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State of Grantseeking™ Spring 2015 Fact Sheet

ANNUAL BUDGET: SMALL ORGANIZATIONS

Organizations with small annual budgets under $100,000 comprised 21% of survey participants, with 350
respondents. The information below reflects grantseeking activity during the last six months of 2014 (July
through December).

Revenue Sources

Nonprofits raised funds from a number of sources. The Urban Institute (7he Nonprofit Sector in Brief:
Public Charities, Giving, and Volunteering, 2074) reported that fees for services and goods from private
sources (50.0%) were the largest source of overall funding, followed by fees for services and goods from
government sources (23.1%), private contributions (12.9%), government grants (9.2%), and investment and
other income (4.8%). The Spring 2015 State of Grantseeking™ Reportfocuses on funding from non-

government grant sources and government grants and contracts.

Grant Funding Budget Contribution

Small organizations relied on grant funding at a lower rate than other organizations. Over half of small
organizations (51%) reported that grant awards contributed less than 10% of their budgets. Grants
contributed over 25% of the annual budget for 33% of small organizations, compared to 41% of all
respondents. Grant funding as a percentage of annual budget for small organizations trended upwards;
31% of small organizations reported that grants contributed over 25% of the budget in the Spring 2014
Report.
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Application Rates

In the Spring 2015 Report, 60% of respondents from small organizations applied for grant funding during
the last six months of 2014, compared to 83% of respondents from all organizations. Application rates
corresponded to staff size. Small organizations were primarily staffed by volunteers (48%), employed less
than one full-time equivalent (21%), or employed five or fewer people (29%). Of all respondents, 12% were
staffed by volunteers, 7% employed less than one full-time equivalent, and 29% employed five or fewer
people.

Grant Funding Sources

In the last six months of 2014, small organizations reported sources of funding at rates ranging from 14% to
51%, compared to 15% to 60% in the first six months of 2014. The most frequently cited sources of grant
awards for small organizations continued to be private foundations and community foundations. Small
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organizations received awards from “other” sources (including religious organizations, the United Way,
donor-advised funds, civic organizations, and individual donors) at a higher rate (22%) than did all

respondent organizations (11%).
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Number of Grant Applications, Online Applications, and Awards
¢ Most small organizations (60%) submitted at least one grant application during the last half of
2014. Of the small organizations that applied for funding, 79% submitted five or fewer grant
applications, compared to 54% of all respondents.

®  Most small organizations (57%) submitted an online grant application during the last six months of
2014. Small organizations that did not submit any online applications received fewer awards than
organizations that included online applications within their grantseeking application mix. No
awards were received by 74% of small organizations that submitted no online applications, while
72% of small organizations that submitted online applications received at least one award.

e During the last half of 2014, 52% of small organizations reported the receipt of at least one grant
award, compared to 80% of all respondents.

Largest Source of Total Funding
Private foundations, “other” grant sources, and community foundations were most frequently reported as

the largest source of total grant funding for small organizations.
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Small Organizations
Largest source of total funding trends for organizations with budgets under $100,000:

WV Private foundations were the largest total funding source for 30% of respondents, a 25% increase
from the Spring 2014 Report, and a 9% decrease from the Fall 2014 Report.

Community foundations were the largest total funding source for 13% of respondents, a 24%
decrease from the Spring 2014 Report, and an 8% increase from the Fall 2014 Report.

Corporate grants were the largest total funding source for 11% of respondents, a 27% decrease
from the Spring 2014 Report, and the same rate as in the Fall 2014 Report.

Federal government grants were the largest total funding source for 6% of respondents in the
Spring 2014, Fall 2014, and Spring 2015 Reports.

WV State government grants were the largest total funding source for 8% of respondents, an 11%
decrease from the Spring 2014 Report, and a 27% decrease from the Fall 2014 Report.

¥V Local government grants were the largest total funding source for 6% of respondents, a 50%
decrease from the Spring 2014 Report, and a 25% decrease from the Fall 2014 Report.

Other grant sources were the largest total funding source for 27% of respondents, a 42% increase
from the Spring 2014 Report, and a 59% increase from the Fall 2014 Report.

Largest Individual Award Source, Size and Benchmarks

Largest Award Source

Small organizations more frequently reported sources with lower medians as their largest award source
than did larger organizations. For example, community foundations (with a median largest award size of
$10,000) were the source of the largest award for 18% of small organizations, vs. 1% of extra-large
organizations. For all organizations, regardless of budget size, the median largest individual award varied

by funding source:

Median

Largest Award Source Largest Award Small Medium Large

Private Foundation Grants $25,000 32% 40% 37% 29%
Community Foundation Grants $10,000 18% 11% 7% 1%
Corporate Grants $20,000 13% 13% 8% 2%
Federal Grants $283,272 5% 9% 21% 43%
State Grants $122,870 7% 15% 18% 21%
Local Government Grants $38,750 7% 7% 7% 2%
Other Grant Sources $24,000 17% 5% 2% 2%
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Largest Award Size

