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You love your ranch house and want to keep it in good shape. The best means to accomplish that is through regular inspections and maintenance. What may seem like a small issue (“Oh, it’s just a tiny little leak”) can quickly become a serious and very costly problem if left unchecked for even one season. Spotting these problems early is the key to protecting your investment and keeping you house in great condition for decades to come. 
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This Inspection Checklist is intended to help you do just that. While each house is different, every house is composed of basically the same systems applied in the same manner: structural framing, roofing, foundation, exterior cladding, windows, etc. Some of the forms and materials might be a bit different in mid-century homes such as your ranch, but the basic systems and their function are largely the same as in any other house.  
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The Checklist is designed to help you gather critical pieces of information and evaluate each of these systems independently, identifying potential problems as you go. It may seem a bit daunting at first, but don’t get discouraged. It’s a fairly simple process -- the first page looks at the history of your ranch house and any alterations or repairs that may have inadvertantly caused subsequent damage. The following pages walk you through a visual inspection of the systems. Just check off every condition that you see and note the location. You may want to grab a flashlight for checking crawlspaces and attics; a screwdriver or pen knife to probe masonry, wood, and other materials; and a camera to document conditions and locations. Try to be as thorough and methodical as possible when looking at each area of your home and garage, since each problem you catch now will represent a considerable savings of time and money down the road.  
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The conditions are divided into categories by their severity, so you will be able differentiate which problems you need to address right away (within 1-2 months) and which ones are less critical or largely cosmetic (address within 6-12 months). This will help you set your budget and priorities for maintenance and repairs over the next year. As you make repairs, you can keep track of the information on the Checklist (type of repair, date, and who performed the repair) to create a permanent record of the work you’ve done on each system.

You also will be able to see which issues are potentially serious enough to require professional assistance. This inspection is a tool for homeowners that can be used for a preliminary inspection, but it is not intended to replace an evaluation by a professional home inspector, architect, engineer, or contractor. If you have any concerns about the severity of a condition you have identified, you should call in a professional to complete a more through investigation. The National Trust for Historic Preservation is not responsible for, and expressly disclaims all liability for, damages of any kind arising out of use, reference to, or reliance on any information contained within this document.
  /  /20  
Inspection date

location 
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Address        
     
Inspected by

Neighborhood or Historic District (where applicable)        
Name of current owner        
history 

Construction date (if known)  19  
Builder or subdivsion (if known)        
Original occupancy  type
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 rental

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 single family

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 multi-family 
Current occupancy  type
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 rental

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 single family

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 multi-family 

Changes in occupancy can result in alterations to both the interior and exterior that can be detrimental to the integrity of the house and its condition.
Original number of floors    FORMCHECKBOX 
 1
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1-1/2 (split-level)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2 (full floors)

Basement   

       FORMCHECKBOX 
 full
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 partial

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 crawlspace only
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 none (slab on grade)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 siding replaced/added


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 masonry skin added




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 roofing replaced



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 windows replaced



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 door(s) replaced



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 openings infilled 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 features (soffits, decorative details) removed or covered


Date of changes (if known)        
Additions    FORMCHECKBOX 
 rear        FORMCHECKBOX 
 side       FORMCHECKBOX 
 front       FORMCHECKBOX 
 upper stor(y/ies)     FORMCHECKBOX 
 breezeway     FORMCHECKBOX 
 porch        FORMCHECKBOX 
 carport 
Date of addition(s) (if known)       
While additions can be a source of potential problems due to workmanship, they may be significant in their own right depending upon the date when they were added.
condition
Roofing – the roof is your first line of defense agains the elements and deserves a very close inspection of all its components. You may need to check structural elements and underlayment from the interior or attic, where it is accessible. Examining roofing materials after a rain storm can help identify leaks, wet spots, and low spots that hold water.
Shingles/membrane      FORMCHECKBOX 
 portions missing



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 moss or plant growth 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 damaged/cracked/bubbling

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 covered with multiple layers 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 loose/missing flashing at valleys or 
(2 or more) of new(er) material    

  


  intersection with walls                                     address within 2-6 months

   


 address within 1-2 months     
Notes:                                                                                                                                                                  
     


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 missing 




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 dented or crushed       

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 loose or detached sections 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 corroded 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 clogged with leaves/debris/plant growth 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 not enough slope to keep water flowing    
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 downspouts empty near foundation

address within 2-6 months     
address within 1-2 months     
     
Notes:

Chimneys 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
 leaning out of plumb      


