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Literary Devices 
Literary Devices refers to the typical structures used by writers in their works to convey his or her message(s) in a simple manner to his or her readers.  When employed properly, the different literary devices help readers to appreciate, interpret and analyze a literary work.
Function of Literary Devices
In general, the literary devices are a collection of universal artistic structures that are so typical of all works of literature frequently employed by the writers to give meanings and a logical framework to their works through language.  When such works are read by readers, they ultimately recognize and appreciate them. Because of their universality, they also allow the readers to compare a work of one writer to that of the other to determine its worth. They not only beautify the piece of literature but also give deeper meanings to it, testing the very understanding of the readers along with providing them enjoyment of reading. Besides, they help motivating readers’ imagination to visualize the characters and scenes more clearly.
Two Kinds of Literary Devices
Literary Elements have an inherent existence in literary piece and are extensively employed by writers to develop a literary piece e.g. plot, setting, narrative structure, characters, mood, theme, moral etc. Writers simply cannot create his desired work without including Literary Elements in a thoroughly professional manner.
Literary Techniques, on the contrary, are structures usually a word s or phrases in literary texts that writers employ to achieve not merely artistic ends but also readers a greater understanding and appreciation of their literary works. Examples are:  metaphor, simile, alliteration, hyperbole, allegory etc. In contrast to Literary Elements, Literary Techniques are not unavoidable aspect of literary works.
Common Literary Elements
1. Plot: It is the logical sequence of events that develops a story.
2. Setting: It refers to the time and place in which a story takes place.
3. Protagonist: It is the  main character of story, novel or a play e.g. Hamlet in the play Hamlet
4. Antagonist: It is the character in conflict with the Protagonist e.g. Claudius in the play Hamlet
5. Narrator: A person who tells the story.
6. Narrative method: The manner in which a narrative is presented comprising plot and setting.
7. Dialogue: Where characters of a narrative speak to one another.
8. Conflict. It is an issue in a narrative around which the whole story revolves.
9. Mood: A general atmosphere of a narrative.
10. Theme: It is central idea or concept of a story.
Common Literary Techniques
1. Imagery: It is the use of figurative language to create visual representations of actions, objects and ideas in our mind in such a way that they appeal to our physical senses. For example:
•The room was dark and gloomy. -The words “dark” and “gloomy” are visual images.
•The river was roaring in the mountains. – The word “roaring” appeals to our sense of hearing.
2. Simile and Metaphor: Both compare two distinct objects and draws similarity between them. The difference is that Simile uses “as” or “like” and Metaphor does not. For example:
•“My love is like a red red rose” (Simile)
•He is an old fox very cunning. (Metaphor)
3. Hyperbole: It is deliberate exaggeration of actions and ideas for the sake of emphasis. For example:
•Your bag weighs a ton!
•I have got a million issues to look after!
4. Personification: It gives a thing, an idea or an animal, human-like quality. For example:
•The flowers are dancing beside the lake.
•Have you seen my new car? She is a real beauty!
5. Alliteration: It refers to the same consonant sounds in words coming together. For example:
•Better butter always makes the batter better.
•She sells seashells at seashore.
6. Allegory: It is a literary technique in which an abstract idea is given a form of characters, actions or events. For example:
•“Animal Farm”, written by George Orwell, is an example allegory using the actions of animals on a farm to represent the overthrow of the last of the Russian Tsar Nicholas II and the Communist Revolution of Russia before WW II.  In addition, the actions of the animals on the farm are used to expose the greed and corruption of the Revolution.
7. Irony: It is use of the words in such a way in which the intended meaning is completely opposite to their literal meaning. For example:
•The bread is soft as a stone.
•So nice of you to break my new PSP!	

List of Literary Devices
Ad Hominem Ad hominem is taken from the Latin, which means “against the man”. As the name shows, it is a literary term that involves commenting on or against the opponent to undermine him instead of his arguments. There are cases where consciously or unconsciously people start to question the opponent or his personal association rather than evaluating the soundness and validity of his the argument that he presents. These types of arguments are usually mistaken for personal insults but they are somehow different in nature and the distinction is very subtle.
