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Response Deadline: April 1, 2016
February 15, 2016
MEMORANDUM

TO:
Basic Skills Directors

Community-Based Organization Directors
FROM:
Gilda Rubio-Festa, Associate Vice-President

Career and College Readiness Unit
RE:
2016-2017 WIOA-AEFLA Local Plan
On July 22, 2014, the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act-Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (WIOA-AEFLA) was signed into law.  See attachment for more information about this Act.  The North Carolina Community College System Office is the designated state agency responsible for the allocation of federal and state funds under this Act. The College and Career Readiness Unit, under the NCCCS Programs and Student Services Division, provides leadership, oversight, professional development, technical assistance, and monitors and evaluates programs funded through WIOA-AEFLA grants.  This memo provides the instructions for applying for these grant funds for the 2016-2017 grant period.
Attached in this memo, you will find the following information:

· WIOA-AEFLA Overview

· WIOA-AEFLA Local Plan – Submission Instructions

· Staff Assignments for Technical Assistance 
· Template – Planning Timeline

· Signature Page

Attached in this email, you will find the following documents:

· Template - WIOA-AEFLA Local Plan 

· Template – Integrated English Language and Civics Education – Request for Proposals

If you have general questions, email them to adultliteracy@nccommunitycolleges.edu.  If you have specific questions, call the staff person assigned to you.
cc:  Presidents
      Dr. Chapman  
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA)

Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (AEFLA)
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act- Adult Education and Family Literacy Act, signed into law July 2014, aligns workforce programs and accountability measures to better support local workforce needs.  States are required to submit a Unified or Combined State Plan outlining how they will incorporate workforce development partners including workforce investment programs, adult education, and vocational rehabilitation.  The state plan must include AEFLA specific elements including the intent to align adult education content standards with state-adopted content standards and how agencies will assess the quality of adult education.  The North Carolina WIOA Unified State Plan draft is open for public comment until February 16, 2016. 
WIOA-AEFLA Overview 

The WIOA-AEFLA provides adult education and literacy services to help adults obtain employment and economic self-sufficiency, and support the educational development of their children.  It also prepares adults to earn a high school diploma or equivalency and to prepare them for transition to post-secondary education through career pathways.  AEFLA continues to serve English language learners improve their English language skills in reading, writing, listening, speaking and expands the scope of services to include mathematics and civic related-purposes.  

WIOA-AEFLA Local Plan Fiscal Year 2016-2017 

WIOA-AEFLA, Section 231, of the AEFLA or Title II requires states to award multiyear grants or contracts to eligible providers on a competitive bases by July 1, 2017.  The purpose of these awards are to develop, implement, and improve adult education and literacy activities.  The U.S. Department of Education has allowed states to award grants for the 2015-2016 fiscal year to existing providers as defined by those programs that received AEFLA under the Workforce Investment Act of 1998.    

The 2016-2017 WIOA-AEFLA local plan application is designed to assist programs in understanding the new and required program elements, and to self-assess its program’s readiness for the competitive award processes as required by the WIOA for the 2017-2018 fiscal year.  The application is divided into sections and make reference to the 13 considerations required for all programs.  Points are assigned to each section, so you can self-assess how effective your current program design implements the required 13 considerations.  The new local plan and application will also assist the College and Career Readiness (CCR) unit identify and develop technical assistance to better meet the needs of our providers.  All applications will be reviewed by the CCR team to assess and create a professional development plan that addresses program challenges for WIOA full implementation.  Program responses will also be used to create a profile of innovative and promising practices that can be disseminated and replicated in the field. 

WIOA-AEFLA Local Plan Application Workshops

A series of WIOA-AEFLA application workshops are scheduled to provide assistance in completing this application and to answer additional questions.  Please remember to register. These workshops are designed to get you started on completing the application.  We recommend you download the application and bring your laptop.  We will also have hardcopies available.  In addition, your assigned staff member will be available to answer any program specific questions by phone or email.  

