The Persuasive Essay

The purpose of a persuasive essay is to convince the reader to think or act a certain way. A good persuasive essay must have a strong, clearly stated thesis and a logical line of reasoning that the reader can follow. Although similar to other forms of the essay, the persuasive essay also contains the following:

• An emotional appeal
Most writers of persuasive essays use emotion to get the readers to feel strongly about their argument.

• Opposing Argument(s)
Writers, who anticipate, confront and refute opposing arguments, show their readers that they are knowledgeable about the other side of the issue. A line of argument answers critics in advance.  By answering objections in advance, these writers strengthen their own position.

• Arguments presented in a logical or climactic order 
Persuasive essays can be organized in a number of different ways, but many writers present their arguments in a logical progression, often in the order of importance, saving the most important point for last.

Tone
Apart from the substance and the argument itself, the tone is the single most important means through which you establish your credibility. It is through tone that you convey your attitude towards the issue and the audience. The tone may be objective, satirical, solemn or angry.

Tone is even more crucial in persuasion than it is in argumentation.  Facts and logic may be enough to convince one of the validity of an argument, but they do not inevitably move one to certain action. It is through tone that you make your audience feel that something is right, not only for you, but also for them.

The Persuasive Essay Outline
The persuasive essay may be written in both informal and formal methods.  Your method depends on the topic and audience.  Logic is a key in this writing.  In the formal persuasive essay, the use of third person, present tense and stylized diction and syntax are givens.  It is the creative use of conclusions, and careful undermining of opposing arguments which make this essay style stand apart from the simple literary essay.

The key to success in this essay style is the wise use of diction and writing devices, which appeal to the emotion of the reader, and sway the reader to the opinion which the writer is presenting.

Introduction:
The introduction brings the topic into focus and provides an emotional 


appeal to bring the reader to the author’s perspective.  The thesis provides 


a clear, concise explanation of the topic or issue, and the writer’s opinion.  

There should also be some suggestion of how the essay will be supported.
Body Paragraphs:
Begin body paragraphs with refuting points or contrary 




perspectives.  By using emotional appeal and examples, the writer 



must discredit the refuting point and bring the reader to the writer’s 


perspective.  It is the ordering and sequencing of the examples and 



appeals that distinguishes the superior essay.  Writing devices also 



work together to build the essay,  It is important that a line of 



argument answer critics in advance in persuasive writing.

Conclusion:
Appeal to the reader as to how the writer has come to this logical 



conclusion.  This should involve a tie back to each of the emotional 


appeals found in the body paragraphs.
Argumentation vs. Persuasion

Argumentation and persuasion are forms of exposition. Argumentation seeks to convince the audience of the case the writer presents. Persuasion goes further still; it seeks to move the audience to take a given action or to adopt a certain idea or attitude.

Argumentation

Persuasion
Less emotion
→

More emotion

Less commitment   →

More commitment

Very little call to action  →
Aggressive call to action


Examples of emotion and call to action:

Argumentation: Despite the fact that some people find seat belts uncomfortable, statistics show that those who wear them have a greater chance of surviving car crashes than those who do not wear them. Surely, safety is more important than comfort.

Persuasion: Seat belts save lives, and if you had seen, as I have, the hospital wards full of mangled bodies of people who refused to wear them, you also would demand that the government institute seat belt legislation. You can begin now, by signing this petition.

Evaluating A Persuasive Essay
A good persuasive essay appeals to different sides of our brain:

· to the left side, which we use for logic, and reasoning, 
· and to the right side, which we use to feel emotions. 
An essay full of facts and statistics may make a logical argument, but without emotional power it is unlikely to convince you of anything.

Writers of persuasive essays use three techniques to convince their readers that their argument is valid: they appeal to their readers’ emotions; they anticipate and refute their objections; and they appeal to their reason or common sense.

Identifying Emotional Appeals

Appealing to the reader’s emotions can help strengthen a logical argument. Emotional appeals typically consist of vivid descriptions or moving anec

Identifying Refutation (Opposing Arguments)
Refutation is the anticipation of objections or opposing arguments. Writers of persuasive essays anticipate their readers’ reactions so that they can respond to objections. Writers use refutation to show their readers that they have considered all sides of the question. This adds to their authority.

Identifying Logical Appeals

All persuasive essays use logical appeals, some more successfully than others. Logical appeals are based on reason. The writer must establish a clear relationship between his or her stated position, the thesis, and proof or evidence that supports this position. Persuasive essays use four types of supporting details: examples, facts, expert opinions, and personal opinions.

Many writers present their arguments in a logical progression, often in the order of importance, saving the most important point for last.
