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The Death of Clifford T Ward - Newspaper Obituaries

Following a period in hospital suffering from pneumonia, Cliff died on 18th December 2001.

A range of local and national newspaper obituaries soon followed -

OBITUARIES

Chfford T. Ward

THE EARLY 19708 wiss o golden pe-
rlod for singers who were also sang-
writers, with James Taylor, Randy
Newman, Joni Mitehell and Carcle
King performing highly personal
material. Chfford T. Ward was
smnilarly individualistic: his gently
rnantic songs celebrated family e
and living in Britain,

The Amercan balladeer Jack
Jones once recorded Ward's com-
position “Home Thoughts from
Abroad” beautfully, but 1t is incon-
Brucus to hear Jones singing, "How
Is Woreestershire | Is it still the same
between us?™ The entertainer
Richard Digance says, " 'Home
Thoughts From Abroad' is still the
greatest ‘British’ song that 1 have
ever heard. CIHT had no pretentious
Americanisms, and it's still the
only popular song with the word
Worcestershire in it.”

Ward was born in 1944 in Stour-
porl-on-Severn, & small villege near
Kidderminster, amd he lived in the
area all his life, He attended Stour-
port Secondary Modern Sehool
where he was a good pupil with an
Interest in arts and drama. He re-
called & memorable day n 1958, say
ing, T saw Buddy Holly and the
Crickets when 1 was only 14 and he
was great, marvellous, | named my
first child after ane of the Crickets’
records, ‘Debarab’.”

In the same year, at school, Ward
et Pal Rollings, and wrobe the song
“Coathanger” for her
I share my coathanger
Th}:Jl’II ] hmﬁnm_ﬁ'w.

I o Brw bo break my neck,
We'ne through

They were married in 1961 after
Pat became pregnant, and the sang  of
appeared on Ward's first atbum,
Singer/Songroriler, in 1972

Ward sang and played plano and,
like many youngsters al thal time,
I formed a beat group, CHT Ward
and the Cruisers, which later e
came the Secrets. They became
nnpular around Birmingham and

toured Amerlean army bases n
France. Ward recalled,
W nsed to work very hard, bul | was the
caly ane whe was married with chikiren,
Thee ather members were able W pock-
of thair maney and have mights out in
Paris. T weould manil my money o ey wife
1o enabde her o pay Lhe renl and feed
the kids [ used to walk in the forests of
Fortsinetleau and | remember working
un “Hame Thaughts Fromt Abroad™ on
a Jovely sunny day Lhere

Thie song is written as & letter, in
which Ward says, “1 know how

Raohert Browing must have fell.” His
Iyrica place the mundane next to the
significant with telling effect:

. Dioes youar cistern stll leak
U have vou found & man to mend L7
Ok ;Imdr]:r the: way, how's your broken
Ta that mended 1007 1 miss yoa

The Secrets recorded a single,
“Candy Te Me”, for Columbia
records in 1985, "Il was a Motown
song by that greal writing beam, Hal-
land-Dazier- Holland,” recalled Ward,
“Unfortunately, i was the worst
sang that they ever wrole.” Five sin-
gles for CBS followed but met with
nao suceess, and Ward decided on a
change in career, He encolled at &
teacher training college and, onee
qualified, taught English and Drama
al Bromsgrove High Schoal.

He continueed to write sungs, and
sent & tape to the Hadio 1 DI John
Peel, Peel was impressed and, with
his manager, Clive Seheood, signed
Ward ta their new label, Dandelion,
Peel produced Ward's first album,
HingerjSomguwriter; the first single
from it, “Carrie”, was inspired by
the 1001 novel Sister Carrie by
Thiodore Dredsar,

The Dandelion label was shart
lived and Ward commented, “Clive
gave Tony Stratton-Smith, who
ovmid Charisma, a pile of Dandelion
albums to see if he was interested
L any of the artists, Tony picled me
out, but he made the wrong decision,
% Medicine Head had the hits” Ney-
ertheless, Ward had his first hit in
1674 for Charisma, with the beguil-
Ing “Goge”. He explained,