Extra-
Largest Grant Award Small Medium Large Large
Under $10,000 69% 21% 6% 4%
$10,000 to $49,999 23% 44% 20% 8%
$50,000 to $99,999 5% 18% 18% 5%
$100,000 to $499,999 3% 15% 35% 39%
$500,000 to $999,999 0% 1% 9% 16%
Over $1,000,000 0% 1% 12% 29%

e Alargest award under $10,000 was reported by 69% of small organizations, a rate over three times
that of medium organizations and over 90% more frequent than that of large or extra-large

organizations.
e largest awards between $10,000 and $49,999 were reported by 23% of small organizations.

e Eight percent of small organizations reported a largest award over $50,000, compared to 35% of
medium organizations, 74% of large organizations, and 89% of extra-large organizations.

Largest Award Benchmarks
The median largest award for small organizations was $5,000. Compared to both the Spring 2014 and Fall

2014 Reports, the median largest award for small organizations showed no change.

Small Medium
Largest Spring Fall Spring Spring Fall Spring
Award Size 2015 2014 2014 2015 2014 2014
Lowest $ $250 510 $35 Lowest $ $60 $58 $169
Highest $ $642.692 | $2 Million | $1.5 Million | |Highest $ 2.1 Million |$2.15 Million| $850,000
Median $ $5.000 $5.000 $5,000 Median $ $25,000 $25,000 $26,500
Average $ $17.196 $36.098 $27,666 | |Average $ $70,748 $64,529 $69,196

Large Extra-Large
Largest Spring Fall Spring Spring Fall Spring
Award Size 20195 2014 2014 i 2015 2014 2014
Lowest $ $570 $150 $1,500 Lowest $ $100 $75 $7.785
Highest $ $18 Million | $40 Million | $21 Million | |Highest $ | $20 Million | $25 Million | $80 Million
Median $ $116,000 | $125,000 | $100,000 | |Median $ $400,000 | $350,000 | $570,000
Average $ $488,031 | $577.580 | $467,141 | |Average $ | $1.437,101 | $1,717,310 | $4,313,667

Survey Respondents by Budget Size

As illustrated by the Spring 2015 State of Grantseeking™ Survey results, organizational size determined by
annual budget is the greatest factor influencing the grantseeking experience. Annual budget size defines
the demographic characteristics of an organization, including staff size. Budget size also tends to correlate

with the age of an organization.
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Small Organizations
Annual organizational budgets under $100,000:

Sixty-three percent of respondents from small organizations were directly associated with their
organizations at an executive level. Nonprofit organizations comprised 88% of small organizations.
Twenty-nine percent of small organizations employed one to five people and 21% employed less than one
full-time equivalent, while 48% of small organizations were staffed by volunteers. Most small organizations
were less than 25 years old (82%) and 33% were located in a mix of service area types (rural, suburban, and
urban). Arts, Culture, and Humanities (17%), Education (14%), and Human Services (14%) were the most

frequently reported mission focuses.
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ABOUT THE UNDERWRITERS

Serving over 20,000 grantseekers and hundreds of partners,
is a premiere suite of online resources for nonprofits,

Grant StatiOn municipalities, and educational institutions. We provide resources for

organizations to find timely grant opportunities, build a strong
grantseeking program, and write winning grant proposals so that they can secure grant support for their
programs and projects. We write detailed and comprehensive profiles of grantmakers both private and
governmental, and organize them into searchable databases (U.S., Canadian, and International).
Our mission is to help create a civil society by assisting the nonprofit sector in its quest to build healthy and
effective communities. Keep abreast of the most current grant opportunities by signing up for our weekly
newsletter, the GrantStation Insider, today! ( J)

The Grant Professionals Association, a nonprofit membership
%a PG1~1:fr¢13ts;sionals association, builds and supports an international community of grant
Association.. professionals committed to serving the greater public good by

practicing the highest ethical and professional standards. With over
6,000 members and 43 Chapters, GPA is THE place for any grant issues. We provide professional
development by way of an annual conference and webinars, professional certification (GPC), a journal and
e-newsletter, local chapters, member benefits, and more! Membership to GPA is $209. Join today and get a
FREE membership to GrantStation and free GPA online learning with a value of $4,800, plus save $25 on an
annual membership. Receive your discount by using the discount code “GPA-25" when joining at

N is a secure web-based system
(]) that helps grantseekers find new sources of funding, write grant proposals more
l\ efficiently by easily reusing information from past proposals, track deadlines for
proposals and reports, manage relationships with funders, and more. PhilanTrack
A_lt_l]m helps grantseekers streamline grants administration to save time and money that
. can be redirected to the organization’s programs and services. maximizes
the impact of governments, philanthropic organizations, and communities by leveraging a unique
combination of strategy and innovative technology to make the world a better place.
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THE SPRING 2015 STATE OF GRANTSEEKING ™ SURVEY
AND REPORT ADVOCATES

We extend our appreciation to the following organizations and businesses for
their generous support in promoting the survey.
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