9th Grade Descriptive Writing Lesson Plan
Day 1

Standards:
Acquisition of Vocabulary- Infer the literal and figurative meaning of words and phrases and discuss the function of figurative language, including metaphors and similes.

Writing Process- Determine the usefulness of and apply appropriate pre-writing tasks.

Writing Conventions 1-6

Writing Applications- Write narratives that use a range of strategies and literary devices including figurative language.

Lead: How do author’s create characters?  What techniques do they use to provide a picture of that character in your mind?

Procedure 1:
Students will be asked to brainstorm ideas about how authors create a visual image of a character with words.  I am looking for items such as: similes, metaphors, adjectives, adverbs, and details.  

Procedure 2:
Students will be given several squares of aluminum foil.  They will be instructed to create the ‘mold’ of a character.  This character does not have to be a human form; it can be any type of character.  They will have about 15 minutes to create something.  After the 15 minutes, students will leave their character on the desk and switch seats with someone.  The new person will use the remaining class time to write as many details about the character as possible.  What they do not finish in class will be assigned as homework.

Assessment:
Did the students understand what I was asking them to do?
Could students give me examples of similes, metaphors, adjectives, and adverbs?

Homework:
Finish writing one page description of character.  Think about physical appearance, thoughts/beliefs, and attitude.









9th Grade Descriptive Writing Lesson Plan
Day 2

Standards:
Acquisition of Vocabulary- Infer the literal and figurative meaning of words and phrases and discuss the function of figurative language, including metaphors and similes.

Writing Process- Determine the usefulness of and apply appropriate pre-writing tasks.

Writing Conventions 1-6

Writing Applications- Write narratives that use a range of strategies and literary devices including figurative language.

Lead: 
Who thinks they have created an awesome character, full of descriptive details?

Procedure 1:
Students will bring out their descriptive narratives and switch them with one other person.  Each student will get a blank sheet of white paper also.  Students will then try to recreate the character they were given into a drawing.  The drawing will need to be labeled using parts of the narrative to explain why it was drawn a certain way.  This will be done for the rest of the period.

Assessment:
Did students understand what I was asking them to do?
Were they finding useful similes, metaphors, adjectives, and adverbs to help create the drawing of the character?
Were they able to use the narrative to defend what they drew?

Homework:
Finish drawing if not completed in class.














9th Grade Descriptive Writing Lesson Plan
Day 3

Standards:
Acquisition of Vocabulary- Infer the literal and figurative meaning of words and phrases and discuss the function of figurative language, including metaphors and similes.

Writing Process- Determine the usefulness of and apply appropriate pre-writing tasks.

Writing Conventions 1-6

Writing Applications- Write narratives that use a range of strategies and literary devices including figurative language.

Lead: How do author’s create characters?  What techniques do they use to provide a picture of that character in your mind?

Procedure 1:
Students will get into their same groups.  The groups will compare the vision of the writer to the vision of the artist.  The students in the group will offer advice to each other on words or phrases that could have been used more effectively.     

Procedure 2:
After the students have some time to compare and discuss, I will ask them to volunteer showing their writings and drawings.

Assessment:
Did the students understand what I was asking them to do?
How well did they work together giving advice about each other’s writing?
How similar were the drawings to the writer’s vision?

Homework:
Create a final draft of their descriptions.













Pre-assessment

Get into groups of two.  Write a one-page description about the person in your group.  Think about physical appearance, thoughts/beliefs, and attitude. 
