MISSION STATEMENT
It is the mission of Christ Memorial Child Care Center to proclaim and demonstrate Christ’s love for children of the congregation and the community, and to assist parents in providing Christian training, early childhood care, and education.

It is the mission of Christ Memorial Lutheran Church to communicate, foster, and support the true saving Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to our members, to our neighbors, to the community, and throughout the world, and to do so in an ongoing, expanding manner.
PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!                   And that is what we are!  1 John 3:1
Christ Memorial Child Care Center believes that all children are unique gifts from God, each having a purpose and place within our world and His heavenly kingdom.  We strive to teach the love of Jesus Christ through His death and resurrection and we profess this belief through the quality Christian care provided to the children at our Center on a daily basis. 

We believe that all children have an innate desire to seek out new learning experiences and do so through active play and interactions with others.  Since all children develop at their own rates, we believe it is Christ Memorial Child Care Center’s responsibility to provide learning opportunities which address the individual physical, spiritual, social, cognitive, language and self-help skills necessary for independence and appropriate development. Through interesting, challenging and age-appropriate activities, the children at Christ Memorial Child Care Center flourish and grow.

We are all children of God.  The children in our care at Christ Memorial Child Care Center will be treated as such, with the utmost respect and care as precious, God-given gifts to our Center.   

ACCREDITATION
Christ Memorial Child Care Center is a Nationally Accredited Center.  

CMCCC BOARD
Christ Memorial Child Care Center Board is responsible for formulating policies for the operation of the center.  The Board meets the third Tuesday during the months of January, March, May, September and November.  Visitors are welcome to address the Board during the first 15 minutes of the session.  Contact the director in advance of attending.  

TEACHERS
All teachers at the Preschool are certified teachers as well as creative, dedicated Christians.  Christ Memorial Preschool is a member of the Lutheran Education Association, Department of Early Childhood Education.

AGE REQUIREMENTS
Three-year-old class (Tuesday & Thursdays) – Must be three by August 1.

Four-year-old class (Monday, Wednesday, & Fridays) – Must be four by August 1.

CALENDAR
Classes begin after Labor Day, and end the week before Memorial Day.

A calendar of the year which includes the holidays and special days is provided.

Each teacher provides a monthly calendar with themes and snack helpers listed.

PERSONAL INFORMATION CHANGES
Promptly notify the school office of any changes to your address, phone, work, doctor, emergency contacts, etc.  This is imperative in the event of an emergency.  

CURRICULUM
All curriculum is done through a thematic approach, interwoven throughout the session. 
Religious Activities- Bible stories, Christian songs, and prayers are interwoven throughout the day, in addition to the daily Jesus Time.  The children also attend a monthly chapel service led by one of the pastors from the church.
Language Activities- Storytelling, Circle Time, using & reading books, discussion, puppets, nursery rhymes, letter sounds, and allowing the children to talk about their artwork.
Math- Developing number concepts through use of counting items and the calendar, songs and finger plays; shapes, sorting, matching.
Social Studies- Family, home, church, community, holidays, seasons, safety, manners.
Science- Senses, health, body, nutrition, plants, animals.
Art Activities- Creating with a variety of media: paints, crayons, markers, scissors, paper, tissue paper, yarn, shaving cream, glue, yarn, play dough, pasta, etc.  
Music- Singing, rhythm activities, musical games, simple concepts: high, low, fast, slow; following directions.
Dramatic Play- Role playing, dressing up, puppets, housekeeping, props.
Fine Motor- Cutting, blocks, puzzles, manipulative, finger plays.
Large Motor- Running, jumping, climbing, throwing and catching, games.

TUITION
Fees are pro-rated over the school year.  Tuition is due the first of each month.  A $5 late fee is assessed for nonpayment by the tenth of the month. Payment should be put in the tuition box located in the office.  A child’s enrollment may be cancelled if the tuition is more than 45 days overdue.  

WITHDRAWAL
A two-week written notice is required when withdrawing a child from preschool or the full tuition for the following month must be paid.  Tuition will not be refunded for a month in which the child is already enrolled.

WEATHER CLOSING 
In case of severe weather, preschool is cancelled when Green Park Lutheran School cancels.  [If your child is also enrolled in Day Care, listen for a separate listing under Christ Memorial Day Care.]  Check announcements on the radio or television.  

HEALTH
Children who are ill should be kept at home.  You will be notified if your child becomes ill at school.  Children must be kept home until they are fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing medication.  

