PRESS RELEASE

SEPT. 20, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Kenneth LaFave, 480-200-9210

                  composerlafave@arizonarepublic.com
        PHOENIX ART MUSEUM SHOWCASES CONTEMPORARY WORKS BY ARIZONA COMPOSERS

Phoenix Art Museum’s Music at the Museum will present four recent works by living Arizona composers in “New Music Arizona,” Sunday, October 8, 2 p.m., in the Museum’s Whiteman Hall.  Admission to the one-time concert is free, and first come, first seated.  Phoenix Art Museum is located at Central Avenue and McDowell Road in downtown Phoenix.

“New Music Arizona” will be the first time Phoenix Art Museum has presented a showcase of Arizona composers. The composers are: James DeMars of Tempe, Henry Flurry of Prescott, Judith Lang Zaimont of Maricopa County, Alycia de Mesa of Phoenix, and Kenneth LaFave of Phoenix.

Violinist Katie McLin will perform DeMars’ Tapestry IX for unaccompanied violin. DeMars has been a professor of compositionat Arizona State University since 1981. His work is widely known for its incorporation of world-music elements, as in his Native Drumming, for Pow-wow singers and orchestra, Sabar for African drum ensemble with orchestra, and Two World Concerto for Native American flute and orchestra. His most recent scores include a Violin Concerto and a Piano Concerto, and his music has been recorded on more than 20 CDs.

Flurry’s Skid-Krinkin’ will be played by Thomas Murphy, marimba, and Dennis AsKew (cq), tuba. Skid-Krinkin’ is a playful work commissioned to show off the virtuosity and the lyrical potential of both the tuba and the marimba.  Flurry’s works have been commissioned by many individuals and groups, including the Atlanta Wind Symphony, Kennesaw State University, Yavapai Community College, and Balance Duo.  He is a native of New Orleans, and his orchestral work Fanfare for My City was selected by the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra to be its official fanfare. An adjunct professor for Yavapai Community College and a mentor for Prescott College, he also performs with his wife Maria as the duo Sticks and Tones.
Zaimont’s Parallel Play will be performed by the Tucson-based Presidio Saxophone Quartet, comprising Greg Armstrong, Daniel Bell, Mike Keepe and Ryan McCormick. In three movements, marked “Fanfare,” “Folksong, and “Folderol,” Parallel Play takes its title from an actual sociological term for how young children  interact  -- playing separately yet within the same physical  space -- and doubles a musical pun: playing the  same lines and shapes, even if not precisely the identical pitches. Zaimont, who recently relocated to Arizona from Minnesota, is the composer of many internationally regarded scores. Among her many composition awards are a Guggenheim Fellowship, commission grants from NEA and American Composers Forum, a 2003 Aaron Copland Award and 2005 Bush Foundation Fellowship.  Her music is widely published and recorded, and has served as competition repertoire for several international piano and conducting competitions.

Harpist Alycia de Mesa will perform Gossamer Variations. De Mesa, also known as Fire Sparkles the Sky, began the harp as her third instrument at the age of 10. She studied classical solo music and played as an orchestral, music theater and ensemble player throughout her teens and twenties. Her teachers included Karen Miller, Christine Vivona, Caroll McLaughlin and Marcella Decray. Today she is a versatile player of many genres. In addition to performing classical and contemporary music, her passion is to create, perform and record original, harp-based music that blends classical, jazz, world music, and pop within an improvisational framework. Think the harp goddess meets Sting.
 Think the harp goddess meets Sting.
LaFave’s Canto de Alba: Concerto for Percussion, will be performed by percussion soloist Maria Flurry, accompanied by members of the Valley orchestra, Musica Nova. In the four-movement work-in-progress, Flurry will play a variety of both modern and traditional “world” percussion instruments, including the Irish bodhran, the African “talking drum” and a variety of cymbals and gongs. LaFave’s recent works include commissioned scores for the Phoenix Symphony, the Tucson Symphony Orchestra, Arizona State University, the Chicago String Quartet, Close Encounters with Music and the Kansas City Chorale. He is also an arts journalist, with credits including Musical America, Opera News and Dance magazine. He currently hosts the weekly arts radio show about the arts in Phoenix, “Two on the Aisle,” airing weekly at 7 p.m. over KPHX, 1480 AM, AirAmerica Phoenix.

Music at the Museum is an ongoing program at Phoenix Art Museum featuring a variety of music performances and concerts.  Other Music at the Museum  offerings coming up are: 

Music of the Frontier

Sunday, November 19, 11:30am

Dry Creek luthier (lute maker) Bill Burke joins Fred Koons and Warren Miller on instruments of the frontier – banjo, guitar and mandolin. Great music and a few tall tales about life as a cowboy will entertain your family. Members of the Back Porch Bandits may also join the stage.  Presented as part of the Spirit of the West Festival.  Included with Museum general admission.

Strings in the Gallery

Sunday, December 3, 12 Noon

Enjoy the Museum’s galleries while listening to a string quartet featuring members of the Phoenix Symphony. Included in Museum general admission.

The Lisa Sette Gallery, ASU School of Music Concert Series

Saturday, December 9, 3pm

The first concert in this 3-concert series presents a Schubert cello quintet featuring ASU faculty.  Sponsored by Lisa Sette Gallery.  Admission is free.

Musica Dolce

Sunday, December 17, 12 Noon

Musica Dolce in Italian means sweet music.  Playing on period instruments, this group of musicians recreate the spirit of the courts and cathedrals through Medieval, Renaissance and Baroque music.  Musica Dolce has enchants audiences with performances that evoke all the pageantry of an earlier age. Included with Museum general admission.



