Media Release

‘Show Your Love for Neighbourhood Houses- Investment that delivers with heart!’
[Insert the name of your Neighbourhood House] is one of 400 Neighbourhood Houses in Victoria who have met with a local politician or political candidate to discuss the important contribution Neighbourhood Houses make to the community. “We met with [insert name of candidate and political party] to discuss the role of Neighbourhood Houses in Victoria.  Neighbourhood Houses like ours are advocating on behalf of the 157,400 people across Victoria who visit a Neighbourhood House each week,’ explained [insert name of your NH and your spokesperson].
The activities, courses and programs provided by Neighbourhood Houses are trusted and welcomed within communities, and make an important contribution to building social capital. A recent survey of Neighbourhood House participants provides evidence of improved well-being and health; the development of community connections and networks; and the take-up of valuable educational opportunities.
The Victorian-wide Neighbourhood House campaign is calling for additional funding vital for the sector to continue to meet community demands. “Neighbourhood Houses are a great investment in the community. For every $1 invested by the State Government Neighbourhood Houses fund in 2013, Neighbourhood Houses raised a further $6.23,” said [insert the name of your Neighbourhood House Spokesperson]. 
According to the Association of Neighbourhood Houses and Learning Centres, there are a number of Neighbourhood Houses not yet in receipt of any government funding. The majority of these are in Victoria’s fastest growing communities. ‘’Neighbourhood Houses have a track record in the effective delivery of programs and initiatives that build community resilience, and provide opportunities and pathways for a diversity of people.”
The campaign calls for the adoption of three reforms for Neighbourhood Houses: additional funding that is better aligned with community demand and need; the establishment of a ‘growth’ component to support emerging Neighbourhood Houses; and an investment in strengthening community governance. 

[insert the name of your Neighbourhood House] is currently seeking support from the community through a postcard campaign. This petition with signatures from voters across the state will be tabled in State Parliament prior to the next election. 
[Insert name of your Neighbourhood House Spokesperson] said, “It is very clear from the number of postcards we are getting signed that the local community values their Neighbourhood Houses.” 
[Insert a sentence or two highlighting the needs of your local community and how additional funding for your Neighbourhood House may assist to meet these needs].
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