THE RESEARCH ESSAY
Researching and writing your essay will allow you to be actively involved in your learning. You will learn through writing. 

This activity allows you to:

1) become familiar with the research process. This is a process which you will use for many of your other courses and even in the world of work, in a slightly modified fashion.
2)  apply, rather than repeat information that you have learnt.
3) engage in higher-order thinking, that is, to engage in learning at the highest possible level.
4) learn how to work within a given time and word limit

 In the Research essay, you are expected to: 

1) Show evidence of research. Points made should be supported by research.
2) Not just restate other people’s ideas, instead you are expected to actively participate in your essay. This means that you have to use what others have said about the topic and expand the topic and the treatment of it in some way.
3) Analyse other people’s ideas in light of the evidence that is provided. You need to decide whether your sources are credible and to try to understand the main points that they are trying to bring across, before you use them in your essay.
4) Have smooth transitions within and between paragraphs.

5) Refrain from using informal words and an informal tone. 

6) Follow the Conventions of  Academic Writing : “ convincing content, clear organization and effective use of the English Language” (See Discoveries in Academic Writing, pages 2-3)
7) Use proper documentation. The sources cited within your essay should be listed in your Works Cited page and vice versa. Use the MLA documentation style (see The Brief Wadsworth, Chapter 17 MLA or The Brief Handbook , Chapter 10 – MLA)
The Research Essay will be graded in the following way: M O C A S D, (with each component marked out of 10)
Mechanics
· there should not be any grammatical and mechanical errors.

· For example, you should not have subject verb agreement errors, past participle errors, sentence structure errors, spelling errors and tense and sentence shifts. These are just some of the errors that should be absent in your writing.
Organization

·  global organization: an introduction, which includes a thesis statement, a distinct body and a conclusion. 

·  internal organization:  properly developed paragraphs with topic sentences stated or implied, coherent paragraphs, with all the sentences in the paragraph developing your topic sentence in some way. 
· transitions within and between paragraphs

Content
· evidence of research

· the use of authoritative sources

· 2-3 points that support and develop the thesis statement

· well developed examples and support for main points

Analysis
· discussing ideas with a level of sophistication, and depth, not superficially

· giving focus to your essay by adequately relating the content to the question posed or asked
· For example if your essay’s focus is ‘The situations faced by Palestinians,’ just providing general information about Palestinians, for instance their history, would be poor analysis, instead you would need to show how Palestinian history relates to the situations that Palestinians face, thereby bringing focus to your essay. Each paragraph must function in this way.  
Style
· using appropriate words, which convey intended meanings (i.e appropriate word choice)

· formal, objective tone, writing in the third person, not the first person
· utilizing standard English words and expressions

· varying sentences 

· refraining from informal words such as ‘a lot’, ‘oftentimes’ etc

Documentation
· using proper MLA format (see The Brief Wadsworth, Chapter 17 – MLA or The Brief Handbook, Chapter 10 – MLA)
· Works Cited List that corresponds with sources cited within the text and vice versa

· properly integrate sources into your essay (See The Brief Wadsworth Handbook, Chapter 16 or The Brief Handbook, Chapter 9 - “Integrating Sources and Avoiding Plagiarism”).

Please read pages 187-188 in Readings and Exercises to see the breakdown for essays assigned grades A-F.
ESSAY TOPICS
Choose one of the topics below and formulate a question that is relevant to your discipline. Research the topic and prepare a planning report, comprehensive bibliography and an outline for the question that you have developed. Use the outline to write an expository essay of approximately 800 words.  Please ensure that you support your answer by providing relevant examples.

1. Alternatives to Petroleum

2. Child Abuse

3. Cultural Icons in the Caribbean

4. The USA and World Politics

A variety of sources should be used and no more than 1/3 should be from the Internet (this does not refer to scholarly work accessed through an on-line database). Each essay should cite from at least three sources.  Students are reminded that the grace period is half an hour, after which essays will only be accepted at the discretion of the Instructor, subject to the penalty stipulated in the policy on late assignments. After 72 hours no essays will be accepted.  Please review the policy on late assignments. 
Please be reminded that Essays should cite from at least three sources, using the MLA convention. Please be warned that essays that do not cite using the MLA convention will NOT be accepted. 

All essays are due in week 10 (November 6-10, 2006). Students are reminded that Essays should be handed to Instructors at the beginning of their regular classes. (A student who has a 6-8 class should therefore submit his assignment at 6:00). Any essay that is not submitted within the first half an hour will be deemed to be LATE. Please review the policy on late assignments. 
The following should be re-submitted with your final essay:
a) the planning report

b) your outline

c) the earlier signed copies of your essay

d) a completed self-review form (available under supplementary material)

In your Planning Report, of approximately one page, you should respond to the following questions:

1. Why have you chosen the topic that you did?

2. What is going to be your major point? (think of this as your tentative thesis statement).

3. What do you already know about the topic?
4. What more do you need to know about the topic so that you can adequately develop and support your major point?