 Arguers who are not familiar with the principles of making logical arguments commonly end up saying something that would draw the audience’s attention to the distasteful characteristics of the individual. Such people use this fallacy as a tool to deceive the thoughts of their audience. Giving such a blatant personal comment against somebody makes it hard for people to not actually believe it to be true. Typically, even the arguer himself believes that such personal traits or circumstances are enough to dispose of an individual’s opinion or argument. However, if looked at rationally such arguments even if turn out to be true never provide a valid reason to disregard someone’s criticism.
Allegory- Allegory is a figure of speech in which abstract ideas and principles are described in terms of characters, figures and events. It can be employed in prose and poetry to tell a story with a purpose of teaching an idea and a principle or explaining an idea or a principle. Actually, the objective of its use is to preach some kind of a moral lesson. Allegory makes their stories and characters multidimensional, so that they stand for something larger in meaning than what they literally stand for. Allegory allows writers to put forward their moral and political point of views. A careful study of an allegorical piece of writing can give us an insight into writer’s mind as how he views the world and how he wishes the world to be.
Difference between Allegory and Symbolism
Although an allegory uses symbols, it is different from a symbolism. An allegory is a complete narrative, which involves characters, and events that stand for an abstract idea or an event. A symbol, on the other hand, is an object that stands for another object giving it a particular meaning. Unlike an allegory, a symbol is not a story.
 Examples of Allegory in Literature
1. “Animal Farm”, written by George Orwell, is an allegory that uses animals on a farm to describe the overthrow of the last of the Russian Tsar Nicholas II and the Communist Revolution of Russia before WW II. Allegory in the novel allows Orwell to make his position clear about the Russian Revolution and expose its evils.
2. “Faerie Queen” a masterpiece of Edmund Spenser is a moral and religious allegory. The good characters of book stand for the various virtues, while the bad characters represent vices.
Alliteration- Alliteration is derived from a Latin “Latira” means “letters of alphabet”. It is a stylistic device in which a number of words occur close together in a series, having the same first consonant sound.
Allusion- Allusion is a brief and indirect reference to a person, place, thing or idea of historical, cultural, literary or political significance. It does not describe in detail the person or thing to which it refers. It is just a passing comment and the writer expects the reader to possess enough knowledge to spot the allusion and grasp its importance in a text.
Function of Allusion
By and large, the use of allusions enables writers or poets to simplify complex ideas and emotions. The readers comprehend the complex ideas by comparing the emotions of the writer or poet to the references given by them. Furthermore, the references to Greek Mythology give and dreamlike and magical touch the works of art. Similarly, biblical allusions appeal to the readers with religious backgrounds.
 Examples of Allusion in Literature
Marlowe’s “Doctor Faustus” is replete with instances of allusions. Read the example from Act III below:
“Learnèd Faustus, to find the secrets of astronomy
 Graven in the book of Jove’s high firmament,
 Did mount him up to scale Olympus’ top,
 Where, sitting in a chariot burning bright,
 Drawn by the strength of yokèd dragons’ necks,
 He views the clouds, the planets, and the stars.” 
Jove’s high firmament refers to the outer stretches of the universe. “Olympus’ top” is an allusion to Greek Mythology where mount Olympus is home of gods. Similarly, “a chariot burning bright” refers to a Greek Myth of “god Apollo” who is said to drive the sun in his chariot.
Examples of Allusion in Everyday Speech
•“Don’t act like a Romeo in front of her.” – “Romeo” is a reference to Shakespeare’s Romeo, a passionate lover of Juliet in “Romeo and Juliet”.
•The rise in poverty will unlock the Pandora box of crimes. –“Pandora box” an allusion to Greek Mythology.
•“This place is like a Garden of Eden.” – It is a biblical allusion.
Ambiguity- Ambiguity or fallacy of ambiguity is a word, phrase, or statement which contains more than one meaning. Ambiguous words or statements lead to vagueness and confusion and shape the basis for instances of unintentional humor. For instance, it is ambiguous to say “I rode a black horse in red pajamas,” because it may lead us to think the horse was wearing red pajamas. The sentence becomes clear when it is restructured “Wearing red pajamas, I rode a horse.” Although ambiguity is considered a flaw in writing, many writers use this technique to allow readers to understand their works in a variety of ways giving them depth and complexity. Function of Ambiguity
Ambiguity in literature serves the purpose of lending a deeper meaning to literary work. By introducing ambiguity in their works, the writers give liberty to the readers to use their imagination to explore meanings. This active participation on behalf of the readers makes them involved in the prose or poetry they read.
