FS. History–New _______. 
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Attachment E – 2017 FBC 
 

i. Proposed Modifications 
 

1. Fire Fighters’ Service – s. 3010.1.3  
 

Modification #  SP6549  
Sub Code  Building  
Chapter & Topic  Chapter 30 - Elevators and Conveying Systems  
Section  3010.1.3  
 
Summary of Modification  
DELETE TWO JULY 1 2015 DATES IN RULE 3.11.3 OF ASME A17.3 IN THE 2015 FLORIDA SUPPLEMENT 
WHICH IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:  
 Text of Modification:  
Updates to the Safety Code for Existing Elevators and Escalators, ASME A17.1 and A17.3, which require 
Phase II Firefighters’ Service on elevators may not be enforced until July 1, 2015 or until the elevator is 
replaced or requires major modification on elevators in condominiums or multi-family residential buildings, 
including those that are part of a continuing care facility licensed under chapter 651, or similar retirement 
community with apartments, having a certificate of occupancy by the local building authority that was issued 
before July 1, 2008. This exception does not prevent an elevator owner from requesting a variance from the 
applicable codes before or after July 1, 2015. This subsection does not prohibit the division from granting 
variances pursuant to s. 120.542 and subsection (8). The division shall adopt rules to administer this section. 
 
TAC 
Recommendation  

Approved as Submitted 

 
 

 
2. Hoistway Venting  
 
Modification #  SP6574  
Sub Code  Building  
Chapter & Topic  Chapter 30 - Elevators and Conveying Systems  
Section  3002  
 
Summary of Modification  
ADD Section 3002.11, subsection 3002.11.1 through 3002.11.3.1 underlined text to read as follows:  
 Text of Modification  
3002.11.1 Hoistway Venting - vents required. Hoistways of elevators and dumbwaiters penetrating more than 
three stories shall be provided with a means for venting smoke and hot gases to the outer air in case of fire. 

Exceptions:  

1. In occupancies of other than Groups R-1, R-2, I-1, I-2 and similar occupancies with overnight sleeping 
units, venting of hoistways is not required where the building is equipped throughout with an approved 
automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2. 
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2. Sidewalk elevator hoistways are not required to be vented. 

3. Elevators contained within and serving open parking garages only. 

4. Elevators within individual residential dwelling units. 

3002.11.2 Location of vents. Vents shall be located at the top the hoistway and shall open either directly to 
the outer air or through noncombustible ducts to the outer air. Noncombustible ducts shall be permitted to 
pass through the elevator machine room, provided that portions of the ducts located outside the hoistway or 
machine room are enclosed by construction having not less than the fire-resistance rating required for the 
hoistway. Holes in the machine room floors for the passage of ropes, cables or other moving elevator 
equipment shall be limited as not to provide greater than 2 inches (51 mm) of clearance on all sides. 

3002.11.3 Area of vents. Except as provided for in Section 3002.11.3.1, the area of the vents shall not be less 
than 31/2 percent of the area of the hoistway nor less than 3 square feet (0.28 m2) for each elevator car, and 
not less than 31/2 percent nor less than 0.5 square feet (0.047 m2) for each dumbwaiter car in the hoistway, 
whichever is greater. Of the total required vent area, not less than one-third shall be permanently open. 
Closed portions of the required vent area shall consist of openings glazed with annealed glass not greater 
than 1/8 inch (3.2 mm) in thickness.  
 
Exception: The total required vent area shall not be required to be permanently open where all the vent 
openings automatically open upon detection of smoke in the elevator lobbies or hoistway, upon power failure 
and upon activation of a manual override control. The manual override control shall be capable of opening 
and closing the vents and shall be located in an approved location. 

  

3002.11.3.1 Reduced vent area. Where mechanical ventilation conforming to the Florida Building Code, 
Mechanical is provided, a reduction in the required vent area is allowed provided that all of the following 
conditions are met: 

1. The occupancy is not in Group R-1, R-2, I-1 or I-2 or of a similar occupancy with overnight sleeping units. 

2. The vents required by Section 3002.11.2 do not have outside exposure. 

3. The hoistway does not extend to the top of the building. 

4. The hoistway and machine room exhaust fan is automatically reactivated by thermostatic means. 

5. Equivalent venting of the hoistway is accomplished. 
 
TAC 
Recommendation  Withdrawn  
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ii. 2015 International Building Code Changes 
 

1. Hoistway Pressurization.   
s. 3006.3.4  The elevator hoistway shall be pressurized in accordance with Section 909.21. 
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Attachment F – 2016 Legislative Proposals 
 
Building Code Consistency 
 
399.03 Design, installation, and alteration of conveyances.— 

(7) Each elevator installed in an existing building shall comply with the edition of the Florida Building 
Code and or Elevator Safety Code that was in effect at the time of receipt of application for the elevator 
construction permit issued by the division for the elevator.  Each elevator installed in a newly constructed 
building shall comply with the edition of the Florida Building Code and Elevator Safety Code that applies to 
the building permit issued by the local building authority. 
 
(8) Each alteration to, or relocation of, an elevator shall comply with the edition of the Florida Building 
Code and or Elevator Safety Code that was in effect at the time of receipt of the application for the 
construction permit for the alteration or relocation. 
 
(9) When any change is made in the classification of an elevator, the elevator shall comply with all of the 
requirements of the version of the Florida Building Code and or Elevator Safety Code that were in effect at 
the time of receipt of the application for the construction permit for the change in classification. 
 
Proposed Effective Date: January 1, 2017 
 
 
Stretcher Size – Require elevators to accommodate 84” x 24” ambulance stretcher. 
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Attachment G – Temporary Operating Permits 
 

Florida Statute 
 
399.01 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term: 
(11) “Temporary operation inspection” means an inspection performed by a certified elevator inspector, the 
successful passage of which permits the temporary use of a noncompliant vertical conveyance as provided by 
rule. 
 
 
399.03 Design, installation, and alteration of conveyances.— 
(10)(a) The temporary use of an elevator during installation or alteration is authorized for a period of 30 days 
after the completion of a satisfactory temporary operation inspection. An additional 30-day period of temporary 
use is authorized from the date of completion of each additional satisfactory temporary operation inspection.  
 
A satisfactory temporary operation inspection must satisfy the following criteria:  

• the elevator is tested under contract load;  
• the hoistway is fully enclosed;  
• the hoistway doors and interlocks are installed;  
• the car is completely enclosed, including door or gate and top;  
• all electrical safety devices are installed and properly functioning; and  
• terminal stopping equipment is in place for a safe runby and proper clearance.  

 
When a car is provided with a temporary enclosure, the operating means must be by constant pressure push-
button or lever-type switch. The car may not exceed the minimum safe operating speed of the elevator, and the 
governor tripping speed must be set in accordance with the operating speed of the elevator. 
 
(b) Temporary use is authorized only when a satisfactory temporary operation inspection report, completed 
within the last 30 days, by a certified elevator inspector, and a notice prescribed by the department, bearing a 
statement that the elevator has not been finally approved by a certified elevator inspector, are conspicuously 
posted in the elevator. 
 
 
Florida Administrative Code 
 
No specific rules, but Temporary Operating Permit has been adopted by rule 61C-5.006, F.A.C. 
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