  FORMCHECKBOX 
 spalling/damaged masonry
  

          FORMCHECKBOX 
 chimney cap missing


  FORMCHECKBOX 
 chimney cap damaged   

          FORMCHECKBOX 
 mortar cracked/missing  


  FORMCHECKBOX 
 efflorescence (salt or powder) on masonry   

          FORMCHECKBOX 
 flashing missing         

              FORMCHECKBOX 
 flashing damaged or poorly installed   

address within 1-2 months   

              FORMCHECKBOX 
 visible moss/plant growth     

                                        

            



  FORMCHECKBOX 
 animal activity (nests, etc.)     

address within 2-6 months    
     
Notes:
Skylights 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 visible internal leaking/staining       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 removed or covered
      

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cracked or damaged light  


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 condensation (water droplets inside)   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 broken/cracked/damaged perimeter seals         address within 2-6 months     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 missing/damaged flashing

     
     address within 1-2 months     
Notes:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 portions missing/removed    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 split/cracked materials


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 visibly warped or sagging    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 peeling or bubbling paint or finishes  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 soft or powdery spots/infestation   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 visible moss/plant growth    
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 loose or corroded fastners/nails 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 not visible/covered with new materials      


     address within 1-2 months     


    address within 2-6 months     
(section continues on following page)
     
Notes:
Underlayment
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 warped or buckled
       

                     FORMCHECKBOX 
 sagging/obvious low spots between rafters or framing

           FORMCHECKBOX 
 visible staining, mold, or rot           
      address within 1-2 months     
Notes:
     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 sagging ridge line (peak)                               FORMCHECKBOX 
 little or no insulation in rafters/attic


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 split/cracked/twisted rafters or beams            FORMCHECKBOX 
 limited or no venting in attic (are gable, ridge 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 soft or powdery spots/infestation                     or attic vents present and functional?)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 obvious corrision/flaking/pitted metal        
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 evidence of animal or insect activity (rodents, 

    

 (for steel framing or beams)         

     birds, bats, wasps)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 visible staining or rot
                            address within 2-6 months     
   

    address within 1-2 months

Notes:
     
Roofing repair record

repairs made:
     
date repaired:         

repaired by:        
Structure – houses of the period typically were constructed with wood framing, regardless of the exterior and interior finish material placed over them. If you suspect that you have an unusual framing system (steel, reinforced concrete, etc.), you may want to contact an architect, engineer, or contractor for assistance with your assessment. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 shifted or leaning walls (out of plumb)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 visible staining or rot near roof or 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 sloped, sagging, or loose floor joists    

        foundation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 split/cracked/twisted framing


    address within 2-6 months     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 insect infestation (termites or ants) 

  
    address within 1-2 months     
     
Notes:

Structure repair record

     
repairs made:
date repaired:        
repaired by:        
Foundation – if you have a full or partial basement, check your foundation from both the inside and outside for evidence of moisture or damage.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 shifting or settling walls or floor  


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cracked or missing mortar       

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 bowing or bulges in walls   


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 efflorescence (salt or powder) on surface

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 large cracks (1/4” or larger) that appear active   
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 small (1/8” or smaller) cracks   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 standing water in basement or crawlspace  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 limited or no venting of basement or 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 spalling (flaking) concrete 


                   crawlspace

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 exposed/corroded reinforcing


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 missing or ineffective vapor barrier in crawlspace 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 spalling or broken masonry  


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 visible mold or staining on surface   

     address within 1-2 months  



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 obvious damp areas on walls/floor
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 peeling or damaged paint or finishes   

     
                  address within 2-6 months     
Notes:
Foundation repair record

     
repairs made:
date repaired:        
repaired by:        
Siting of house on the lot – siting of your house is key. If the ground slopes toward your foundation, water will continually be directed into your home. Proper grading and drainage are essential.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 site slopes toward house     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 water collects/ponds near foundation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ground has settled near or around foundation

      address within 1-2 months   
     
Notes:

Siting repair record

repairs made:
     
date repaired:        
repaired by:        
Exterior siding material – numerous siding materials were used to finish the exterior, including but not limited to wood, masonite, aluminum, and vinyl siding, as well as brick, thin stone veneers, and simulated stone (Perma-Stone, Formstone and others). Most function simply as a thin exterior protective skin fixed to an underlayment or directly to the structure.
Siding

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 portions missing/removed  


           FORMCHECKBOX 
 warped/buckled/dented
   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 split or cracked 