Examples of Ambiguity
Read the following excerpt from “The Catcher in the Rye” by J. D. Salinger:
“I ran all the way to the main gate, and then I waited a second till I got my breath. I have no wind, if you want to know the truth. I’m quite a heavy smoker, for one thing—that is, I used to be. They made me cut it out. Another thing, I grew six and a half inches last year. That’s also how I practically got t.b. and came out here for all these goddam checkups and stuff. I’m pretty healthy though.”
The words “they” and “here” used by a character “Holden Caulfield” are ambiguous. But the readers are allowed to presume from the context that “they” might be the professionals helping out Holden and “here” might be a rehabilitation center.
Anachronism- Anachronism is derived from a Greek word anachronous which means “against time”. Therefore, anachronism is an error of chronology or timeline in a literary piece.

In other words, anything that is out of time and out of place is anachronism. Anachronisms appear in literature, paintings etc. and it is fascinating to explore them but generally they are considered errors that occur due to lack of research. For example, if a painter paints a portrait of Aristotle and shows him wearing a wrist watch, it will be an example of anachronism, as we all are aware that wristwatches were not invented during Aristotle’s time. Similarly, the presence of a wall clock in a stage setting that depicts the interior of a roman castle is anachronism.
Anadiplosis- The term anadiplosis is a Greek word which means “to reduplicate”. It refers to the repetition of a word or words in successive clauses in such a way that the second clause starts with the same word which marks the end of the previous clause. Anadiplosis exhibits a typical pattern of repeating a word. For example, in a sentence “When I give, I give myself”, the repetition of the word “give” is termed anadiplosis, as it occurs at the end of the first clause and marks the beginning of the following clause It is important to note that anadiplosis is part of another figure of speech chiasmus but every anadiplosis does not necessarily reverses its structure like it is done in chiasmus. For instance, “Forget what you want to remember, and remember what you want to forget,” is an example of chiasmus as it involves reversal of structure in the second clause. The use of anadiplosis is also evident as the word “remember” marks the end and start of the subsequent clause. Anadiplosis, however, does not always employ reversal of structure as in a sentence “The land of my fathers and my fathers can have it.” It is a sample of anadiplosis involving a typical repetition of the word “my father” but, unlike chiasmus, the structure of the final clause is not reversed.
Anagram- Anagram is a form of word play in which letters of a word or phrase a rearranged in such a way that a new word or phrase is formed. Anagram is formed by using exactly same letters of an original word but with different arrangement.
Common Examples of Anagram
•Mother-in-law = Hitler woman
•Debit card = Bad cards
•Dormitory = Dirty Room
•The earthquakes = The queer shakes
•Astronomer = Moon starrer
•Punishments = Nine Thumps
•School master = The classroom
In literature the use of anagrams is most commonly connected to pseudonyms where the writers jumble the letters of their original names to create interesting pseudonyms for themselves. Below are some famous examples:
•Jim Morrison = Mr. Mojo Risin
•Edward Gorey = Ogdred Weary
•Dave Barrey = Ray Adverb
•Glen Duncen = Declan Gunn
•Damon Albarn = Dan Abnormal
2. We see anagrams being employed by several writers in titles of their works and in naming their character rendering them a touch of wit and mystery. Look at the examples below:
•“Hamlet” by William Shakespeare is an anagram of “Amleth”,  a Danish prince.
•Vladamir  Nabakov in his novel “Lolita” presents a character “Vivian Darkbloom” which is an anagram of his name.
Analogy- An analogy is a comparison in which an idea or a thing is compared to another thing that is quite different from it. It aims at explaining that idea or thing by comparing it to something that is familiar. Metaphors and similes are tools used to draw an analogy. Therefore, analogy is more extensive and elaborate than either a simile or a metaphor.