There were (hree girls 1 !mm- nﬂnd

ﬁn n.mll lha*hq‘

m[nwﬁuhm mnn-m
ane of 1y Bvowrine T was just &
ﬁm%Maﬁhﬂlﬁ
they redensed it £

With his lang, fowing hain and an
wir of intensity, Ward looked dis-
tinctive on Top OF The Pops
and “Gaye” reached No 8. The fol-
low-up singles “Wherewithal” and
“Scullery” (which made the Top
Forty! refiected his love of the

write songs, hut T am a lover of wards
and 1 kraw certain woeds

' E

ture Pal working away in that
to keep it nbce and cloan,

The song goes,

Wo're my pleturs
Ldghting up our

¢ Plcagsn,

Wik o s and pots and hot-plales,
‘n’mu:l]I g;mqn. ug any gallery,

Thee first Charisma album, Home

Thaoughtz (10730, 5old well, but Ward
kept a low profile. He had no desire
Lo spaend time sway from his hoeme,
His first child had been boarn with
cerebeal palsy and for her he wrote
“For Debbie and Her Friends" on his
third album, Montle Pieces (also
19731, He: bought a farmhouse and
lowed being with his children.

Ward made several fine albums,
Escolator (1975), No More Rock
and Holl (19750, Wawes (1976) and
New England Daye (1977, but his
romantic style conflicted with the
ethos of the punk ers and his
soaigEs were regarded by some as okl
hat, He recorded his finest song,
“The Besl s Yet to Come" as a sin-
gle for Warner in 1981 and it has
sinee been recorded by Justin
Hayward and Judy Callins. His 1984
album Both Of Us included a
poignant song about how the media
trivialises serious events, “Watchin®
thie TV News™,

That vear, during a tour of Treland,
Ward made a brip home Lo visit his
farmily and, while mowing (e grass,
Egnwer several times, He said, *]

't knvow whal wos happening. 1
knew that there was something
very wrong with me." He was diag-
nosed with multiple sclerosis, Ward
had helped his daughter, Delibie,
overcome her handicap, but he had
difficulty aceepling his own prodics-
ment. He shunned medication and
said, "1 refuse to believe that a care
can'l be found.”

Ward had been experimenting
with synthesisers and had bailt his
::rn home studie, which should

v meant an cutpouring of new
material. His albsmm for Roger Whit-
taker's label, Tembo, Sometime

e

fue had taken his nspiration from
walching felevision ©"Crickel™) or
from seaing his wife cleaning the
house (“Turbo™), but his iliness

exaripilation allurm kn 1987, Gaye and
Other Stories, brought in much-
needed rovalties for Ward and his
family. In 1942 his friend Kevin Gam-

In 1094 he released the album
Julio and Other New Stories. “I'm

like & bal,” he told me al the time,
“1 funetion best at night, but | had
tomake some of it on all fours.” The
album opened with w message from
Clilf Richand, who had recorded
"Up in the Warld" from Ward's radio
play Pathos, and the opening
song, “Julia”, was addressed to the
newareader Julla Somerville, beg-
ging her to maintain her dignity and
nol to make chal show appear-
ances, "I didw't know her” said
Ward, "but she did once buy me a
meal at the BBC canteen.”

‘Ward had kept all his old dermos
and tapes and so albums of unheard
malerial have recently been re.
leased - Hidden Treasures (1998)

p - s
Ward: T am a lover of words, and 1 know certain words sound
very nice with certain melodies’ Redferns

el Thee Wenys of Love (20060, A svn-
pathetic bisgraphy of Ward, Bitter-
sweet (19000, by a family friend,
Dave Cartwright, nevertheless
shewed the tensions that his illness
caused. Ward was never a model pa-
lient. He told me (o 1964: *Tam still
mﬁwbutlamhﬂppedmnhndy
that can’t function.™

SPENCER LEHGH

Clifford Thomas Ward, singer and
songuriler: born Stourpori-on-
Severn, Worcestershire 10 Febru-
ary 1844 mareied 1881 Pol