 
           FORMCHECKBOX 
 peeling or bubbling paint or finishes     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 soft/powdery spots or infestation     
           FORMCHECKBOX 
 moss or plant growth 
   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 loose or corroded nails/fasteners                            FORMCHECKBOX 
 faded or brittle      
      

     address within 1-2 months   
                                    FORMCHECKBOX 
 covered with new materials    
               







     address within 2-6 months     
Masonry           FORMCHECKBOX 
 portions missing/removed      


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 efflorescence (salt or powder) on surface      

          FORMCHECKBOX 
 pulling away from substrate      


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 efflorescence (salt or powder) on surface      

          FORMCHECKBOX 
 large cracks (1/4” or larger)  that appear active
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cracked/missing mortar    

          FORMCHECKBOX 
 spalling (flaking) or broken masonry   
             FORMCHECKBOX 
 obvious damp areas  

    address within 1-2 months     



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 visible mold/moss/staining  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 small (1/8” or less) cracks 
     address within 2-6 months    
     
Notes:

Exterior siding repair record

repairs made:
     
date repaired:        
repaired by:        
Exterior or Interior Planters – these should be examined to determine if they are tied into the structure or finishes, and how and where they are draining.
          FORMCHECKBOX 
 no foundation/inadequate foundation     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 damaged/cracked container       

          FORMCHECKBOX 
 damaged/missing drain 



   FORMCHECKBOX 
 efflorescence (salt or powder) on surface      

 
          FORMCHECKBOX 
 bowing or bulges in container walls


       address within 2-6 months   
          FORMCHECKBOX 
 missing or ineffective vapor barrier
              address within 1-2 months                                                        (section continues on following page)
Notes:
     
Planter repair record

     
repairs made:
date repaired:        
repaired by:        
Exterior Doors - there are a wide range of door styles and materials from the period that contribute to the overall character of the house. Retaining and repairing your original doors is always preferable (and often more cost effective in the long-run) to  removing and replacing them with newer materials of poorer quality.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 removed or missing  

            FORMCHECKBOX 
 sagging/out of plumb    
             FORMCHECKBOX 
 storm/screen door missing   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 do not move freely/shut properly  
          FORMCHECKBOX 
 veneers cracked/split/curling             FORMCHECKBOX 
 storm/screen door 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 missing or damaged flashing above           FORMCHECKBOX 
 staining/mold visible                              damaged
   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 damage or rot on frame    

            FORMCHECKBOX 
 locks/hardware damaged                      address within 6-12 months    
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 soft spots/rot in materials  

            FORMCHECKBOX 
 peeling or bubbling paint or finishes     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 broken or missing glass   


    address within 2-6 months  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 locks/hardware missing   
Notes:
     
Exterior door repair record

     
repairs made:
date repaired:        
repaired by:        
Garage Door - garage doors became a prominent feature of mid-century homes due to the omni-presence of the automobile and the popularity of the attached garage. Their distinctive styles, detailing, and colors can contribute to the overall character of your house.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 removed or missing   

       FORMCHECKBOX 
 sagging/out of plumb   

   FORMCHECKBOX 
 staining/mold visible  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 lintel damaged or corroded   
       FORMCHECKBOX 
 track bent or damaged   
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 peeling or bubbling paint or 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 missing/damaged flashing above         FORMCHECKBOX 
 sill missing/damaged                     finishes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 track not anchored securely                 FORMCHECKBOX 
 veneers cracked/split/curling  
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 faded or brittle 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 door does not move freely in track       FORMCHECKBOX 
 locks/hardware damaged                 finishes/materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 damage or rot on frame   

             address within 2-6 months                  address within 6-12 months  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 soft spots/rot in materials  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 broken or missing glass    
Notes:
     
(section continues on following page)

Garage door repair record

     
repairs made:
date repaired:        
repaired by:        
Windows – several window types (double hung, single hung, casement, picture) and materials (wood, aluminum, steel) were available in the mid-twentieth century. Retaining and repairing original windows is always preferable (and often more cost effective in the long run) to removing and replacing them with new vinyl or wood windows of inferior quality.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cracked/damaged lintels (above)   
            FORMCHECKBOX 
 painted shut   

                   FORMCHECKBOX 
 staining/mold visible  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 missing or damaged flashing above           FORMCHECKBOX 
 brittle/cracked/missing caulk or sealant    FORMCHECKBOX 
 peeling 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 damage or rot on frame  

