Welcome and Thank You!

My goal for this ebook is to provide Letter of Intent samples that | never received.

There were no samples to review when | was a P3-P4. | attended a “Career” building seminar at
my college. They gave a lot of great ideas for my CV and cover letters. But it was just THEORY.

That’s why | want to give you 2 PGY1 residency Cover Letters that | actually used... in all their glory
(or lack there of).

| was naive when | made these. | don’t recommend you follow my entire format for this process.
Oh, on a side note, | placed blue boxes over people’s names for privacy reasons.

Couple of quick rules:
1 - My Cover Letters are NOT amazing

Seriously, my first two letters make me cringe. My sentences are too long and | didn’t focused
enough on aiming to convince the reader that | would match their needs.
That’s why | included my bonus (read below).

2 — | break a few rules that | have now for Cover Letters

One rule | have now is to always say a follow up date at the bottom of a Cover Letter. This means
that | say something like, “I will contact you via phone to determine my application status”. | have
great reasons why | do this, but more on that another day.

| have grammar and spelling errors. This is a definite FAIL. However, that’s my personality. | don’t
take my grammar seriously. | usually have multiple people review before submitting.

This means that these samples are just that, samples. They should not dictate everything about
your cover letter.

BONUS!

Everyone who signs up for Pharmacy School HQ should be treated like royalty in my opinion. So |
want to gain your favor, my majesty ;)

| added 2 RECENT Cover Letters. The third letter is my PGY2 cover letter, which landed me five
PGY2 interviews (I used relatively the same cover letter for every PGY2 program).

The fourth cover letter is one that | completed recently in 2014 for a part time adjunct faculty
position that landed me the interview.
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Alex Michael Barker, PharmD Candidate
4270 Nature Trail dr. Apt #9
Kentwood, MI 49512

December 12, 2011

University of Tennessee College of Pharmacy
1301 Primary Parkway
Memphis, TN 38119

I want to express my interest and excitement in the University of Tennessee College of Pharmacy PGY 1 residency. My
discussion with you and the residents at the showcase convinced me of the benefits of this program to achieving my career
goals while positively impacting health care at your facility. With the program’s variety of rotations and focus of
ambulatory care, my commitment to be an effective and confident pharmacy practitioner will be cultivated while allowing
me to strive towards my long term goal of academia.

As a Ferris State University student, I participated in multiple pharmacy student and extracurricular activities such as a
leadership position in Christian Pharmacy Fellowship. Balancing these activities and maintaining a G.P.A. in school
taught me prioritization and time-management. I served in multiple clinics including a charitable diabetes clinic, the VA
clinic in Grand Rapids, MI, and brown bag events at an Assisted Living center. While working for the VAMC in Iron
Mountain, I created a pharmacist medication use certification and developed a medication use evaluation on colchicine
and long acting beta agonists. I volunteered to teach third-year pharmacy courses at Ferris State University, a medical
assistant class at Grand Rapids Community College and Grand Valley State University nursing courses. I also enjoyed
instructing patients in diabetes clinics, assisted living centers and in the ambulatory care rotation. All of these experiences
have improved my skills in public speaking and written communication.

I will pursue a career in ambulatory care, but I also have a strong interest in academia and patient education. Through this
residency I hope to further strengthen my skills and abilities. This program has the perfect balance of rotations and
education possibilities for me to hone my practice. I find professional satisfaction when I can empower patients to care for
themselves and educating healthcare professionals. After the residency, I would like to apply for a PGY2 Ambulatory
Care/Academia residency.

I desire a residency program that will be challenging and continue to excite my desire to become an exceptional pharmacy
practitioner, while promoting my desire to teach. I consider the University of Tennessee College of Pharmacy program to
be the best fit. I look forward to contributing to the college, being team-oriented, becoming a successful educator,
strengthening my critical thinking and communication ability, and working hard to succeed in this position.

I look forward to the opportunity to visit your institution. Please contact me via cell at 231-468-1337 or email at
rxalexbarker@gmail.com if you have any questions. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Alex Barker, PharmD Candidate
Ferris State University School of Pharmacy
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Alex Michael Barker, PharmD Candidate
4270 Nature Trail dr. Apt #9
Kentwood, MI 49512

December 12, 2011

Manager, Ambulatory Care Clinical Pharmacy
Kaiser Permanente

12301 Snow Rd.

Parma, OH 44130

Dear Dr. [

I want to express my interest and excitement in the Kaiser Permanente PGY1 residency. My discussion with you at the
interview and speaking with _:onvinced me of the benefits of this program to achieving my career goals while
positively impacting health care at your facility. With the program’s variety of rotations and focus of ambulatory care, my
commitment to be an effective and confident pharmacy practitioner will be cultivated while allowing me to strive towards
my long term goal of academia.

