Expository/Personal Response Essay
CD and CM. 
Agenda for Wednesday 2/27 and Thursday 2/28

After reading Student Path Newspaper, whose purpose is to connect students to their futures, you will respond in an essay that explains how you have been connected to your future. First, you need to think of how the articles have impacted you. This will be your thesis statement and will name the article and the author, tell and explain the impact, and show what the essay will talk about. This will be a 4-paragraph essay that is very specific in what it requires. Follow all steps carefully. 

1. Choose an article to write about. Brainstorm a list of topics here: How did the article impact your thoughts or ideas connecting you to your future? Article name: _____________________ is an article about…






2. Choose one topic that the article was written about and web off the topic by at least 5 writing phrases or words that explain the topic. 


















3. Write your thesis:
	The author ___________(present tense verb of what the author is doing) ______________(topic) which connects me to my future by  ______________________________________________________.

Write your two topic sentences. Don’t repeat any key words from your thesis.

1st body paragraph ______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________.

2nd body paragraph ______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________.


T-Chart for 1st Body Paragraph

1. Copy your topic sentence here:________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

2. Complete the following T-chart, then web off the commentary:
		CD’s						CM’s 
What does the article teach? Cite quotes (3).		Your response, how does it connect										to your life and your future?













T-Chart for 2nd Body Paragraph

1. Copy your topic sentence here:________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

2. Complete the following T-chart, then web off the commentary:

		CD’s						CM’s 
What does the article teach? Cite quotes (3).		Your response, how does it connect								                        to your life and future?


















SHAPING SHEET: Plug in the sentences below – this will be your 1st body paragraph. Attach another piece of paper with these shapes on it for your 2nd body paragraph.  

TS




CD




1st CM



2nd CM




CD



1st CM



2nd CM




CS





Get your CD (concluding sentence) from the T-chart webbing. Do not repeat words used in the topic sentence or in your commentary. 


When introducing a quote, use a citation expression (Handout in the essay folder)







Intro: 
	Sentence #
	 What it does
	Sentence

	     1
	Hook or catch about the topic to get your reader interested. Could be a personal anecdote.
	

	     2
	Introduce the article and author who wrote about this topic. 
	

	     3
	Thesis: Explain what connections to the future you got from reading the article. 
	



Conclusion: 

	Sentence #
	 What it does
	Sentence

	     1
	Transition the last paragraph to wrapping up the ideas. 
	

	     2
	Restate your thesis and main topic sentences in different terms. 
	

	     3
	Generalize about the topic and where you will be in the future. 
	




Now: Write out the essay. Use correct punctuation, capitalization, and indentation. This is a 4 paragraph 2 chunk expository essay. 
Together we will… label the CD’s and CM’s. 
		        Add transition
		       Add lead in’s for the quotes
		       Add academic vocabulary



Checklist (order of operations)

 Choose article and topic that connects to your future.
 Brainstorm Topic
 Web off topic to create your thesis, and topic sentences for body paragraphs 
 T-Chart your two body paragraphs collecting CD’s (concrete details) and your CM’s 
     (responses to the quotes)
 Web off the CM’s to create sentences and write out your paragraphs on the shaping sheet
 Write your introduction and conclusion.


