Extended Essay: The Abstract
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The norms for this feature are clearly stated by the IBO:  “The requirements for the abstract are for it to state clearly the research question that was investigated, how the investigation was undertaken and the conclusion(s) of the essay.”  This means that the purpose of it is to allow your readers to understand quickly the contents they will encounter in your Extended Essay.  It has only three requirements:

1. A clear statement of your research question. You can just write, for example: "My research consists of an investigation into the use of symbolism in 1984 by George Orwell". 

2. An account of the scope of the essay. You need to explain what the focus of the investigation as and what your sources were. 

3. A brief summary of your conclusion. 

It is important to remember that:

· The abstract is not the same as the introduction.

· You are not required to explain why you have chosen your topic.

· You are not expected to summarize the whole essay.

· You must not exceed 300 words.

Normally, the abstract is written last so that it reflects what you have done, rather than what you intended to do.

Formatting:  
Your abstract should be printed on one side of a separate page and placed immediately after the title page.
The top of the page should be headed with “Abstract,” which should be centered.

It should follow the guidelines of whatever documentation style you have chosen to use for the rest of the paper.  You should choose your preferred documentation style according to what you are very familiar with and what style best fits the type of paper you are writing.  The following is a list of major documentation styles accepted by IBO:
· American Political Science Association (APSA)

· American Psychological Association (APA)

· Chicago/Turabian

· Council of Biology Editors (CBE)

· Harvard citation and referencing guide

· Modern Language Association (MLA)

· Numbered references

The Abstract is worth 2 points, scaled as follows:
	0
	The abstract exceeds 300 words or one or more of the following is/are missing:  the research question, the scope of the investigation, the conclusion reaches.

	1
	Within the abstract, the research question, the scope of the investigation and the conclusion reached are all present, but not all clearly stated.

	2
	Within the abstract, the research question, the scope of the investigation, and the conclusion reached are all clearly stated.


Below are abstract examples for English A1 EEs (both are around 260-270 words):
The Title of the Essay is: “The Two Emilies”.
The topic is: “The poetry of Emily Brontë and Emily Dickinson”.

The research question is: “Do Emily Brontë and Emily Dickinson exhibit similar attitudes to nature and death in their poetry?”

Abstract

Emily Brontë and Emily Dickinson share more than just a name.  They were both female writers in the nineteenth century, a time when it was still not easy for women to have their writing published.  They both wrote extensively about nature and death.  My research question is:  Do Emily Brontë and Emily Dickinson exhibit similar attitudes to nature and death in their poetry?

At it would be impossible to discuss all of the poetry written by the two Emilies, I have concentrated on comparing and analysing the following poems by Emily Brontë: “I said, Go, gentle singer”; “I’m happiest when most away”; “In the earth, the earth, thou shalt be laid”; “Shall earth no more inspire me”; and by Emily Dickinson: “What mystery pervades a well!”; “I felt a funeral in my brain”; “A great Hope fell”; “Death is the supple Suitor”; “Safe in their Alabaster Chambers--”.  I have consulted a range of secondary sources, some of which threw light on the interweaving of nature and death that can be found in both writers.
The similarities that I found in the works of Brontë and Dickinson were surprising.  The importance of nature in their lives, its magnetic force as an inspiration and the retreat it provided them from the isolation they felt from society were all too obvious.  What was more striking was that just as society had failed them, so, in the end, did nature.  Only in death did they feel that they would find both peace and the answers they sought to what was the meaning of life.

(Note: The above abstract is divided into three paragraphs to indicate clearly the different elements.  It is not necessary to set it out in this manner.)
To what extent was Charlotte Brontë successful in portraying a “plain and small”, conventionally unattractive heroine, in Jane Eyre?

Abstract

Charlotte Brontë's claim of creating an unconventional heroine in Jane Eyre has been subject to criticism; thus, this paper aims to analyze the character of Jane Eyre, in order to determine the extent to which Brontë was successful in creating a "plain and small", conventionally unattractive heroine, in Jane Eyre. In order to thoroughly analyze Jane's character, various aspects of the novel are examined. Jane's view of herself to be very plain, small, and simple seldom changes; however, when she thinks herself no longer plain, the criticism that Brontë did not completely defy convention is supported. Nevertheless, Brontë's foiling of Jane's character with those of Eliza and Georgiana Reed, and her portrayal of Jane's monotonous life, overshadow Jane's infrequent view of herself as anything but plain, small, and simple. 

The physical setting is examined, where Brontë's insistence on creating an unconventional heroine is seen through her description of the physical setting, which portrays Jane's isolation, at the very beginning of the novel. Jane's nature is noted through the analysis of her relationship with Rochester and Mary and Diana Rivers, where she is found to be extremely impressionable. The investigation of Jane's character is further carried out by examining whether or not she is a "threat to the literary tradition of masculine heroism", analyzing the foil in character and performance between Jane and Blanche, as well as the foil
 between Rochester's treatment of both women. Despite the novel's ending in a Victorian conventional marriage, it is inevitable to conclude that Brontë was to a great extent successful in creating a "plain and small", conventionally unattractive heroine in Jane Eyre.
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� This needs to be explained.  One character can be a foil for another but not “in-between.”














The following pages are abstracts from 2009 “exemplar” essays and were downloaded from the Online Curriculum Centre for IBO.  Please note the scores for each, as they are not all “perfect.”





