Birth Announcement Sermon

TITLE: The Most Impressive Birth Announcement

TOPIC: The visible presence of angels is seen the most at Christ birth.

TEXT: Luke 2:13-14

THEME: The angels’ frequent appearance at Christmas affirms the importance of Christ’s birth.

OPENING

SENTENCE: It is not uncommon to see people use extreme measures to announce the birth of a child.

INTRODUCTION: One means I would see frequently in California was to drive by a house with a large pink (or blue) ribbon around a tree or mail box and on the garage door was a large banner claiming, “It’s a girl (or boy).  Sometimes you would even see a cardboard stork planted the ground.

An even more zealous new parent rented a bill board in Rancho San Diego with the words, “It’s a boy!” and large picture on an infant sleeping in a bassinet with the name and birthday underneath it.

A more recent approach is using the internet whether it be U-Tube or e-mail videos.  U Tube has dozens of such videos.  One goes like this (watch “Faster Than a Speeding Bullet video).

Needless to say there are lots of creative ways to announce the birth of a child- but there is one constant in all of them.  The child that is born is precious and gives great cause for celebration for the family.

TRANSITION

SENTENCE: The birth of God’s son is no exception.

TRANSITION: Like any parent God celebrates the birth of his Son Jesus the Christ and uses some creative and effective approaches to announcing his conception and birth.  One of the creative avenues he used outdoes any of the means we might find at our disposal.  He uses angels.

For instance, angels are identified at least times immediately surrounding the announcement of Jesus’ conception.  

1.  In regard to the birth of John the Baptist, who was sent to prepare the way for Jesus, we find the angel Gabriel announcing John’s birth to Zachariah before he was conceived.  Luke 1:5-16 explains Gabriel’s visit and the remarkable circumstances surrounding it.  

2.  Six months later we find Gabriel coming to Mary to saying, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”  What is noteworthy about this announcement is that Mary was a virgin.  No one was more surprised than her.

3.  In regard to Joseph we find, “18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”
When we study angels we find them more active around the birth of Christ than any other time in history.  They are very busy with announcements to everyone that needs to be in the know.  This reality should cause us to ask, “Why do angels appear so often surrounding the birth of Jesus?”

SAY WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO SAY: This morning I want us to look at this question.  I think the answer helps reaffirm the foundation of our faith.  I want us to look at three responses to that question.  The first response we will look at is that a supernatural birth requires an extraordinary validation.  The second response we will look at is that a defining event of history, such as the birth of God’s son, requires specialized attention.  Out final response is that that divine revelation, remember Jesus is the Word of God, and requires divine affirmation.

TEXT: Doctrinal

THEME: The angels’ frequent appearance at Christmas affirms the importance of Christ’s birth.

Why is it significant that angels appear so often at Christ’s birth?

I.
Because a supernatural birth requires an extraordinary validation. (Luke 1)

I have never seen a miracle or an angel.  It is not that I don’t believe they are possible or that they exist- I do.  I believe in them because Jesus Christ believed in them, performed numerous miracles, conversed with angels, and the most well documented event in ancient history is His resurrection- the most significant miracle of all.  In fact you cannot be a believer in Jesus Christ unless you believe in miracles.

A miracle is when God chooses to operate outside the laws of nature that He created and that normally function in our reality.  God as the founder of the laws of nature can choose to supersede them anytime He chooses.  A miracle does not require reliable witnesses or many witnesses to be true.  God is not obligated to provide reliable witnesses or extraordinary measures to validate it. But, if God is doing it order validate something of significance it makes sense that He would use extraordinary means to do so.

The birth of Jesus is one such event.  Let’s face it.  A virgin birth does not happen every day.  In fact, this is the only incident we know of.  It should not surprise us that Mary was skeptical when Gabriel came to here to announce her conception of Jesus.  Look at her response.
 34 “‘How will this be,’ Mary asked the angel, ‘since I am a virgin?’  35 The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.’  38 ‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May your word to me be fulfilled.’ Then the angel left her.’ ” 
It required something as significant of as an angel, Gabriel, to convince her.  It was the unlikely pregnancy of her cousin Elisabeth that she also must have weighed in her evaluation.  Elizabeth’s advanced years did not favor the potential of getting pregnant.

Nor should we be surprised as Joseph’s skepticism regarding the pregnancy of Mary.  He was well aware of the fact that virgins do not get pregnant.  Mary’s arguments would not be very convincing.  Not even another person arguing in her favor would be very convincing.  Only something as extraordinary as the message from an angel of the Lord could persuade him.
Others, predominantly the shepherds, heard this extraordinary announcement.  Luke 2: “8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.” 
Wow, what a birth announcement.  Nothing like it happened before this time and nothing like it has happened since.  Yet the conception and birth of Jesus is no ordinary event.  An extraordinary supernatural event requires an extraordinary validation and in the unprecedented announcement we have such an event.