As a Ferris State University student, I participated in multiple pharmacy student and extracurricular activities such as a
leadership position in Christian Pharmacy Fellowship. Balancing these activities and maintaining a G.P.A. in school
taught me prioritization and time-management. I served in multiple clinics including a charitable diabetes clinic, the VA
clinic in Grand Rapids, MI, and brown bag events at an Assisted Living center. While working for the VAMC in Iron
Mountain, I created a pharmacist medication use certification and developed a medication use evaluation on colchicine
and long acting beta agonists. I have volunteered to teach third-year pharmacy courses at Ferris State University, a
medical assistant class at Grand Rapids Community College and Grand Valley State University nursing courses. I have
also enjoyed instructing patients in diabetes clinics, assisted living centers and in the ambulatory care rotation. All of these
experiences have improved my skills in public speaking and written communication.

I will pursue a career in ambulatory care, but I also have a strong interest in academia and patient education. Through this
residency I hope to further strengthen my skills and abilities. This program has the perfect balance of rotations and
education possibilities for me to hone my practice. I find professional satisfaction when I can empower patients to care for
themselves and educating healthcare professionals. After the residency, I would like to apply for a PGY2 Ambulatory
Care/Academia residency.

I desire a residency program that will be challenging and continue to excite my desire to become an exceptional and
confident pharmacy practitioner, while promoting my desire to teach. I consider the Kaiser Permanente program to be the
best fit. I look forward to contributing to Kaiser Permanente, being team-oriented, becoming a successful educator,
strengthening my critical thinking and communication ability, and working hard to succeed in this position.

I look forward to the opportunity to visit your institution. Please contact me via cell at 231-468-1337 or email at
rxalexbarker@gmail.com if you have any questions. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Alex Barker, PharmD Candidate
Ferris State University School of Pharmacy
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| desire to apply for the role of ambulatory care PGY-2 resident at the University of Tennessee. Meeting with
you at Midyear was a pleasure. Our brief interview confirmed my interest in your program. | believe the

residency position is a great match for my passion, past experiences, and clinical skills.

My background fits your needs specifically. | have a Doctor of Pharmacy degree, Tennessee license, and
practice as a pharmacy practice resident in the community and ambulatory care setting. | provide pharmacy
services by promoting safe, appropriate, and cost effective medication therapy through patient education,
medical staff education, and therapy management in primary care clinics. | manage therapy for
anticoagulation, diabetes, hypertension, hyperlipidemia, and various other chronic diseases in my ambulatory
care rotations. | have two research projects. One project is focused on depression and adherence evaluation in
diabetics. The other project is about discovering tutor program practices in academic institutions. I‘ve learned
project management skills as a co-manager of a wellness program that targets preventative medicine for over
900 county employees and family members. | created a lecture series for students called "Pharmacy
Professionalism Initiative" (PPI). PPI's goal is to prepare students with the knowledge necessary to gain
employment in our competitive job market. | daily precept students and love developing young practitioners.

| look forward to hearing from you. As we discussed on December 21st, | will wait for your decision as you

search for residency candidates.

Respectfully,
Alex Barker, PharmD
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Alex M. Barker, PharmD

719 Saginaw st. 231-468-1337
Norway, MI 49870 rxalexbarker@gmail.com
Dear Dr s

| am excited to apply for the role of Pharmacology Adjunct Faculty at the -

University. | believe this position is a great match for my passion for teaching,
past experiences, Christian faith, and clinical skills, as they will assure the success of
future students.

My background fits your needs specifically. | have a Doctor of Pharmacy degree,
experience teaching a diverse group of students and medical professionals, academic
focused PGY1 residency, and currently practice as a clinical pharmacy specialist in a
Veteran Affairs primary care setting. My current position allows me to practice pharmacy
services by promoting safe, appropriate, and cost effective medication therapy through
therapy management, patient education, and medical staff education in a primary care
clinic.

My teaching background offers a wide variety of experiences that would benefit your
college. | have experience teaching nearly types all medical professionals, students and
patients in a variety of topics including chronic disease states, pharmaceutical therapy,
preventative medicine, career advancement, and leadership topics. | created a lecture
series during my residency called "Pharmacy Professionalism Initiative" designed to
prepare students to gain employment in our competitive job market. | taught leadership
skills an online radio show (podcast) which had over 2,000 listeners. Now, | focus on
helping pre-pharmacy students get into pharmacy school with my website Pharmacy
School HQ.

| have research experience in academic and clinical areas. | achieved publication of two
co-authored meta-analysis on the DPP-1V Inhibitors and vortioxetine. Also, | am working
with two pharmacy students on an academic research project about tutor programs and
practices in pharmacy schools.

| look forward to the opportunity to further discuss how my passion and experience may
serve the Wesleyan University. Please consider viewing my curriculum vitae to review my
background, abilities and passion. | will contact you on November 3rd via email to check
on this position's status.

SIS
Alex Barker PharmD



