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Interview Essay


The best way to learn is through asking questions. In this assignment, I was directed to interview three “classes” of people in my field, from whom I can gain advice. To do this, I was required to interview a published professor, an upperclassman, and a graduate student (teaching assistant), in the field that I am studying at Ohio State University. 

Of the groups of people I was required to interview, the upperclassman was the easiest to find. Before coming to Ohio State, I had known quite a few people who were older than me and who went to Ohio State. Many of these people were in my major, and had offered to help me if I needed; of these people, I found one who was in my field physics. It was difficult to find the graduate student, because I am not often in settings that involve socialization with graduate students. However, I do interact with my TAs twice a week. I emailed my physics TA to ask for an interview, and she was open to the idea. Finally, I had to find a professor. Finding the professor was not the hardest part of the process;  Scopus helped a lot with finding published researchers at OSU (I’ll get back to this later.). The most difficult part was contacting the professor to ask for an interview. The professors at first seem like giants, and unapproachable. Maybe some of them are like that. However, certainly not all of them are, because by showing interest in their research and emailing the professors to ask for an interview, I was able to get one to respond.

My interview with the upperclassman was not as surprising as I thought it would be. He said that the most influential class that he had taken in high school was biology, because it really got him thinking about science and the real world at a young age. The continuation of the path of science throughout high school led him to a path of physics in college, along with a love of concepts. He said that his math teacher was also a science teacher, so that teacher had a strong influence in his life. This story is similar to my own. When I was in high school, I had already known that I wanted to pursue a life of science. I had always liked science in grade school, my personality was like that of a scientist, and I had always had a strong degree of curiosity. Obviously, since I knew him before college, we had come from the same hometown. However, after listening to his story of how he got involved in physics, I began to question whether it was right for me. After all, I never really had a strong background in math, and even though I liked physics and physics concepts, that does not necessarily mean that I want to do it for a living. However, I think that people can come from different stances on the concepts covered in physics and still want to be a part of the field. He said that what helped him to study was to find a quiet place around campus, and especially to get away from his roommate. He found his roommate to be a major distraction to him, both because the roommate’s decisions often involved partying, and because he was always surrounded with friends. Instead, the person whom I interviewed went to the library to escape the roommate troubles and study for exams. I found it surprising that he wasn’t involved on campus, but this was apparently due to the time restrictions between getting used to college life and having a job. However, he found time to join a non-competitive soccer team which helped to build friendships and connections which would become helpful in finding research opportunities down the road.

The graduate student had better advice to offer. She, being on both the side of the student and the teacher, was able to give good tips on how to take care of tough problems and general tips on networking and research. She suggested that I not only go to office hours and talk to the professors after classes (which are obvious tips on how to connect with professors and build relationships with them) but also to talk to professors when there are research presentations near me, because you can network and ask questions there. In regard to the professional world, she said that graduate school as not something which at first she expected to be a part of, but after doing research and building relationships with people in the field, she felt drawn to be more of a part of it. Her initial feeling is similar to how I feel about graduate school; it would be nice to do, but I don’t think I want to do it until far into my future, if I even want to get a doctorate at all. She recommended that I do research on something that I care about, whether it is necessarily physics related or not, because that’s how you can build up the relationships with people that you can relate to. If nothing seems super interesting, then she said to follow what you’re curious about and want to learn more about, because that can also keep you interested in the topic.


In order to find scholarly articles, I used Scopus, which is an online tool to find scholarly articles, which can be searched by topic and affiliation. The articles that I wanted to focus on which pertain to my field of physics were focused on astronomy, because I know that Ohio State’s astronomy program is pretty good, and that the branch of physics was one that interested me. Specifically, I wanted to find something about exoplanets, since that seems to be a topic which has had a lot published on it, but is still changing in the modern years by a lot. However, when reading the articles, there was a surprising amount of mathematical formulae in the papers that made them dense and difficult to read. Additionally, a lot of the language was very elevated, so I found myself reading the articles with an online dictionary open in another tab. However, I see the need to be precise in the scholarly articles. I think that it benefits the field of physics to be precise and to include the calculations, so that other people are able to follow along with the mathematics of the science being done.

The interview with the professor was surprisingly painless. At first I felt pretty nervous meeting with him, but I had prepared myself with a lot of questions to ask about the research papers he had published about a topic that interested me (using gravitational microlensing to find planets orbiting other stars). Discussing these papers honestly made me feel lost in trying to think about what was going on, but I was able to understand the basic ideas behind his research in finding these planets. He said that the best ways to excel in the classroom was to (obviously) go to class, but also to try and connect what you learned to other applications outside of the classroom in order to understand and synthesize what was learned. He said that a tip for science problems in general is to find out what you don’t know, and find relationships to what you know. Another piece of advice which I found to be very interesting is that it takes a lot of creativity to do research and science. This was unexpected, because most of the science classes that I’ve taken have only required me to understand the problem and use formulas to connect the answer to the given values.

Overall, I liked that this interview assignment gave me the opportunity to get to know some of the people around campus in a way that I wouldn’t have thought to or wanted to before. I liked that I was about to get some advice that I could not have gotten by just reading advice on the internet, because it was more specific to my field. However, I didn’t like that this assignment was restricting me to the specific area of physics, because I feel like other sciences could have advice from their field which could translate fine into the field of physics. I’m glad that I did this assignment nonetheless, and even if I don’t enact the advice that was given to me through the interviews, it will at least maybe let me know what I’m doing wrong when things go wrong.
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