ILLUSTRATE: Without the angels and their validation to Zachariah, Mary, Joseph and the shepherds we would think very differently about who Jesus is.  He would appear to us as an ordinary baby born illegitimately- for we would have no way to establish his virgin birth and divine credentials.  As such we would see him grow as an ordinary boy and an ordinary man.  There would be nothing special about him.  We would certainly not know Him as the Son of God.  The presence of angels demonstrates Jesus is more than an ordinary baby.

Max Lucado says this, “An ordinary night with ordinary sheep and ordinary shepherds. And were it not for a God who loves to hook an "extra" on the front of the ordinary, the night would have gone unnoticed. The sheep would have been forgotten, and the shepherds would have slept the night away.

But God dances amidst the common. And that night he did a waltz.

The black sky exploded with brightness. ... Sheep that had been silent became a chorus of curiosity. One minute the shepherd was dead asleep, the next he was rubbing his eyes and staring into the face of an alien.  The night was ordinary no more.  The angel came in the night because that is when lights are best seen and that is when they are most needed. God comes into the common for the same reason.”
Max Lucado in The Applause of Heaven. Christianity Today, Vol. 41, no. 14.
APPLY: God want us to understand the extraordinary nature of Christ birth by providing an extraordinary announcement.  Any more would have been overkill and God is not noted for showmanship.

THEME: The angels’ frequent appearance at Christmas affirms the importance of Christ’s birth.

Why is it significant that angels appear so often at Christ’s birth?

II.
Because a defining event of history requires specialized attention. (Hebrews 1:5-14)

The incarnation of Jesus is a defining moment of history from Christianities perspective.  It is significant because it is the day when God broke into human history by becoming human.  It is the day that takes God out of the realm of a being remote and removed impersonal being and places Him into the realm of “God with us - Emmanuel.”  

Jesus is God’s argument against “deism” or the clock-maker view of God.  This view teaches that God created the universe and then left it to run on its own.  It is called “clock-maker” because it visualizes God as the clock-maker who makes the clock, winds it up, and leaves it alone to run itself out.  This is said to be the belief of Thomas Jefferson and a few other early U.S. forefathers.  Jesus as Emmanuel “God with Us” demonstrates that God is here, involved and concerned.  John 3:16 says “God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten son.” In fact the word used in the KJV as “only begotten” can best be translated as “uniquely conceived”.  Jesus is Gods uniquely Son who came as an expression of God’s love for us.

Paul reminds us that the Old Testament rituals are a shadow of what is to come.  The Old Testament tabernacle, the sacrifice on the alter, the Shekinah glory, etc. are all shadows of things to come and all fulfilled in Jesus.  Everything from the Old Testament points to Jesus.  

Colossians 2:16-17  “16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.”

Hebrews 10:1 [ Christ’s Sacrifice Once for All ] The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship.
Jesus is the Messiah, the anointed one promised in the Old Testament.  The Hebrew “Messiah” and the Greek the “Christ” both mean, “The Anointed One” and refer to the same person.  The Old Testament has over 300 prophecies that refer to the coming Messiah.  We find in Mary’s Song after meeting Elizabeth in Luke 1 that she other stood that she was the honored mother of the anointed one.  She understood the historical significance of the conception and birth of Jesus.

A defining moment of history, such as the coming of the Messiah, requires specialized attention.  God provides it in the announcements of the angels surrounding the birth of Christ.

ILLUSTRATE: Before giving his life fully to Christ, author Lewis Smedes worked for his uncle's steel company. He writes: 

Gigantic cranes hoisted the steel beams from boat to dock by means of immense electro-magnets, each of them about three feet thick, eight feet in diameter, and weighing about fifteen tons. The magnets hung at the end of a two-inch cable which was, in turn, controlled by an operator sitting in a cab above the docks. I was standing on the ground blankly watching the theater of steel bustling around me when a shadow fell over me, which seemed odd, because there were no trees or building that could cast a shadow.

I looked up and saw one of those immense magnets ten feet above me. [Dock workers] ducked in and under these magnets all day long without giving them a thought, but I did not feel safe with that monster hovering over me, so I took a long step away. At that instant, the magnet crashed to earth and scraped the heel of my shoe as it landed. Rushing to investigate, the crane operator discovered that the cable holding the tons of magnetized steel above my head had been frayed down to a few threads of wire just before it crashed.

Later on, away from the docks, I wondered whether God himself could have pushed me out of the way of that magnet just in time to save my neck and get my attention at the same time. It seemed absurd to wonder whether the Maker of the Universe would go to such extreme lengths to get the attention of a failed steel man. But then again, I had been less than a tenth of a second away from being crushed to the thickness of a dime, and such things do not happen every day. (Lewis Smedes, My God and I: A Spiritual Memoir (William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2003), pp. 47-48)
APPLY: The coming of Jesus is a significant historical event.  Emmanuel, “God with Us” came about because God loves us and cares about us greatly.  It means He can and does protect men like Lewis Smedes from harm so that he could draw closer to God.  It means that God is with us at all times- until the end of the age.  The significance of this historical event required specialized attention so that we might know the magnitude of God’s love for us. 

