 [INSERT COMPANY LOGO OR LETTERHEAD]

 

May XX, 2010

 

The Honorable [Insert Senator’s First and Last Name]
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

 

Dear Senator [Insert Senator’s Last Name]:

 

On behalf of [Insert organization/company name and # of members/employees], I urge you to do all that you can to encourage Senate leaders to include the Wyden WaterSense Amendment,  a consumer retrofit program for WaterSense-certified products,  in the Home Star Energy Retrofit Act of 2010 -- legislation designed to promote energy efficiency, create jobs and boost the economy.  
The Wyden WaterSense Amendment will provide two powerful benefits: first, promoting water-efficient retrofits will create near-term jobs in the plumbing manufacturing and installation industry; and second, installation of WaterSense products will save consumers money, conserve billions of gallons of water, reduce energy consumption, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  

 

The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) WaterSense program promotes water efficiency among consumers.  Incentives for the purchase of WaterSense products and services can be deployed quickly to build consumer demand for WaterSense technology and create and retain jobs.  The WaterSense label certifies that a product will save water and perform well, backed by third-party testing and independent certification to ensure that the product meets EPA’s criteria for efficiency and performance.

 

[Insert name of organization/company] is committed to promoting water efficiency and environmental sustainability, as well as health, safety, and quality of water efficient products.    WaterSense standards have been finalized for toilets, faucets, urinals, and showerheads.   We strongly urge your support for the Wyden WaterSense Amendment to the Home Star bill for the following compelling reasons:

 

WaterSense Creates Jobs:  WaterSense incentives will spur hiring by manufacturers that produce the products, wholesalers and retailers who sell the products and the local contractors and construction workers who install these plumbing products.  The jobs potential for investment in replacing plumbing fittings and fixtures is on the order of 18 jobs per million dollars of direct investment.   For example, a $1 billion investment in WaterSense incentives has the potential to boost employment by 18,000 jobs and the U.S. GDP by $1.47 billion.

 

WaterSense Saves Water: The average household spends as much as $500 annually on its water and sewer bill.  By making a few simple changes to use water more efficiently, a household could save about $170 per year. Replacing an older, existing toilet with a WaterSense labeled model, can save 4,000 gallons per year.  If all U.S. households installed water-efficient appliances, the country would save more than 3 trillion gallons of water and more than $18 billion dollars per year!

 
WaterSense Saves Energy and Reduces Greenhouse Gas Emissions: It takes a significant amount of energy to deliver and treat water that is used every day.  American public water supply and treatment facilities consume about 56 billion kilowatt-hours (kWh) per year – enough electricity to power more than 5 million homes for an entire year.  For example, letting a faucet run for five minutes uses as much energy as burning a 60-watt light bulb for 14 hours.

 

[Insert name of organization/company] believes, without question, that the Wyden WaterSense Amendment to the Home Star bill will encourage consumers to purchase WaterSense products and services offering a tremendous boost to the economy.  WaterSense incentives will create green jobs quickly, save water and energy resources, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
Please support the Wyden WaterSense Amendment to the Home Star Energy Retrofit Act of 2010.  

I look forward to hearing from you about this important issue.

 

Sincerely,

 

[Name]

[Title]

[Company]

[Contact Information]

 

 
