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Quick Overview 

Metric System Customary System 
  Used in all parts of the 

world 
  Easy to convert 
  Multiple or fraction of 10 
  Meters, grams, and liters 

are the units of 
measurement 

  Prefixes like kilo-, centi-, 
deca- used 

  Only used in the United 
States 

  Not so simple conversion 
  No “formula”  
  Inches, feet, yards, miles, 

ounces, pounds, tons, fluid 
ounces, cups, pints quarts, 
and gallons are the units of 
measurement 



Charts: Converting within metric units 
of measurement 



Charts: Converting within customary 
measurement 



Charts: Converting between the two 
systems of measurement 



Kahn Academy Video 
  http://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/rates-and-

ratios/metric-system-tutorial/v/u-s--customary-and-
metric-units  
 To the left is a list of other videos to watch dealing with the 

metric and customary systems of measurement 



In conclusion… 
  Metric system uses meters (distance), grams (weight), and 

liters (volume) 
 Conversion deals with multiple or fractions of 10 
  1,000 grams = 1 kilogram 
  .01 meters = 1 centimeter 

  Customary system uses miles, feet & inches (distance), 
pounds & ounces (weight), and gallons, fluid ounces  & 
quarts (volume) 
 There are different rules for conversion 
  12 inches = 1 mile 
  16 ounces = 1 pound 
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