Function of Analogy in Literature
Writers use analogies to link an unfamiliar or a new idea with common and familiar objects. It is easier for readers to comprehend a new idea, which may have been difficult for them to understand otherwise.  Their comprehension of a new idea picks up the pace when they observe its similarity to something that is familiar to them. In addition, by employing this literary tool, writers’ catches the attention of their readers. They feel interested too, as analogies help them identify what they read to their life.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow uses analogy in the below lines taken from his poem “The Day Is Done”
“Read from some humbler poet,
 Whose songs gushed from his heart,
 As showers from the clouds of summer,
 Or tears from the eyelids start.”
He relates his poems to the summer showers and tears from the eyes. He develops the similarity to show spontaneity of art when it directly comes out from the heart of an artist.
These lines are taken from Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet”, Act II, Scene II. Juliet says that her Romeo is a rose. 
“What’s in a name? That which we call a rose
 By any other word would smell as sweet.
 So Romeo would, were he not Romeo called,”
It will not matter if he changes his name because a rose will always smell sweet by whichever name it is called.
Anaphora- In writing or speech, the deliberate repetition of the first part of the sentence in order to achieve an artistic effect is known as Anaphora. Anaphora, possibly the oldest literary device, has its roots in Biblical Palms used to emphasize certain words or phrases. Gradually, Elizabethan and Romantic writers brought this device into practice. Examine the following psalm:
“O LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure.
 Have mercy upon me, O LORD; for I am weak: O LORD, heal me; for my bones are vexed.
 My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O LORD, how long?”
The repetition of the phrase “O Lord,” attempts to create a spiritual sentiment. This is anaphora.
Antagonist- In literature, an antagonist is a character or a group of characters which stand in opposition to the protagonist or the main character. The term antagonist comes from Greek word “antagonists” that means opponent, competitor or rival. It is common to refer to an antagonist as a villain (the bad guy) against whom a hero (the good guy) fights in order to relieve himself or others.  In some cases, an antagonist may exist within the Protagonist that causes an inner conflict or a moral conflict inside his mind.
Assonance- Assonance takes place when two or more words close to one another repeat the same vowel sound but start with different consonant sounds. Assonance is primarily used in poetry in order to add rhythm and music, by adding an internal rhyme to a poem. Let us look at some examples of assonance from literature. “Men sell the wedding bells.”
The same vowel sound of the short vowel “-e-” repeats itself in almost all the words excluding the definite article. The words do share the same vowel sounds but start with different consonant sounds unlike alliteration that involves repetition of the same consonant sounds. 
Examples of Assonance in Literature
1. Try to notice the use of assonance in Robert Frosts poem “Fire and Ice”:
“He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake.
The only other sound’s the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake.
The woods are lovely, dark and deep.
But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.”
The underlined bold letters in the above extract are vowels that are repeated to create assonance.
2.  Assonance sets the mood of a passage in Carl Sandburg’s Early Moon:
“Poetry is old, ancient, goes back far. It is among the oldest of living things. So old it is that no man knows how and why the first poems came.”
Notice how the long vowel “o” in the above extract helps emphasize the idea of something being old and mysterious.
3.  “And stepping softly with her air of blooded ruin about the glade in a frail agony of grace she trailed her rags through dust and ashes, circling the dead fire, the charred billets and chalk bones, the little calcined ribcage.”
The repetition of the long vowel in the above passage lays emphasis on the frightening atmosphere that the writer wants to depict.

Caricature- Caricature is device used in descriptive writing and visual arts where particular aspects of a subject are exaggerated to create a silly or comic effect. In other words, it can be defined as a plastic illustration, derisive drawing or a portrayal based on exaggeration of the natural features, which gives a humorous touch to the subject.
Colloquialism- In literature, colloquialism is the use of informal words, phrases or even slangs in a piece of writing. Colloquial expressions tend to sneak in as the writers, being part of a society, is influenced by the way people speak in that society. Naturally, they are bound to add colloquial expression in their vocabulary. However, writers use such expressions intentionally too as it gives their woks a sense of realism. For instance, in a piece fiction depicting an American society a greeting “what’s up?” between friends will seem more real and appropriate than the formal “How are you?” and “How do you do?”
