Classroom Newsletter 2014
Mrs. Diamond
English

Dear parents/guardians and 7th graders,
	
	Welcome to Mrs. Diamond’s English class and 7th grade on the Prairie!  I am looking forward to the new school year and getting to know each of you.  Here is a bit of background information so you can begin to get to know me:

Mrs. Jamie Diamond …

	This is my 21st year at Prairie.  I am a graduate of NIU, and I obtained my Master’s in Literacy at Judson University.  My capstone research for my master’s program led me to presenting at educational conferences at local, state, national, and international conferences. I am also an adjunct professor at Judson University.  I co-teach a class with Meg Knapik (6th grade Prairie teacher) on how to integrate technology in literacy instruction.  Meg and I have also co-authored a book titled Literacy Lessons for a Digital World, which was published in January of this year by Scholastic.  
When I am not at school, I enjoy gardening, shopping, taking long walks, and practicing yoga.  My husband and I love traveling.  We especially like taking road trips to visit various National Parks.  Taking in the natural beauty of our country brings us great joy.  

My Educational Philosophy	
My classroom encompasses working together in a community that fosters the six pillars of character: respect, responsibility, trustworthiness, citizenship, fairness, and caring. 
	I have included important information that will help us have a successful school year.  Please read the following components of my classroom newsletter thoroughly with your child and keep this newsletter for a reference.  Complete and detach the forms found on the last two pages.  Your child should return the forms by Monday, August 25th.   

Communication 	
Communication is essential for success in the classroom.  It is important that you know what your child is learning and how he/she is progressing in the classroom.  Please be sure to read any emails or notes sent home to you regarding your child. I like to share the positive attributes your child is bringing to our classroom, as well!   You may also want to periodically check my website through the Prairie homepage.  
The best way to reach me is via email. I can be reached by voicemail; however, access to classroom phones is limited due to sharing rooms and team meetings. Both are listed at the end of this newsletter. 

Classroom Expectations		
The classroom expectations are posted in the classroom.  These expectations contribute to the classroom community and build upon the six pillars of character.  The expectations are as follows:

1. Be Respectful 
2. Be Responsible
3. Be Ready to Learn

Consequences for Inappropriate Behavior		
It is very important everyone works together to establish a cooperative and respectful community.  If a student chooses not to follow the classroom expectations set out, they will be given the following consequences.

1.  Warning
	2.  Minutes after/during class
	3.  Lunch detention and communicate with parents/guardians
	4.  Major detention/report to assistant principal’s office

Community Links		
Each time one of my class periods exhibits responsibility, cooperation, or any of the 6 pillars of character, they will receive a link to add to our “community chain” hanging from the ceiling.  As soon as the chain for one of my class periods reaches the floor, we will have a small classroom celebration during that class period consisting of an in-class snack, study hall, or team-building activity.

Procedures for Absences	
If a student misses any or all class periods, it is very important that they make up any work.  I post daily homework assignments, quizzes, and tests in a common student planner in my classroom, along with any necessary paperwork to be completed.  Students are responsible for completing the work they missed and filing it in the absent box in the classroom.  Any absentees will have the number of days they were absent to complete any missing work/quizzes/tests.

Agenda and Planning	
In 7th grade, we continue to work on becoming independent and responsible learners through the executive functioning program, which began in 6th grade.  At the beginning of each class period, the students are made aware of the daily agenda and homework posted on the board.  There is also a giant calendar, which posts long-term projects and assignments.  At the beginning of each class period I will take time to establish good organizational habits by requiring students to write any assignments down in their planners.  Long term assignments and helpful links will be posted on my website, but I do not post daily homework assignments. 


 Grades
Grades will be based on a combination of writing, reading, listening, speaking, grammar, and vocabulary activities. Many assignments will be graded according to a rubric that we will go over in class when the assignment is given. Summative assessments will make up 90% of the final grade and formative assessments will make up 10% of the grade.
· 90-100% A (exceeds standards) 
· 80-89% B  (meets standards) 
· 70-79% C (basic understanding of standards) 
· 60-69% D (limited understanding of standards) 
· <60%  F (failure to meet standards) 
*Late homework will not be accepted after a summative assessment has been      given.	  
            *If a student is missing homework, he or she will go to L.U.N.C.H. in order to   
              complete the assignment.
	
Supplies	
Please make sure that your child is prepared with all their supplies the first week of school.  If you did not order a “supply pack” through the PTO, you can see the main office for a supply list.  Below I have listed supplies that will be collected for classroom use:
· 1 pen
· 1 pencil
· 1 pack of sticky notes
· 1 box of tissue 

            Students will also need a notebook or journal for class.  I recommend a composition style notebook.  A spiral will work, but I have found composition books to work best due to their compact size and durability.  This notebook/journal should be dedicated for use in my classroom only as I will periodically collect them.

Thank you for taking the time to read over the important information.  Please remember to sign the parent information form included.  If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, don’t hesitate to contact me.  I look forward to meeting parents/guardians at our “Back to School” Night.

Sincerely,
								
Mrs. Diamond	

Mrs. Jamie Diamond
English Teacher     jdiamond@barrington220.org
                                            Parent/Guardian Information Form
Please print clearly J



My child _______________________ and I have read over the classroom expectations.


___________________________     
Parent/guardian signature


Note:  (Use the space below to share any additional information you feel is important for me to be aware of to best help me in working with your child this year in English class.)