The College and Career Readiness Unit, NCCCS 

Submission Instructions
For the 2016-2017 fiscal year, the community colleges and community based organizations funded in 2015-16 are invited to apply for WIOA-AEFLA Title II grant funds.  To be eligible for funding for 2016-17, community colleges and community based organizations must: 

1. Complete all applicable sections of the template for WIOA-AEFLA Plan.  If you are applying for Integrated English Language and Civics Education, then complete the grant template
2. The template is designed as a fillable form so please do not change the format of the template.  
3. Save the completed plan as a WORD document to a file using the following naming convention---  
providername_EDFLA_2016     For example:   AlamanceCC__AEFLA_2016

4. DO NOT save WIOA-AEFLA plan as a pdf.  Any attachments can be submitted in its original format. 

5. Submit all documents electronically to the System Office no later than April 1, 2016 by 11:00 p.m.  

The e-mail address is adultliteracy@nccommunitycolleges.edu.  

Workforce Investment Act

 Title II – Adult Education and Family Literacy  

Basic Skills Plan – 2016-2017 WIOA-AEFLA Grant Assistance  

Staff Assignments – Plan Review
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	Staff Contact Information

	
	

	Gilda Rubio-Festa
	Rubio-festag@nccommunitycolleges.edu

	 
	919-807-7132

	Cassandra Atkinson
	atkinsonc@nccommunitycolleges.edu

	
	919-807-7144

	 
	 

	Karen Brown
	kbrown@nccommunitycolleges.edu

	 
	919-807-7140

	
	 

	Amy Cooke
	cookea@nccommunitycolleges.edu

	 
	919-807-7136

	
	 

	Nancye Gaj
	gajn@nccommunitycolleges.edu

	 
	919-807-7122

	 
	 

	Jannai Johnson
	johnsonj@nccommunitycolleges.edu

	
	919-807-7185

	 
	 

	Diane Steinbeiser
	steinbeiserd@nccommunitycolleges.edu

	
	919-807-7214

	
	 

	Trudie Hughes
	hughest@nccommunitycolleges.edu

	
	919-807-7208

	 
	 


Template – Planning Timeline

Below is a planning template with suggested action item.  It is formatted to insert additional action items for each week. Insert other action items that are applicable to your college.  
	Week
	Action Items
	Assigned To
	Date Completed

	February 15
	· Review template

· Make contact with assigned NCCCS staff
	
	

	1
	· Meet with applicable staff to make preliminary assignments.
· Schedule a date (week 4) with Workforce Development Board and NCWorks Career Center staff.

· 
	
	

	2
	· 
	
	

	3
	· 
	
	

	4
	· Meet with staff from Workforce Development Board and NCWorks Career Center staff.

· 
	
	

	5
	· 
	
	

	6
	· Complete final draft.

· Meet with applicable internal staff for their review and signature
	
	

	7
	· Review final draft for edits and prepare document for submission on April 1, 2016.
	
	

	April 1
	· Submit WIOA-AEFLA Plan.

· Submit Integrated English Literacy and Civics Education – Request for Proposals. (If applicable)
	
	


WIOA – AEFLA Local Plan

Integrated English Language and Civics Education – Request for Proposals
Signature Page (revised 2/16/16)

Official Name of Applicant:

	


	Working Title for the 

Adult Education Program:
	

	Basic Skills Block Grant

2015-2016 Budget Allocation:
	$ 

	If Applicable

Integrated English Language-Civics Education

2016-2017 Budget Request
	$ 


General Assurance

By signing this page, the applicant agrees to the following terms if awarded WIOA-AEFLA grant funds:

· Use the funding to establish or operate programs that provide adult education and literacy activities in accordance to the WIOA-AEFLA.
· Attend a required WIOA-AEFLA sub-grantee meeting hosted by the NCCCS – College and Career Readiness Unit.
· Collect and report data to meets the National Reporting System (NRS) guidelines.
	Required Signatures
	Type Name
	Signature
	Date

	Community College President or

CBO Executive Director:
	
	
	

	Chief Financial Officer:
	
	
	

	Program Administrator/Contact Person:

WIOA-AEFLA Local Plan
	
	
	

	Program Administrator’s Supervisor:
	
	
	

	If Applicable

Program Administrator:

Integrated English Language-Civics Education
	
	
	


Mailing Address: 5016 Mail Service Center | Raleigh, NC | 27699-5016
Street Address: 200 West Jones | Raleigh, NC 27603 | Phone:  919-807-7100 | Fax:  919-807-7172
www.nccommunitycolleges.edu

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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