Connotation- Connotation refers to a meaning that is implied by a word apart from the thing which it describes explicitly.
 Words carry cultural and emotional associations or meanings in addition to their literal meanings or denotations. In literature, it is a common practice among the writers to deviate from the literal meanings of words in order to create novel ideas. Figures of speech frequently employed by writers are examples of such deviations.
1. Metaphors are words that connote meanings that go beyond their literal meanings. Shakespeare in his Sonnet 18 says: “Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day” Here the phrase “a Summer’s Day” implies the fairness of his beloved.
2.  Similarly, John Donne says in his poem “The Sun Rising”: “She is all states, and all princes, I.” This line suggests the speaker’s belief that he and his beloved are wealthier than all the states, kingdoms, and rulers in the whole world because of their love
Consonance- Consonance refers to repetitive sounds produced by consonants within a sentence or phrase. This repetition often takes place in a quick succession such as in pitter, patter but it is not necessary. It is classified as a literary term used in both poetry as well as prose. For instance, the words chuckle, fickle, and kick are consonant with one and other due to the existence of common interior consonant sounds.
Denotation- Denotation is generally defined as literal or dictionary meanings of a word in contrast to its connotative or associated meanings. In literary works, we find it a common practice with writers to deviate from the dictionary meanings of words to create fresher ideas and images. Such deviations from the literal meanings are called the use of figurative language or literary devices e.g. metaphors, similes, personifications, hyperboles, understatements, paradoxes, and puns etc. Even in our daily conversation, we diverge from the dictionary meanings of words and prefer connotative or associated meanings of words in order to accurately convey our message 
3. An example of denotation literary term can be found in the poetic work of Robert Frost’s “Mending Wall”:
“And on a day we meet to walk the line
 And set the wall between us once again.
 We keep the wall between us as we go.
 To each the boulders that have fallen to each.”
In the above lines, the word “wall” is used to suggest a physical boundary which is its denotative meaning but it also implies the idea of “emotional barrier”.
Doppelganger- Doppelganger, German word meaning “look-alike” or “double walker”, originally meant a ghost or shadow of a person but now-a-days it simply refers to a person that is a look-alike of another person. In traditional folklore, doppelganger is a malicious and evil character having no shadow or reflection. It troubles and harms its counterpart by putting bad thoughts and ideas in his or her head. In some traditions, seeing one’s doppelganger is bad luck and is often a sigh of serious illness or approaching death.
 1. The ghost of Hamlet’s father in Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” is an example of Doppelganger. The idea of getting revenge is put in Hamlet’s mind by the apparition of his father who tells him that he was murdered. Here, the use of a doppelganger helps Shakespeare to set up the plot of his play that revolves around the theme of revenge. 
2. “William Wilson” a short story by Edgar Allan Poe follows the theme of doppelganger. William, the protagonist, meets another boy in school who had the same name and looked surprisingly like him. He dressed and even walked like him. The only difference between them was that the doppelganger of William could only talk in a whisper. The doppelganger haunts William all his life. Worn out by interference of his double in his affairs, William stabs him only to find in the mirror that he has stabbed himself: “In me didst thou exist—and, in my death, see by this image, which is thine own, how utterly thou hast murdered thyself.” He hears the voice of his rival as if it was his.
Onomatopoeia- Onomatopoeia is defined as a word, which imitates the natural sounds of a thing, which it describes. It creates a sound effect that makes the thing described, making the idea more expressive and interesting. For instance, saying, “The gushing stream flows in the forest” is describing more than saying, “The stream flows in the forest.” The reader seems to hear the sound of a “gushing stream” which makes the expression more effective. In addition to the sound they represent, many onomatopoeic words have developed meanings of their own. For example, “whisper” not only represents the sound of people talking slowly, but also describes the action of people talking slowly.
Stanza- In poetry, a stanza is a division of four or more lines having a fixed length, meter or rhyming scheme. Stanzas in poetry are similar to paragraphs in prose. Both stanzas and paragraphs include connected thoughts and are set off by a space. The number of lines varies in different kinds of stanzas but it is uncommon for a stanza to have more than twelve lines. The pattern of a stanza is determined by the number of feet in each line and by its metrical or rhyming scheme.