            FORMCHECKBOX 
 brittle or missing glazing putty                     or bubbling paint or finishes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 damage or rot on sill  

            FORMCHECKBOX 
 locks/hardware damaged  

       FORMCHECKBOX 
 storm/screen missing   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 do not move freely/shut properly   

     address within 2-6 months     

       FORMCHECKBOX 
 storm/screen damaged    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 soft spots/rot in wood sash  



                                      address within 6-12 months     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 corrosion/deterioration of metal sash  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 broken or missing glass   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 locks/hardware missing   

     address within 1-2 months   
Notes:
     
(section continues on following page)
Window repair record

     
Repairs made:
date repaired:        
repaired by:        
Interior finishes – damage on interior finishes often can signal larger problems that are occuring on the exterior. Inspect your interior carefully, working from room to room in a regular pattern from the ceiling to the walls and then the floor. Remember that ranch interiors often incorporated materials and features that were new to the residential market of the time (vinyl tile, Formica, etc.). Their colors and designs were integral to the overall character and appearance of the ranch-style house. These should be retained and repaired whenever possible, or replaced with matching or sympathetic reproduction materials, many of which are now readily available. Be sure to examine built-in furniture and features such as cabinets, shelving systems, and benches as well. 
Be aware that many homes of this period used vinyl asbestos tile (VAT) as flooring, and it may have cracked or abraded over time. It can pose a health hazard if deteriorated to the point that the materials can become airborne, but you have the option of covering it or encapsulating it instead of complete removal and replacement. If you chose to remove it, please take care to work with a reputable contractor and follow all health and life safety codes.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 wet or bubbling plaster/drywall         FORMCHECKBOX 
 cracked, damaged or loose fixtures   FORMCHECKBOX 
 cracked, stained or damaged 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 staining on plaster/drywall                      (sinks, baths, toilets)                               laminate surfaces

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 loose/cracked plaster or drywall        FORMCHECKBOX 
 loose/missing caulk near fixtures       FORMCHECKBOX 
 wood veneers cracked, split, or curling   
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cracked/broken/abraded                    FORMCHECKBOX 
 leaking or faulty faucets                   FORMCHECKBOX 
 cracked/damaged/worn linoleum
     9”x9” vinyl tile        

   FORMCHECKBOX 
 mold or staining on finishes                FORMCHECKBOX 
 faded or brittle finishes/materials
    (tile and adhesive may contain asbestos)                                                         FORMCHECKBOX 
 stained or corroded metal finishes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 loose or damaged tile or grout           FORMCHECKBOX 
 loose or missing fasteners                  FORMCHECKBOX 
 missing/cracked/broken light shades
      in bath and kitchen           

       in trim or floors                                     (glass)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 moisture/mold/rot                              FORMCHECKBOX 
 missing or insufficient ventilation         FORMCHECKBOX 
 peeling or bubbling pain or finishes  
     under countertops                                  in kitchen and bathrooms                           address within 6-12 months   
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 moisture/mold/rot near                         address within 2-6 months
      piping or fixtures  
      (sink, toilet, bath)                                                                     
   address within 1-2 months                                                                                         (section continues on following page)
     
Notes:
Interior finishes repair record

     
repairs made:
date repaired:        
repaired by:        
Fireplaces – fireplaces and their surrounds frequently serve as a central visual focus for the more formal interior spaces. Regular maintenance is important to efficient operation, and to avoid a fire hazard.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 damaged/cracked mortar or masonry    




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cracked or damaged mantle
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 flue doesn’t draw properly (when was it last cleaned or serviced?) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 missing, cracked, or damaged mortar    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 damper missing or damaged 





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 stained masonry   

     address within 1-2 months                                                                                    address within 2-6 months

Notes:
     
(section continues on following page)

Fireplace repair record

     
repairs made:
date repaired:        
repaired by:        
Utilities and systems
Electrical– faulty or leaking pipes and damaged wiring can be incredibly damaging and a potential health hazard. A preliminary inspection can highlight serious problems to be further investigated and repaired by professionals. Be sure to check if you have a low voltage system and relays (sometimes located in an attic space) before you begin any electrical work. If you start upgrading your system with new switches (120 volt), you may create new problems by  overload the system, which can result in a potential fire hazard by overheating the relays.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 inadequate electrical service (at least 100 amps) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 light switches/wall fixtures not operable or faulty

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 no circuit breakers or fuses visible or accessible  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 light switches/wall fixtures not operable or faulty

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 incorrect size of fuses or breakers 