Hnik'w:wu sons, hoo daugh-
lersk: Kidderminster, Worces
tershive 18 December 300! |

The Independant (Thursday Review) - Dec 20th 2001

http://www.mick-armitage.staff.shef.ac.uk/cliffordt/obituary.html
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NEWS

Shuttle/Times & Mews, Thussday, Decesnber 27, 200

Plan to mark
Clifford’s life

W By MIKE MALONEY

A PUBLIC memaorial service and celebra-
tion concert is planned to celebrate the life
of Stourport 70s pop star Clifford T Ward,
who died last week,

The unassuming singer/ songwriter. once dubibed
the new Paul McCariney, lost his 1 7-year-Dattle with

nmJliﬁ.)k- sclerosis.
His final Uiness, preumonia, was too much for his

® Off to see fans: Clifford T Ward last year with
soma of those who helped set up a trip to
Ireland for his annual concert and convention.

Musical talent honed at town school

weakened constiuging o conguer.

Fan cluby secretary and friend Stephen Bagust said &
crlehmtinn coneer, ir‘.|‘|IIdI|'|g rvembess af Clifford's
ol band was schreduled 1o take place in February
and it was hoped & memodal service woukd be beld
sometime pext month,

Hesaid: “Tributes have been pouring in from
arcund the world. Clifford's death has towched a lo
of people and we think a celebration concert would
e gresat tribute

“We think a memaotial service in the county would
b firting too. Clifford loved Worcestershire and
il was ap that he died in the Cuu[l‘.}'.'
The 5T-year-old father-of-four was best remem-
bered for his top 10 simashy Gape but it was his
stoic battle against M5 which brought him a
mew Begion of admirers in his kuer vears,

His last message to fans in August referred 1o
Teis “stupid” illness.

Hesponding to messages on his website, he
sald: “Your continued supporn means so much
o e, 1 am touched that my music still lives in
your hearts, These messages give me the
strength to survive this stupic illness called M5,

“lam amazed that my music has reached all
jrarts of the world, even countries where | have
never performoed.

“Pwish that I coanld reply personzlly w allofvou
bt this is just not possible. Love toall of vou,
Clifford T Ward,”

Pan, the singer's wilieof 38 years and manzges,
said he died quietly at Tenbury Community
Huspital.

She said: “He deteriorated quickly at the end.

“He had Become very frustrated with the ill-
ness but he ks at peace now, He always main-
tabned Dis passion for music and kep his great
sense of humour,

“Hight now he = F:-rub.'lhl:,' up there langhing
and wondering what all the fuss Is abour.”

@ Stourport-born pop star of the 70s:
Clifford T Ward.

he eould o lon,

CLIFFORD T Ward’s songs would be
covered by Art Garfunkel and CIEff
Richard but It was sl Stourport
Secondary Modern School where his
simging Oestattracied anentbon,

He first honed his talent In the school
choir and between classes met the
inspiration for so many of his future
SOMS.

Clifford. born on February 10, 15844,
met wile Pat when he was 14 aml she
13.

On leaving school he formed ClLiff
Ward and the Crul=ers who became a
big hit on the Midlands cireait.

The band was later renamed Martin

Rayrvor and the Secrets amd ultimately
the Secrets but despiie extensive tour-
ing sl six singles they failed to make
it in the pop world.

With o wibe ancd I'a|:|:|:|||:.' o feed Clifford
docided 1o get a “real” jobs in 1968 and
after three years training tanght
Enplish a1 Bromsgrove High School.

However, he continued singing/song:
writing and within two years stormed
ihe charts with Geaye, which sokd morne
than a million worbdwide.

Enllowing his breakthrough hit he
released his second album Home
Thowghts - seen as the pinnacle of his
Cireer.

He quit teaching to concentrate on
recording but the shy singer shunmed
the pop :ri festyle and refused to tour
el perform e giys.

Interviews, photograph sesstons and
TV apprarances were only made when
absolutehy necessry.