Function of Stanza
Stanza divides the poem in such a way that does not harm its balance rather it adds to the beauty to the symmetry of a poem. Moreover, it allows poets to shift their moods and present different subject matters in their poems.
Types of Stanzas in English Poetry
Couplet- consists of two rhyming lines having the same meter.
1. Alexander Pope wrote his “Essay on Criticism” in rhyming couplets:
“True wit is nature to advantage dress’d;
 What oft was thought, but ne’er so well express’d.”
2. Read the rhyming couplet at the end of “Sonnet II” by Edna St. Vincent Millay:
“Whether or not we find what we are seeking
 is idle, biologically speaking.”
3. A rhyming pair of lines in iambic pentameter is known as heroic couplet. Initiated by Chaucer, heroic couplet is commonly used in epics and narrative poetry. We find example of this in Edgar Allan Poe’s sonnet “To Science”: 
“Do not all charms fly
 At the mere touch of cold philosophy?
 There was an awful rainbow once in heaven:
 We know her woof, her texture; she is given”
Tercet comprises three lines following a same rhyming scheme a a a or have a rhyming pattern a b a. Sir Thomas Wyatt introduce tercet in 16th century.
1. Read the following tercets from Wyatt’s poem “Second Satire” with a rhyming scheme a b a :
“My mother’s maids, when they did sew and spin,
 They sang sometimes a song of the field mouse,
 That for because their livelihood was but so thin.
Quatrain is a form of stanza popularized by a Persian poet, Omar Khayyam, who called it a Rubai. It has common rhyming schemes a a a a. a a b b, a b a b.
Thomas Gray employed Quatrain in his poem “”Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard”:
The lowing herd wind slowly o’er the lea,
 The plowman homeward plods his weary way,
 And leaves the world to darkness and to me.”
Quintain also referred to as cinquain is stanza of five lines which may be rhymed or unrhymed and has a typical stress pattern. Its invention is attributed to Crapsey.
Below is an example of cinquain taken from Crapsey’s “November Night”:
“Listen…
With faint dry sound,
 Like steps of passing ghosts,
 The leaves, frost-crisp’d, break from the trees
 And fall.”
Sestet is a kind of stanza that consists of six lines. It is the second division of Italian or sonnets of Petrarch following an octave or the first division comprising eight lines. In a sonnet, a sestet marks a change of emotional state of a poet as they tend to be more subjective in the second part of the sonnet. Read the following lines from Mathew Arnold’s “The Better Part”:
So answerest thou; but why not rather say:
“Hath man no second life? – Pitch this one high!
 Sits there no judge in Heaven, our sin to see? -
 More strictly, then, the inward judge obey!
 Was Christ a man like us? Ah! Let us try
 If we then, too, can be such men as he!”
The poet answers the rude inquirer passionately as soon as the sestet commences
Definition of Plot
Plot is a literary term used to describe the events that make up a story or the main part of a story. These events relate to each other in a pattern or a sequence. The structure of a novel depends on the organization of events in the plot of the story. The plot is known as the foundation of a novel or story which the character and setting is built around. It is meant to organize information and events in a logical manner. 


There are five main elements in a plot.
The first is the exposition or the introduction. This is known as the beginning of the story where characters and setting are established. The conflict and main problem is introduced as well.        2) The second element of a plot is known as the rising action which occurs when a series of events build up to the conflict. The main characters are established by this time the rising action of a plot occurs and at the same time events begin to get complicated. It is during this part of a story that excitement, tension or crisis is encountered. 3) The third element of a plot is known as the climax or the main point of the plot. This is the turning point of the story and is meant to be the moment of highest interest and emotion. The reader wonders what is going to happen next   4) The fourth element of a plot is known as falling action or the winding up of the story. Events and complications begin to resolve and the result of actions of the main characters are put forward. 5) The last element of a plot is the resolution or the conclusion. It is the end of a story and ends with either a happy or a sad ending.