Please notify your child’s teacher or the office if your child develops a contagious disease.
ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE
Morning classes are 9:00 – 11:30.  Afternoon classes are 12:30 – 3:00.

Children may arrive 5 minutes before class begins.  

Children must be brought to the classroom and signed in on the sign-in sheet hanging outside the classroom door.  

The staff will accompany the children to the departure area at the end of the session.

Notify the teacher or office if anyone other than you or the usual drivers will pick up your child.  Identification will be required for anyone unfamiliar to staff.
Please be prompt in arrival as well as pick-up times. 

LATE PICK-UP FEE
It is important that you pick your child up by 11:35 / 3:05.  There will be a $1.00 charge added to your account for every minute thereafter.   

DRESS
Your child should be dressed in comfortable clothes for school.  They will play, paint, and sometimes use messy art materials.  Clothing that will also encourage your child to be independent in using the bathroom is suggested.  
Shoes (closed front and back) and socks must be worn.  This is important so that the children may run and climb safely on the playground, as well as when playing in the gym.       

Dress appropriately for the weather, as we will go out most days when the temperature is above 32 degrees.  
Label all outdoor clothing (coats, mittens, scarves, hats).
SNACKS
Parents are asked to participate in providing nutritious snacks on a rotating basis.  The teachers assign the snack days, which are found on the calendars sent home each month.  For birthdays a special snack may be provided.  The teachers will inform the parents of possible food allergies of the other children.  CMCCC is a peanut free center.  All snacks brought in should be store bought.  Water, cups and napkins are provided.  

PARENT INVOLVEMENT
Parents can get involved in a few ways:

*Help in the classroom, either for part of all of a session.  You may sign up on the calendar outside your child’s classroom.

*Sign up to help with a party (strongly encouraged).  If you can’t be there, you can send in some party items.  Your child’s teacher will have a sign-up sheet.

*Sign up on your child’s teacher’s Time and Talent Checklist to help with special things.

*Help with the periodic Book Orders.

*Help with the Scholastic Book Fair.  

*Attend Mommy & Me Tea and Dad’s Night to spend time with your child.

*Attend a Family Night at the Center.

*Drive and chaperone on a fieldtrip.

*Support the Innisbrook fall fundraiser.

FIELD TRIPS
Fieldtrips are planned to coordinate with the curriculum.  There may be an admission fee which the parents will be asked to pay, and will be collected prior to the fieldtrip. Signed permission is required for a child to attend a fieldtrip. The permission signature is on the Enrollment Form.  Volunteer drivers are needed.  All recommended safety requirements will be followed, including that each child be in an approved safety seat.  Drivers must have a valid driver’s license.  No smoking will be allowed around other children.  

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
The Preschool offers a few additional programs which are planned to both enhance a children’s development, as well as offer parents extra time.  See the special registration sheet for Special Preschool Programs.

There is also Before School Care offered each day, and Lunch Bunch offered a few days.

CHRIST MEMORIAL CHILD CARE CENTER
The following options are available at CMCCC:

2 YEAR OLD PRESCHOOL – Available Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from 

9:00 -11:30 or 9:00-1:00.  Children bring their own lunches.

PRESCHOOL-

3 Year Old Preschool-Tuesday/Thursday 9:00 am - 11:30 am

4 Year Old Preschool- Mon, Wed & Fri 9:00am-11:30 am or 12:30-3:00pm

SCHOOL DAY PRESCHOOL-

Ages 3-5

2, 3 or 5 Half Days- 8:30am-1:00pm

2, 3 or 5 Full Day- 8:30am-3:00pm


DAY CARE - Open weekdays from 6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.  


Daily and weekly rates are available for children from eight weeks to five years old.  
Children in Day Care may also attend Preschool.  


If interested in Day Care, please contact the Office to check for available space.

CMCC is inspected annually by the state in the areas of health, child safety, sanitation, and fire safety.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

CHRIST MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
You are welcome to visit the church!  A supervised Nursery is available during the 9:20am & 10:45am services.    

Traditional Worship:  
Saturday, 5:00 pm; Sunday, 8:00 & 9:20.

Contemporary Worship:
Sunday, 10:45 

Sunday School:

Sunday, 9:15 – 10:20   (2 year olds – 6th grade)

Youth Bible Class:

Sunday, 9:15 – 10:20   (7th - 12th grades)

Adult Bible Class:

Sunday, 9:25 & 10:45

CHRIST MEMORIAL PRESCHOOL

PARENT HANDBOOK
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Wilma Griffith, Child Care Center Director
5250 S. LINDBERGH

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI  63126 

(314) – 631-0992
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