The family man was still producin
highly-rated work but commercia
success eluded him as Punk exploded
on the pop scene.

Clifford was still busy recording
albums from his home studio when he
wis atruek denam with MS in 1984,

T wies @ clisease Dve fought bravely but
ultimately s debilitating effect meant

The Kidderminster Shuttle - Dec 27th 2001

FATALLY dubbed “the new
Paul MeCartney” in the 190,
Clifford T. Ward had only pwe
charl singbes, the beer of
them, Cruye reaching mumber
cight in 1973, However, his

CLIFFORD T. WARD

Songwriter who had a *70s hit with
Gaye, but shunned the high life

refused o wour. He remained
in the Midlands, and woeuld
drive 125 mibes twice a day
when working in London,

“T never winted oo be G
ous,” le zaid, ) did not want

http://www.mick-armitage.staff.shef.ac.uk/cliffordt/obituary.html

perform or record.

He fell an hard times financially but
friends and fellow pop stars rallied
round 1o support benefit events,

Twa years ago Dave Cartwright's
biography Birtersweer: The Clifford T
Ward Story was published to critical
acclaim.

Anthe e his wife Pat said: "t is not
a I:pg:ngmphy of ClIff but a ‘warts and
all’ prece.

“Thete is a lot of humour in the book
and there is hope oo - Cliff is wa'.'ing
not drowning.”

He leaves Pat, four ehildren and three
grandchildren,
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songs were recorded by stars
ranging from Art Ciarfunkel to
MiL?hacr Jackson aned Ringo
Starr oo CHff Richard.

Thanks to Radio 2 Ward
himmsell remined a folkwing.
and in 1998, when the station's
lisieners vosed for an all-time
eagy lizlening chart, his Home
Thoughiy from Abeoad [1976)
wils i betwern the extabe
lished hits Biver Deep Mown-
taim High by Ike and Tina
Turmer and Sonny and Cher's
1 Geont You Babe,

Craye sobd o million coples
in Britain and two million —
strangely — in Bral, where it
reached number one. It had
been written for an air hostess
with whom Ward had a briel
relationship, His wife admit-
ted that it was not one of her
favouriee songs, and added,
“I've always thought the tune
a bie trite”,

Ward risd w pay her
tribuste, however, in Scullery.
whach complimenis her domes-
tic skifls, It appeared on the
album Mantle Peces. (1974],
which alsa included To Deb-
big anmd  Her Friends, for
Wward's daughter, who was
born with cerebiral palsy. Each
of Wards sonpgs old a story
andd the lyrics combined fen-
derness and copenbroty, “Life
witld be worthwhibe / 1 could
b frue ¢ | could beome ¢ 1t
wasn't for o™ he sang.

Clilfond Thamas Wiard was
born in Kidderminster and
wenl o Sou High
Schood,  where Eﬂﬂm JEi.'i
Future wife at the age of 13, His
first band, the Secrets, did nm
go far. and neither did CLiff
Ward and the Cruisers, so he
ok o teacher training course
in order s 1 hs fwmily,

He lay I1]::'u:|:glus]: xlful
drama at %Jaﬂsh Bromsgrove
High Schoal, but spent the
weekends and holidays writ-
ing his owm = n‘?lﬁ Eventually
T began recording as a solo
artist, and his debut album
Singer Sopgwriter appeaned
in 1972 .en the Dandelion Label
runBy Juhn Pesl,
~ Ewentually Ward gave up
teaching and concentrated on
music, althoagh his  album
Home Thoughts (1973, with

allusions 1 Keas-Frown-

e and Shelley, failed - w
apprich et ol Lhes 1.'hHJ'I.s.

pite the  comparisen
with MeCarmney, who by this
time had made clear his itch i
gel hick om the rosd after the
breakup of the Beatles, Ward

pn b a big star.” Instead he
wis fumous only within the
mugic husiness, and stardom
trched him wicuriously when
others covered his songs. He
rarely plaved live.

