Writing a Winning Scholarship Essay

Many scholarships require a personal essay or statement to be submitted with the application.  Below are some helpful tips:

· Submit typewritten material only.  No handwritten essays!

· Include your name on each page of your essay, on the top right-hand corner.

· Use a font that is legible and easy to read.

· Place a title on your first page (“Miramar Foundation Scholarship Essay” or “EOPS Club Scholarship Essay” or other)

· Write a rough draft first.  It may be helpful to brainstorm first and/or to write an outline with your ideas.

· Make sure that you address the specific essay question/topic thoroughly.  Often times, there are multiple parts to a question/topic, so be sure to cover each.

· For questions/topics that are not specific, be sure to tailor your essay to the specifics of the actual scholarship. For example, if it’s a community-based scholarship, focus on your involvement in community service (pay close attention to the qualifications and be sure to cover these too).

· Have one to two other people review a clean copy of your essay.  Have them check for clarity, grammar, content, etc.

· Keep a file of everything you send out and everything you receive.
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