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Church Discipline, Restoration and Reconciliation 
The Purpose of Church Discipline

“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.  Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:1-2


In the event that Biblical disciplinary actions become necessary and appropriate, it is important to keep in focus that the purpose of church discipline is restoration and reconciliation.  When initiated Biblical discipline is for a person’s spiritual growth through repentance and restorative discipleship.  The church leadership who oversee the rebuilding process needs to invest in the appropriate plan and accountable nurture that aligns best with this goal.


A clear distinction is to be affirmed as to the difference between discipline and punishment.  Discipline is designed to encourage the restoration of the one involved in wrongdoing.  It is to be instructive and corrective with the Biblical goal to engage restorative grace and personal transformation.  Punishment generally focuses on retribution for the wrong done as it seeks primarily to assert justice.

Biblical Foundations for Church Discipline

· Discipline should move through appropriate steps towards restoration. (Matthew 18:15-20)

· Sin and disobedience should be taken very seriously as God desires the church to reflect His character and holiness.  (Acts 5:1-11)

· Unrepentant sin is to be grieved by the church and addressed deliberately. (1 Cor. 5:1-5) 

· When a church leader sins it is to involve appropriate authentication and suitable public rebuke that others may take warning.  (1. Timothy 5:17-22)

· Church discipline is to be corrective in nature for the purpose of growth. (Hebrews 3:12-13; 12:5-17)

The Practical Process for Rock Staff, Leadership and Congregation

If church discipline is warranted, the following actions will become a part of the restoration process:

· An identified pastor will oversee the specific restoration process for the individual(s) involved.
· PR/Legal will be consulted for approval to review any legal entanglements before engaging the process.

· The pastoral team coordinator will be consulted with in relation to the incident and restoration plan. (The pastoral team coordinator will notify the Executive Leadership Team regarding the person, plan and process.)
· The offending individual(s) will be given the opportunity to submit to the restoration plan and process.  
· Documentation of the incident and the restoration plan will be recorded on the attached document and will be placed in Fellowship One.
· A documented restoration process will be formally agreed upon with appropriate boundaries and actions identified for the individual in relation to their sin.

· As part of the restoration plan an accountable leader will be identified to be the point person for follow up growth and transformation.  This individual will report to the overseeing pastor for on-going responsibility to the plan for discipline, discipleship and/or counseling.

· The offending individual will be released from all ministry responsibilities until the pastoral leadership and mentor are in agreement on the time to re-engage ministry. A specific boundary of time will be recommended before ministry involvement is approved.

· If the Biblical authority of the pastoral leadership and restoration plan is not agreed upon or is defied by the offending person, then the individual will be given appropriate private and/or public communication that Biblically aligns with the consequences of an unrepentant person.  In accordance with Scripture, this individual will then be prohibited from continued church fellowship.  According to 1. Corinthians 5:1-5 the impenitent individual is to be removed from the church’s fellowship or support that he or she might come to repentance through the consequences of separation from the body of Christ. The church body should appropriately mourn this person’s dismissal and should disassociate with the individual.  If the person repents at a later date and seeks restoration (e.g. Prodigal Son), the church should joyfully embrace the individual with forgiveness and love as the plan of restoration is re-engaged.  
The Biblical Process of Church Discipline

Scripture addresses a number of specific areas of unrepentant sin that may require an accountable discipline process (e.g. immorality, blasphemy, divisiveness, false teaching and unresolved personal conflicts).

Examples of Biblical church discipline:

Offense

Biblical Reference

Actions 

                          
Purpose

Various Sins
     1. Cor. 5:1-13

Corporate grief


Restoration







Private reproof/discussion
Purification







Public announcement

Laziness
     2. Thes. 3:6-15

Private reproof


Conviction

Removal from congregation
Restoration

Divisiveness 
     Romans 16:17-18

Two warnings provided

Protection of







Reject from fellowship

church’s unity

False Teaching
     Gal. 1:8-9


Need 2-3 witnesses

Restoration
                  1. Tim. 1:20; 6:3-5

If sin continues, rebuke 

Purification




     2. John 9-11, Rev. 2:14-16
publically
Unresolved 
     Matthew 18:15-20

Private reproof


Restoration

personal conflicts



Private discussion

Reconciliation







Public announcement







Removal, no association

Rock Church Discipline, Restoration and Reconciliation

Today’s Date ______/_____/______  

Name _______________________________________________ DOB ____/____/____ 

Address __________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State ___________ Zip _____________________

Primary phone ( _____) _________________Secondary (____)_____________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________
If no permanent address, where are you staying? ________________________________
Specific history and narrative of the incident (include dates where relevant):

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
As part of my personal plan, I acknowledge the following actions, requirements and decisions regarding my involvement at any of the Rock Church facilities, ministries and / or events:    
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

I agree with this plan:  _______________   I do not agree with this plan: _________________



   (Initial if applicable)



         (Initial if applicable)
I understand that violating this agreement may subject me to further consequences. ________ 












 (Initial)
I acknowledge and understand that I have been advised: (Initial if applicable)
       _______In person  ______Via Telephone __________Via Email_______________ 

I understand that I may re–apply for consideration for reconciliation with the Rock Church of San Diego after:  ____________________
Signed by:  
Printed Name ____________________________Signed_______________________________Date________
Witnessed by:
Printed Name ____________________________Signed_______________________________Date________
          (A staff member or volunteer leader representing the Rock Church of San Diego)

Printed Name ____________________________Signed_______________________________ Date________
          (A staff member or volunteer leader representing the Rock Church of San Diego)

Rock Church 2277 Rosecrans Street San Diego, California 92106 Main: 619.226.7625