An exception was @ lour ol
France in 1985, during which
ane of the female  hacking
singers ol him that there
was something odd about the
way ho wns moving  and
dnging. He was then diag-
nised as suffering from mult-
ple scherosis

He eontinued 1o record In a
ghudio near his home, amd fans
went on holding annual con-
vendions there. When he neod-
ad to raise money o attend a
similar event in Dublin, Sting
sent A favourise guitar o be
nuctiomed - his wife, Trisdic
Siyler, had been a pupil of
Wirds when he twught sl
Bromsgrose High School -
and Elum Jobhn, who was the
session planist on Chifferd's
firat demonstration lape. sent
some spectaches.

Ward's royalties continsed
o come in (the bulk of them
from Radio 2), but this was
hardly a living. His friends
and colleagues rullied round
i 1942 i miake an album of
outtakes and demonstration
trwcks o tﬂw him  sorme
financial assistance, He was
he again enrlier this year,
-.L'I'Iiﬁau charity foothall day
wils arcanged al the Ekdder.
minster  Harriers'  Applaor-

b Stadium
ard's last album was Ju-
lim and Cifer MNew Stories
(1994), Five years lafer o
iography, Bittersweer: The
Clifford T, Wird Story, raised
CL000 o0 help pay for his
medical hills, and the maga-
rine Record Collector named
it ameng the fop ten best rock

lrm'lcs’::fl‘ﬁt

Sporting a shoulder-length
haircut even in his loter years
when grey and thinning. he
maintained: 1 can still write

ngs and sometimes, in e
middle of the night, my vocal
chords are relaned enough o
sing. So when you ask which
is rn{' best song — all | can siy
is. 1 haveny vet written jr.”
He is survived by his wife

APilwnd two. sons . and two

dughvters

Clifford T. Ward. singer
and sungwriter. was born
m Rbﬂﬂ.r].rlll. 19446, He
Imu'lber 15 m?ﬂal::d“ 55

Ward: "1 never wanted 1o be famous™
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Singer Chifford T Ward
dies at 57 after illness

BY LOUISE JURY
Media Correspondent

THE SINGER-SUNGWHRITER
Clifford T Ward, who was besL
known for his 1973 hit “Gaye”,
has died after a long batlle
with multiple sclerosis,

Ward, 57, who lived near
Kidderminster in Worcester-
ghire, had been weakened by
the debilitating illness and died
of preumonia on Monday.

He was a gifted songwriter
whose numbers were recordid
by artists inclhuding Art Gar
funkel and Ringo Starr, But he
insisted on keeping a low pro-
file and refused to tour, never
achieving the fame his early ils demise in 1868, Ward
success promised, Stephen  became a teacher, bul contin-
Bagust, secretary of the Clifford — ued to write and perform, pro-
T Ward fan club, said the mu-  ducing the single “Gaye” which
sician was under-rated, “He reached No B in June 1873
leaves a great legacy of music He was diagnosed with mul
that will last for as long as good  tiple sclerosis in 1984 and
songs are enjoyed.” recorded a final album, Julia

Clifford T Ward was born in ond Ciher Newo Stories, in 1984
1944 and formed a pop group, Ward 18 survived by his wife,
Martin Raynor and the Se-  Pat, and their four children
crets, on leaving school. After Ohituary, Review, page 6

Clifford T Ward: Afflicted

The Independant - Dec 20th 2001

DECEMBER: Stourgart-bom po Lﬁslaa'nﬁlw?mﬂlimwd

T 'Ward lost his 17-year bartle with multiple sclerosis,

4 Mow fans are planning a public memorial service and
concer 1o cebehrate the life of the singer/so iter

who was dulbbed the new Paul MoCanney after he

stommed the pop chans with his hitsingle Gﬂyuwhbd:

sald more than a million copies wo

The Times - Dec 20th 2001

Kidderminster Shuttle - 'Review of the Year' Dec 2001

CLIFFORD DIES AT 57

By ALUN PALMER
PO star Clifford T Ward has
died, aged 57, after a long bat~
the against multiple sclerosis,

The singer-songwriter, best
known for Seventies hit Gaye,
died in hospital from pnen-
mnia. The father of four, who
lived near Kidderminster,
Wores, suffered from MS
simce 1984,

His widow Pat chose Terry
Wogan to announce his death
on Hadio 2 yesterday hecause
he loved his music. The DJ
said: “We are all saddened.”