             FORMCHECKBOX 
 frayed connections/corrosion in switches   

    (20 amps for new wiring, 15 amps for older)      

     and outlets (look behind the cover plates)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 frayed insulation or exposed wiring visible   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 outlets are not grounded (2-prong instead of 3-prong)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 outlets and receptacles near water sources   
             FORMCHECKBOX 
 phone jacks are 4-prong (adapters are available)


    do not have ground fault interrupters (GFI)      

     address within 2-6 months     
    address within 1-2 month
     
Notes:
Heating/Cooling – to determine potential problems you must first know what type of system you have – steam heat, forced hot water, radiant heating, forced hot air, etc. As with electrical systems, an early assessment by you can help identify potential problems that are best examined and repaired by a professional.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 leaking boiler or piping 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 asbestos insultation present on boiler or piping


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 stains or rot near piping and places 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 clogged air filters

    on floor or ceiling where piping penetrates 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 obstructions near/around radiators/baseboard heaters

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  corroded piping or boiler  



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 obstructions in front of/on top of vents/registers
   address within 1-2 months   



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 belts on motors/fans are cracked or worn

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ventilator covers missing or broken


    address within 2-6 months     
Notes:
     
     
Utilities and systems repair record

repairs made:
date repaired:        
repaired by:        
prioritize 

If you have only checked a few items during your inspection, you are either a very fortunate homeowner or you have been doing a great job of repairing and maintaining your home. Congratulations! But if your inspection led you to check a considerable number of problems in several different systems, you’re probably wondering where to even start with your repairs. You can’t do everything in the next 1-2 months! Below are some general guidelines that can help you sort through the data you’ve just gathered and establsh some priorities for the next 12 months.
level 1
Roofing, foundation, siting, structural, and utilities issues are generally the most critical because they have the greatest potential for negative impact on the long-term stability of the house and its other components. Any issues or problems that you have identified in the address within 1-2 months category in these systems should be handled immediately, since they may be the source of other types of (seemingly unrelated) damage you encountered during your insepction. For instance - the missing flashing where your roof joins a wall is actually allowing water inside the house to warp the roof underlayment, rot the framework inside the wall, and stain the plaster on the ceiling of the bedroom; or that standing water on the ground next to your foundation is coming through your foundation wall, causing the spalling concrete on the inside of your basement, and soaking the wood sills of your structure, which is now causing rot and attracting termites. Remember that it may be necessary to contract for the services of professional consultants to fully investigate a problem and identify its root cause. 
Siting:       
Use the space below to list your highest priority items for these key systems.
Roofing:      
Utilities/systems:       
Structural:       
Foundation:       
level 2

Exterior siding, windows and doors are important pieces of your home’s “exterior envelope,” which is the skin that wraps the frame of your house. After your roof, these are the most important elements in protecting your home from the weather and they require regular maintenance to perform well. Due to heavy usage and their very nature as openings punched into a wall system, windows and doors take a considerable amount of abuse on a daily basis. As a result, they are a common site for damage from wear and tear, and also a potential location for moisture damage that can affect other materials and systems. Any issues or problems that you have identified in the address within 1-2 months category in these systems should be handled within that timeframe, if at all possible. 
Exterior siding:       
Windows:       
Doors:       
level 3

The remaining systems (planters, garage doors, interior finishes) are not as critical in fight against the elements, and repairs could be held off to a later date. Also in this category would be any repairs that are in the address in the next 2-6 months category for any of the systems. Although these are important problems that should be addressed, they are not as likely to result in damage to other elements if left unchecked for the short term. 
·      
level 4

All issues listed in the category address within the next 6-12 months can be considered minor or largely cosmetic. They are not critical to the functionality of the house and its systems and can be delayed until more critical problems have been repaired. However, this is not to suggest that these items can simply be ignored. While they are small at the moment, the have the potential to become larger problems if left untreated. Maintaining your finishes in good repair, providing adequate storm protection, and investigating and eradicating mold or mildew on surfaces are all necessary and important basic maintenance that help provide protection for other materials and systems. 
·      
Tell Us How it Went!

We want to get you comments and feeback on the Checklist. Let us know how it worked for you and if you have any suggestions for ways to improve it. Send your comments to:

Chris Morris

Midwest Office

National Trust for Historic Preservation

53 West Jackson Blvd., Suite 350

Chicago, IL 60604

christina_morris@ nthp.org
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Gutters, downspouts, drains
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Soffits, fascia, eaves, and overhangs
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