NYS Common Core Regents

Argument

Directions: Closely read each of the four texts provided on pages ____ through ____ and write a source-based
argument on the topic below. You may use the margins to take notes as you read and scrap paper to plan your
response. Write your argument beginning on page 1 of your essay booklet.

Topic: _____________________________________________

Your Task: Carefully read each of the four texts provided. Then, using evidence from at least three of the texts, write a well-developed argument regarding the ___________________________________________. Clearly establish your claim, distinguish your claim from alternate or opposing claims, and use specific, relevant, and sufficient evidence from at least three of the texts to develop your argument. Do not simply summarize each text.

Guidelines:

Be sure to:
• Establish your claim regarding ____________________________________________________________
• Distinguish your claim from alternate or opposing claims
• Use specific, relevant, and sufficient evidence from at least three of the texts to develop your argument
• Identify each source that you reference by text number and line number(s) or graphic (ie. Text 1, line 4 or Text 2, graphic)
• Organize your ideas in a cohesive and coherent manner
• Maintain a formal style of writing
• Follow the conventions of standard written English

Texts:
Text 1 – _________________________________________
Text 2 – _________________________________________
Text 3 – _________________________________________
Text 4 – _________________________________________











Essay Outline Template
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Introduction:
Opening statement is a general statement about the topic. 
Next 4-5 sentences are background information about the topic and the reasons why you believe what you believe. 
Sentence 6 is your thesis statement where you write your claim and take a stand on the side that you believe. (Thesis statements should have supporting subtopics that will help outline the body paragraphs of your essay).
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph 1:
Sentence 1: Topic sentence revolving around subtopic 1
Sentence 2: Background information revolving around your claim and your subtopic
Sentence 3:  Evidence regarding subtopic 1 from one of the texts proving your claim to be true
Sentence 4: Explain your evidence (make an inference) about your evidence and how/why it proves your claim to be true.
Sentence 5: Additional evidence regarding subtopic 1 from a different text proving your claim to be true
Sentence 6: Explain your evidence (make and inference) about your evidence and how/why it proves your claim to be true. 
Sentence 7: Transitional sentence to next subtopic – providing background information about your claim
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph 2:
Sentence 1: Topic sentence revolving around subtopic 2
Sentence 2: Background information revolving around your claim and your subtopic
Sentence 3:  Evidence regarding subtopic 2 from one of the texts proving your claim to be true
Sentence 4: Explain your evidence (make an inference) about your evidence and how/why it proves your claim to be true.
Sentence 5: Additional evidence regarding subtopic 2 from a different text proving your claim to be true
Sentence 6: Explain your evidence (make and inference) about your evidence and how/why it proves your claim to be true. 
Sentence 7: Transitional sentence to next subtopic – providing background information about your claim
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph 3:
Sentence 1: Topic sentence revolving around subtopic 3
Sentence 2: Background information revolving around your claim and your subtopic
Sentence 3:  Evidence regarding subtopic 3 from one of the texts proving your claim to be true
Sentence 4: Explain your evidence (make an inference) about your evidence and how/why it proves your claim to be true.
Sentence 5: Additional evidence regarding subtopic 3 from a different text proving your claim to be true
Sentence 6: Explain your evidence (make and inference) about your evidence and how/why it proves your claim to be true. 
Sentence 7: Transitional sentence to next subtopic – providing background information about your claim
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion:
Sentence 1: Strong opening statement about why you are making the claim you are making
Sentences 2-4: Reinforce your claim with your own background knowledge and opinions based on the texts you read and your own thoughts about the topic. 
Sentence 5: Strong Clincher statement about the topic and the point/side you are proving
__________________________________________________________________________________________
**** Note for Scoring a 6 on this essay****
· When you write your essay you MUST introduce the Naysayer (opposing argument) within your argument. 
· There are 2 ways to do this:
· You can have a separate paragraph where you discuss the opposing argument – but this can get tricky in an argumentative essay because if you dedicate a full paragraph to the opposing argument it may seem like you are moving too far away from your claim.
· The second and better way to discuss the opposing argument is to embed the opposing argument into your body paragraphs using text-specific evidence to support their claim – BUT make sure you state that their claims are incorrect and state why your claims are correct. 

· Remember – you MUST ALSO use a MINIMM OF 3 TEXTS IN THIS ESSAY as evidence to prove your claim to be true. 










image1.wmf