LEGEND Ward

The Mirror - Dec 20th 2001

http://www.mick-armitage.staff.shef.ac.uk/cliffordt/obituary.html
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Pecember 20, 2001 25
SINGER and
 songwriter
1 E“I.IFFQIW T
'HIT MAN: Clifford T Ware Hrlﬂ ;w.l.!ﬁ
. : 1973 hit
Clifford T e
from pneumo-
- . | nin, aged 55,
is dead 5. "N "had
18. He had
xS i
1 m fa-
Cliftard T Werd has dind rrur“ml-'l l'ul'tnr
after o HM-yoar battle with | more  than
multiphe seloroeis, Z0 years.
Thi 57-year-okd, whose
frits Home Thoughts and .
Caye were 1nillion-sellers
mmldﬁd in hospital , . .
i m:;::ﬂmnm The Sun ('Review of the Year')
Ters Woganrs Hadio Dec 28th 2001

ancunee his death
becavige the D lovet and

Mayesd his music,
A solomn Wisgan told The Sun

sz | Clifford T Ward dies| ™™

Among the einger's

Fatt MeCarinay and Sir SINGER Clifford T Ward, best R
E:f;rtt;‘:m”f;:#;::m* known for his Seventies hit Gaye, Tribute
and Rin s Stiier haye has d]'Ed afiera ]_’;-'.}q:ar battle i
wrdes] Biw son
S :}im ‘multiple selerosis. Ward, 57, to pop
. Kidderminster, Wores, who
The Daily Star was regarded by fans as one of legend
Dec 20th 2001 the finest songwriters in Britain, AMEMORIAL con- |
cort for Stouep

died of pneumonia on Tuesday.
Stephen Bagust, secretary of his
| fan club, said: “Clifford leaves a

legacy of music that will last as B8 i
long as good songs are enjoyed SONQSMITH: Ward writer at e
by an appreciative audience.”  had devoted fans Hoter, Kaddermin-

ster, on Sunday,
February 3.

. An L&t
The Daily Express - Dec 20th 2001 mfﬁfﬂﬁ;ﬁ?
proceeds going to
Tenbury Hospital
where the singer

spent his last days.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2001 unaessurming

70 pop star Clifford
T Wanrd will be: beeled
naxt month,

Amusical line-up

the new Paul
McCartney, lost his

17-year barile with
muh:lple sclernsis
The 57-year-ald

father-of-fourwas

: Full story best rememberned
; fior b 10 hi
L clIFFan T WAHD G&r]-'e;ﬁ%lwa;}'ih

stodc battle against
M5 which brought
Frimn & new begion of
admirers in latec
Vears.

Ticket priority wil
be given to mem-
bers of the Prienids
of Clifford T Ward
society.

Fortickets, send a
stamped self-
addressed cnve-
Tops= 1o Boy Smich,
13 Oakapple Close,
Astley Cross,
Stourport.

Kidderminster Shuttle
http://www.mick-armitage.staff.shef.ac.uk/cliffordt/obituary.html 4/6
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W MARRIED 38 YEARS: Clifford T Ward and wife Pat

Singer (lifford

T Ward dies

SEVENTIES lngend CIHif-
ford T Wnrd.p:r?u l;l"i'lm
Ireem multiple sclerosis, has
died al a Midland hospital,

Clifford, aged 57, was born
and lived in Worcestershine
and lopped the record
charts in 1973 with "Gaye".

His albums and singles of
that became classlcs
and have been covered br:l
stars such as Sir Cliff Rich-
ard, Arl and Garfunkel and
Judy Collins,

In 1985 he was diagnosed
as having multiple sclerosis
but he conlinued praducing
music from his home near
Bewdley,

His world-wide tan club
secretary Sleve Bagust
broke the news of his death
today and said: “He loved
Worcestershire and Fived
and died in the county. He
was taken into hospital at
the beginning af November
suffering from pneumonia.