Exposition is a literary device used to introduce the background information about events, settings, characters etc. to the audience or readers. The word comes from Latin language and its literal meaning is “a showing forth.” Exposition is crucial to any story, for without it nothing makes sense. There are many ways to convey exposition and they involve: monologues, dialogues, in-universe media (newspaper, letters, reports, journal etc.), a protagonists thoughts or a narrator explaining the past events. It is one of the four rhetorical modes of communication, the other three being narration, description and argumentation.
Exposition in Literature
An exposition is typically entered at the beginning of a novel or a movie because the author wants the readers to be fully aware of the characters in the story. The famous story for children titled “The Three Little Bears” applies this technique of exposition.
Once upon a time, there were three bears. There was a Daddy Bear, who was very big, a Mama Bear, who was middle-sized, and a Baby Bear, who was very small. They all lived together in a little cottage in the middle of the woods. Their favorite breakfast was porridge. One morning, after they made their porridge, Daddy Bear said, ‘Let’s go for walk in the woods until it cools.’ Mama Bear and Baby Bear liked the idea, so off they went. While they were away, a little girl named Goldilocks came walking through the forest and smelled the porridge
Only with the help of a single passage the author of the story has given us an overview of the bear family, their residence and information on how the story sets in motion.
All of Shakespeare’s writings contain excellent examples of exposition. Act I: the opening scene of Othello shows a fierce argument between Roderigo and Iago, which helps build the interest of the readers. The readers/audiences realize that Iago persistently tries to convince Roderigo to be his accomplice in destroying Othello. The exposition in this scene plays the following roles:
•Explicates Iago’s treacherous, spiteful and scheming nature as a character.
•The main conflict of the play is revealed here, which revolves around Iago’s concealed bitterness towards his boss Othello, who in Iago’s opinion disregards him for promotion.
•Ascertains two basic themes of the play: Racism and that appearance is not always the same as reality.
End of Act 1: this part of the play tells the audience a few facts about Othello that include:
•Is a very respectable man
•He had run off with Desdemona, Brabantio’s daughter
•He is a great General who is sought by Venice to defend it in the war against the Turks.
As it is evident from the examples given above, exposition always gives us an insight into the characters personalities and adds a flavor to the tragedy and drama we see towards the end of the play.
Function of exposition
The fiction books, articles and magazines that people read in their everyday life essentially rely on exposition to connect the readers to the main story by giving them the background information. In most cases, a narrative or script loses its essence if not accompanied by an exposition. Not only is it important for bringing clarity to a script but also it is vital to enhance its literary value. The true essence of a book usually lies in how the reader is introduced to the characters in it and if done correctly the reader automatically starts relating to them.
Functions of a Plot
A plot is one of the most important parts of a story and has many different purposes. Firstly, the plot focuses attention on the important characters and their roles in the story. It motivates the characters to affect the story and connects the events in an orderly manner. It creates a desire for the reader to go on reading by absorbing them in the middle of the story, wanting to know what happens next. The plot leads to the climax, but by gradually release the story in order to maintain the reader’s interest. During the plot of a book, a reader gets emotional and connects with the book, not allowing himself to put the book down. Eventually, the plot reveals the entire story and gives the reader a sense of completion that he has finished the story and reached a conclusion. The plot is what forms a memory in the readers’ mind, allowing them to think about the book and even making them want to read it again. By identifying and understanding the plot, the reader is able to understand the message being conveyed by the author and the explicit or implicit moral of the story.
Argument in Literature
In literature, an argument is the main statement of a poem, an essay, a short story, or a novel that usually appears as an introduction or a point on which the writer will develop his work in order to convince his readers. In our everyday life, we use different arguments in our discussions to convince others on accepting our view point. We do it in the same way in as in literature i.e. we believe and state what is true and then we gradually build an argument around it to make others believe that what we think is relevant and true. For example, we take a subject as an argument like “Internet is a good invention”. Then, we support it with logical reasons such as “It is source of information,” and “It is hub of entertainment,” and so on. In the end, we conclude the argument by giving our verdict.
Function of an Argument
Writers consider literature as a powerful tool in their hands to shape or reform our thinking. Arguments come into play at this time. Writers carefully play with words, give reasons and examples to persuade us to his point of view. Our outlook is molded by words that also entertain us.
