The Personal Narrative Essay (Reflective Essay)
What is a personal narrative?

A narrative is simply a story, so a personal narrative is a story about you.  Take an event from your own life and describe and reflect on this experience.  Do this so that a reader who has never met you can understand the events importance, both in relation to your own life and to the world around you.  Concentrate on the careful use of detail, dialogue, the logical ordering of events, and a clear explanation of the personal significance of the experience(s) you describe.  This assignment asks you to demonstrate your ability to explain and analyze a situation.  Don’t merely tell the story; show your reader why the story is important to you.

Essay Requirements  
All students will be given ample class time and computer access to complete this essay.  It is the students’ responsibility to make sure that the essay is completed and submitted on time.  Students may work on these essays at home, but no excuses will be accepted for technical errors arising from home/school document transport (e.g. “My internet wasn’t working, so I couldn’t email” or “I emailed it, but I don’t see it on my hotmail”, etc.)
· 1 or more pieces of pre-writing. I will provide you with ideas and templates for collecting and organizing your ideas, but you are not restricted to my documents.  You simply need to demonstrate that you brainstormed and organized your thoughts before you began writing.

· Final Essay: 3-5 pages (no less than 700 words) typed, double-spaced, 1” margins, 12-point font
· Cover page – Essay title, Name, Class Period, and Date.  Information on cover page should be 14-18 point font and center justified

· Essay submission can be made either by digital drop-box, emailed MS Word Doc attachment, or printed hard-copy submission in class

· Due Date:  _________________________

Guidelines for Evaluation 
Ideas and Content

· Relates an important experience in the writer’s life; thesis is clear (e.g. the reader knows what point the writer is trying to make in telling his/her story)

· Explains the significance of the event

· Describes the experience clearly; all details in the story are relevant and necessary to the plot/thesis

· Includes images, dialogue, and description to convey ideas; essay shows (rather than “tells”)me the story 

· Draws logical conclusions based on the writer’s experiences
Structure and Form
· Uses varied sentence forms, and groups related ideas into paragraphs
· Uses first person point of view
· Uses transition words and phrases to achieve clarity and flow
Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

· Follows standard grammar and usage per MLA style guide
· Uses correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
· No fragments or run-on sentences
· No short-hand/abbreviations, text-message language, slang (unless slang is used in character dialogue, indicated with quotations)
Topic Suggestions (Not required)
· Write a narrative of a childhood experience

· Write a narrative based on a moral lesson learned (eg. When I learned that crime doesn’t pay)

· Write about your greatest athletic, artistic, academic, or social triumph or disaster

· Write a narrative based on a simple question (e.g. What is your saddest memory? When did you learn the meaning of bravery, truth, hypocrisy, injustice, success, love, etc.?
· Write about a reliable or an unreliable first impression
· Write a narrative about the way your life or perceptions were affected by a major event (e.g. birth of sibling, move to a new city, entered high school, etc.)