“Clifferd came out of

Ronkswood Hospital but
last week went to Tenbury
Waells Hospital where he
died yesterday.

"His music is timeless. The
more you listen the better it
becomes. So many peoﬁkr
covered his songs and he
had literally thousands of
fans worldwide.”

Teacher

After attending Stourport
High School, Clifford
became an English and
Drama teacher at
Bromsgrove before tuming
to music and recording a
etring of eritically acclaimed
albums in the mid-70s,

A year ago a book about
the ailing musician, by Dave
Cartwright, from Worcester,
helped raise £7,000 1o help
his family, his wile, Pat, to
whaom he had been married
lor 38 years, and four
grown-up children.

Birmingham Evening Mail
Dec 20th 2001

http://www.mick-armitage.staff.shef.ac.uk/cliffordt/obituary.html

Jan 17th 2002
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CLIFFORD T. WARD

Clifferd T, Ward, the singer/
songwriter who scored a Top
14 hit in the sommer of 1973
with the liling ballad 'Gaye',
died an 1810 Decambear 2001
after contracting pneumonia.
Ha was 57,

Kiddarminster-based Ward
began his recording career as
leadar of Martin Raynor & the
Secrels, whosa version of
the Helland/Dozier/Halland
song 'Candy To Me” appeared
thraugh  EMI's  Columbia
imprint in May 1985, A quintet
of classy, selt-compased pop
singles, credited aither to the
Sacrels or Simon's Secrets,
then emerged through GBS,
although arguably Ward's
greatest seng of the 63z, the
heavily lysargic ‘Path Through
The Forest’, was giltad to an
obscure Band by tha name aof
thie Factory, Tha single, which
for some reazen bore a com-
position credit 10 Rollings {tha
maiden name of Cliff's wile), is
naw widely recagnisad as ona
at the finest obscure UK poy-
chedalic recordings of the era.

After a spell at a leacher-training college, Ward re-emerged in 1972 with the album
Singer Sangwanter and tha single 'Coathangar’, both issued by John Pesl's Dandelion labal,
The 45, which effectivaly gave natice of Ward's claver wordplay, was a turntabla hit, though
it wasn't until a move to Charisma that he first tasted real success with 'Gaye' and the
magnificent Home Thoughts album, which clearly announced the emergence of & major
newy falent in British pop,

Althaugh press allention consentrated on the "singing school teacher” angle, more
abservant pop pundits acknowledged Ward's intelligant, literate lyriciem and beguiling
maladias, and sangs like the heart-wrenching ‘Home Thoughts Fram Abroad' led 1o
some commentators hailing him as the natural heir to Paul McCartney. Yel he never
quite consolidated thal inilial success, though "Scullery’ — an innacently sexist portrait
of domashic bliss — reachad the lower rungs of the charts in early 1975,

Dazpite their ralative lack of success, a aenes of albums continued to contain thair
fair share of stellar materal, including the likes of ‘The Best Is Yet To Come’ and the
superlative "Up In The Warld', which attracted cover versions fram CHIF Richard and Art
Gadunkel,

In thea mid-Bis, Ward was diagnasad with & particularly virelent Form of multiple sclerosis
that effectively curtailed his career, though an extremely active appreciation society,
The Friends Ot Cliftord T, Ward, attempted to keep his name alive,

He was a superb songwriter wha has never baen affardad the level of recognition fhat
his body of work deserved. A full appreciation of his career can be found in BC 246, though
mention should alsa ba made of Bitarsweaet, & highly recommendad hiography written and
published in 1999 by friend and erstwhile singar-songwriter Dave Cartwright,

i

Davicd Wlis

Record Collector - Feb 2002

@ CTW - The Horse Newspaper Obituaries 1st. Tribute Concert Article m
RETURN:

Clifford T Ward

27 - February - 02
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