THEME: The angels’ frequent appearance at Christmas affirms the importance of Christ’s birth.

Why is it significant that angels appear so often at Christ’s birth?

III.
Because divine revelation requires divine affirmation. (Hebrews 1:1-4) 

Miracles and angels do not seem to be found randomly throughout history.  Both are most evident at key transitions in history and revelation.  When ever we see periods of God’s supernatural presence or revelation we generally find something of significance that He is trying to reveal to us.  In this case it is the Incarnation.
Note what Hebrews 1:1-4 states: “1 We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 2 For since the message spoken through angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.”
God tends to give only what is needed to affirm his revelation.  He does not feel that each and every person must have their own specific miracle or divine revelation to enable them to believe.  He gives us enough to make his case so that those that are willing to hear Him and obey Him can do so with appropriate and satisfactory affirmation.  If someone does not want to believe He will not keep trying to convince Him If they do not believe based on the affirmation God has provided they are not going to believe period.
This made clear in Christ’s parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus found in Luke 16.
    19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 

   22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 

   25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ 

   27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 

   29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 

   30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 

   31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 
The presence of prophets, angels and miracles give us what we need to believe; no more- no less.  There is ample evidence to give us the confidence we need to beleive that God has spoken.  But, it is only to those who are open to what He has to reveal. 

ILLUSTRATE: In the book, “My Life, So Far” Christopher Hitchens said, “When I debate people like Dinesh D’Souza and William Lane Craig, they try to show me that God designed the universe so that salvation could come on one small planet in a tiny suburb of one galaxy.  If there were any evidence of that, then people like myself would have to be impressed.”

Yet most of would say, “look at the New Testament documents which record the eye witness accounts of those who lived with Jesus and knew him intimately.  The fact is there is good evidence- strong historical evidence.  The prophecies, the miracles, the angels all affirm their accounts.”  But, it is not the kind of evidence Hitchens demands.  It does not meet “his” criteria.  Yet if we ask what “his” criteria are we find an impossible standard.  Later, in the same book he says, “Even if the Virgin Mary should appear to me, or Jesus of Nazareth, I would assume (it was) a hallucination.”  

APPLY: By his own words even something extraordinary as the supernatural manifestation of Mary or Jesus would not convince Christopher Hitchens to trust in Jesus Christ.  Frankly, God seldom goes out of His way to try to convince someone who does not want to believe.  But he does give more than ample support for those who are open.  For similar reasons the great preacher Marin Lloyd Jones refused to debate atheists in a public forum.  He saw it as futile and went so far as to say debating a person lending legitimacy to their position.  A person who refuses to believe will not be persuaded through a debate- Hitchens makes that clear.  God has given all the evidence we need to trust him and those that are open and honest have an solid and intelligent basis to His revelation.

THEME: The angels’ frequent appearance at Christmas affirms the importance of Christ’s birth.

SAY WHAT YOU HAVE SAID: This morning we are looked at the question, “Why is it significant that angels appear so often at Christ’s birth?”  We have provided three responses  1, because a supernatural birth requires an extraordinary validation,  2, because a defining event of history requires specialized attention,  3, because divine revelation requires special affirmation.

TIE INTO OPENING SENTENCE: The conception and birth of Jesus are remarkable events.  Like any parent God takes special effort to announce to the world that His Son has been born.  With Him we can celebrate His remarkable incarnation.

APPLY TO SPECIFIC AUDIENCE:

1. This coming week we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  It is something that has become an annual event and something that the world continues to view as a highlight of our year.  An event so significant is still being celebrated after over 2,000 years.  The presence of the angels during that special night affirms our faith and the fact we still celebrate His birth affirms their presence on that night accomplished its purpose.

2. Their presence reminds us that the birth of Christ is an extraordinary event unlike any other.  Only Jesus is the uniquely conceived Son of God who came as expression of God’s love for us- Jesus is Emmanuel: God with us.

3. Their presence addresses our doubts.  God is intent on letting us know the special nature of Jesus.  He gives sufficient testimony to the nature of Christ and his birth without forcing himself onto the unwanting skeptic who feels Christ and Christmas is an intrusion.

4. The presence of angels confirms that God wants us to know him and his Son Jesus- so He provides a birth announcement unlike any other.

HAYMAKER: God uses angels to announce the conception and birth of Jesus- an extraordinary presentation of an extraordinary event.  We can only imagine if all the thoughts and emotions went through those directly affected when these things were transpiring.  If they had today’s social networks to communicate with us what they were experiencing it may have looked something like this.

Video- The Social Network (WorshipHouse Media)

THEME: The angels’ frequent appearance at Christmas affirms the importance of Christ’s birth. 