 Examples of Argument in Literature
Let us now analyze a few examples of argument from literature:
1. Charles Dickens starts his novel with a literary argument:
“Whether I shall turn out to be the hero of my own life, or whether that station will be held by anybody else, these pages must show.”
 The above opening line is considered one of the best opening lines of novels. It becomes a main statement or argument of the novel as the whole novel depicts the adventures of the narrator “David”. Many people let him down and many others support him in hard times. In the end, he alone was not the hero of his life but there were others who deserve the same status.
2. Milton provides his argument or purpose of the poem in the first 5 lines of his “Paradise Lost” Book I:
“OF Mans First Disobedience, and the Fruit
 Of that Forbidden Tree, whose mortal taste
 Brought Death into the World, and all our woe,
 With loss of Eden, till one greater Man
 Restore us, and regain the blissful Seat,”
In the above lines, Milton states the reasons why man was thrown out of the Eden and what is the reason of all our “woes” and how our status was restored by “one greater Man” the Christ. Rest of the epical poem develops on this argument i.e. “to justify the ways of God to man”.
Definition of Point of View
Point of view is the angle of considering things which shows us the opinion or feelings of the individuals involved in a situation. In literature, point of view is the mode of narration that an author employs to let the readers “hear” and “see” what takes place in a story, poem, essay etc.
Point of view is a reflection of the opinion an individual from real life or fiction can have. Broadly speaking, there are three major kinds of point of views:
1. First person point of view which involves the use of either of the two pronouns “I” and “we”.
•Example:
•“I felt like I was getting drowned with shame and disgrace.”
2. Second person point of view and it employs pronoun “you”.
•“Sometimes you cannot clearly discern between anger and frustration.”
3. Third person point of view uses pronouns like “he”, “she”, “it”, “they” or a name.
•“Mr. Stewart is a principled man. He acts by the book and never lets you deceive him easily.”
Function of Point of View
Point of view is an integral tool of description in the author’s hands to portray personal emotions or characters’ feelings about an experience or situation. Writers use a point of view to express effectively what they want to convey to their readers.
Definition of Prose
Prose is a form of language that has no formal metrical structure. It applies natural flow of speech, and ordinary grammatical structure rather than rhythmic structure, such as in the case of traditional poetry. Normal every day speech is spoken in prose and most people think and write in prose form.  Prose comprises of full grammatical sentences which consist of paragraphs and forgo aesthetic appeal in favor of clear, straightforward language. It can be said to be the most reflective of conversational speech. Some works of prose do have versification and a blend of the two formats that is called prose poetry.
Examples Of A Poetry Verse
Read this from “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” written by Robert Frost.
“The woods are lovely, dark and deep.
 But I have promises to keep,
 And miles to go before I sleep,
 And miles to go before I sleep.”
Prose Form “The woods look lovely against the setting darkness and as I gaze into the mysterious depths of the forest, I feel like lingering here longer.  However, I have pending appointments to keep and much distance to cover before I settle in for the night or else I will be late for all of them.” The above paragraph is conveying a similar message but only it is conveyed in ordinary language, without a formal metrical structure to bind it.
Some Common Types of Prose
1. Nonfictional Prose: A literary work that is mainly based on fact although it may contain fictional elements in certain cases. Examples are biographies and essays.
2. Fictional Prose: A literary work that is wholly or partly imagined or theoretical. Examples are novels.
3. Heroic Prose: A literary work that may be written down or recited and employs many of the formulaic expressions found in oral tradition. Examples are legends and tales.
4. Prose Poetry: A literary work which exhibits poetic quality using emotional effects and heightened imagery but are written in prose instead of verse.
Prose in Novels
This is usually written in the form of a narrative and may be entirely a figment of the author’s imagination
Prose in Speeches
Prose used in speeches often expresses thoughts and ideas of the speaker.
Prose in Plays
Prose written in plays aims to be dramatic and eventful.
Functions of Prose
It is the standard style of writing used for most spoken dialogues, fictional as well as topical and factual writing and discoursed. It is also the common language used in newspapers, magazines, literature, encyclopedias, broadcasting, philosophy, law, history, the sciences and many other form of communication.
