A Monthly Newsletter for Teachers of English February 2009

STARTING OFF
Discuss the questions in groups of four or five.
1. Do you like being alone?
2. How long could you live completely by yourself, with no other people to talk to or see?

3. What is the loneliest place you have been to?

BEFORE YOU READ

You are going to read the story of the real-life Robinson Crusoe. Below are some words from the text. First check
you understand all the words:

SAILOR
ENGLISH
SPANISH
ISLAND
HOUSE
GOATS
HIDE
SMOKE
RESCUE
FAMOUS

Now work with a partner and try to guess the story, using the words above as a skeleton.

With your partner, tell the rest of the class your story.
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FIRST READING

Below are the headings for each paragraph in the text. Read them carefully before you look at the text:

THE ISLAND: AGUAS BUENAS THERE’S NO SMOKE
EARLY SUCCESS A DIFFICULT DECISION
SAVED! FOUR YEARS, FOUR MONTHS

FAMILY TROUBLES

Read the text quickly and match each heading to one of the paragraphs (1-7).

VOCABULARY 1
Find two words in each paragraph (1-6) to match the definitions below.
PARAGRAPH 1
1. This kind of food is not old or frozen but just caught or grown.
2. You do this when you are so happy you cannot stand still.
PARAGRAPH 2
3. A man who makes and repairs shoes and boots.
4. When you don’t want to stay at home or at school, for example, you...
PARAGRAPH 3
5. A person who works on a ship.
6. Like a country’s army, but on the sea.
PARAGRAPH 4
7. A cruel leader; a dictator.
8. The things you use to do a job.
PARAGRAPH 5
9. Forever.
10. Not under control, not civilised.
PARAGRAPH 6
11. When you don’t want anyone to see you, you...

12. When you see something that gives you a great idea, you are...

VOCABULARY 2

Use some of the words from Vocabulary 1 to complete the sentences below.

1. There was a problem with the car engine. Luckily he had his in the car boot.
2. The criminals heard the police coming and decided to in the garden.

3. There are deer, boar and even wolves here. In fact, there are many animals.
4. 1love strawberries in the summer.

5. When | listened to his speech | was . He’s a wonderful orator.

6. The team couldn’t believe they had won the game. Their fans were
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SECOND READING

Read the text again. How close were your predictions earlier in the lesson?

THIRD READING

Read the text again, this time more carefully, and find the answers to the questions below:
1. Were the sailors on the Duke looking for Selkirk?
2. Why did Selkirk decide to go to sea?
3. Was the Cinque Ports Selkirk’s first ship?
4. Why did Selkirk hide from the first two ships to come to the island?
5. Is Selkirk’s story the same as Robinson Crusoe? How is it different?
6. How is the island different today?

After you answer the questions check your answers with a partner.

DISCUSSION

Imagine you are going to live on a desert island by yourself. You can take five objects with you to help you, but they must
be things you can carry - no ships or helicopters! What would you take? Make a list of your five items, thinking carefully
about why each one will be useful.

After you have your list, compare your list with your partner’s. Explain your items and try to agree on a joint list.
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THE ASTONISHING STORY
OF ALEXANDER SELKIRK

The real life Robinson Crusoe

1.

It was the 1st of February, 1709.
The Duke, a British ship sailing in
the Pacific Ocean, stopped at a
tropical island to get water and
fresh food. Suddenly, from the
forest, the sailors saw the smoke
from a signal fire. When they
went to take a look they found a
wild-looking man dancing for joy.
The man was Alexander Selkirk
and for over four years he had
lived on the island alone, waiting
for rescue.

2.

Alexander Selkirk was born in
Scotland in 1676. His father was
a cobbler and he had a big family
- he had six older brothers! When
he was 19 one of Selkirk’s
brothers played a trick on him,
giving him some sea water to
drink. Selkirk started a fight and
=N was arrested.
Frightened that
S he would be sent
to prison,
~, heran away
to sea.

3.

Selkirk was a good sailor and,
especially, a good navigator.
After just a few years at sea he
was given an important position:
Sailing Master on the Cinque
Ports, a sixteen-gun, ninety-ton
privateer - really a pirate ship
working for the English against
the Spanish navy.

4.

The trip on the Cinque Ports was
a disaster. The captain was a
tyrant, hated by the crew. More
importantly, the captain did not
look after his ship. Selkirk asked
to leave the Cinque Ports and be
left on the nearest island. The
captain agreed; Selkirk was left
on the island with just his clothes,
a gun, some tools, some
blankets, some tobacco and a
copy of the Bible.

5.

At first, Selkirk thought he would
be rescued quickly but he soon
understood that his stay on the
island would be a long one -
perhaps, even, a permanent one.

Selkirk’s home for over four
years is also called ‘Robinson
Crusoe Island’. It lies 674 km
west of Chile in the Pacific
Ocean. Today about 500
people live on the island and it
even has a small airport!

He built a *house’ from pimento
trees and caught wild goats to
eat.

6.

Twice, Selkirk thought he was
saved, and twice he had to hide
because the ‘rescuers’ were
Spanish, not English, sailors.
Finally, almost four and a half
years after he first landed on
the island, he was rescued. At
home, he became famous and
his story inspired Alexander
Dumas to write the classic
‘Robinson Crusoe’ in 1719.
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