Environmental Issue:  Expository/Research-Based Essay

Choose one of the following topics.  You will do research on your topic in order to write a paper and create a presentation of your issue.  No more than 2 students can sign up for any of the given topics.

CHOOSE ONE:

Climate Change
Alternative and Renewable Energy
Artic and Antarctic Icecap
Coastal Erosion
Coral Reefs
Deforestation
Desertification
Ecoterrorism
El Nino and La Nina
Endangered Species and Wildlife Conservation
Energy Efficiency
Global Warming
Greenhouse Gases
Hurricanes and Tropical Cyclones
Kyoto Protocol
Marine Toxins
Recycling
Population Issues
Water Rights
Wild Fires related to Environmental Changes


When beginning to research any topic, it is important to first generate questions that you currently have about the issue.  In the space below, generate at least 3 questions that you are hoping the research will answer for you.

1.

2.

3.


Our library has a subscription to Gale Group’s Global Issues in Context which students can access from school or from home.  Here is the login information and the process to follow:

1.  Go to this site:  http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/port16656  (Make sure you type in the whole address.)
2.  If you are at school, use this login:  port_log     
     If you are at home, use this login:  port_rpa
3. Click on the bottom link, Global Issues in Context.
4. Click on Browse Issues and Topics near the top of the page.
5. Click on Environment and Climate Change.   Find your topic from the list.

You need to start thinking ahead about how you will structure your paper.  Of course, you will have an introduction and conclusion paragraph.  But, what main ideas do you want your body paragraphs to examine and develop?

Here are some ideas:

· History of the issue, Current situation, Future plans/prospects (3 body paragraphs)
· Explanation of the issue, Major events involving the issue, Strategies or solutions
· Recent changes regarding the issue, Long-term repercussions of these changes, Strategies or solutions
· 1 aspect of the issue (ie, one type of energy alternative), a 2nd aspect (ie, 2nd type of energy alternative), and a 3rd aspect (ie, 3rd type)
· 1 event, 2nd event, New plan/strategies
· Explanation of the issue, impact in one region, impact internationally
· OTHER

Create a tentative outline that might work for your particular topic.  Understand that as you get into the research, you may alter your original plan.

1. Introduction with thesis

2. Body Paragraph #1:  ________________________________________________

3. Body Paragraph #2:  ________________________________________________

4. Body Paragraph #3:  ________________________________________________

5. Conclusion


You will need 3 sources minimum for this paper.  All 3 must be cited somewhere in the paper, and all 3 must appear in your properly-formatted Works Cited Page.

Identify the author of each of your sources (or the article title if no author is listed).

1. 

2.

3.

*How do you know that each of these sources is valid and reliable?  What clues did you look for?  

