Laying Foundation and Authenticating Evidence
Script, Text Message

Lawyer-	Mrs. Jackson, do you have a cell phone?
Witness-	Yes
Lawyer-	Do you regularly receive text messages and calls on your cell phone? 
Witness-	Yes
Lawyer-	Does Mr. Jackson have a cell phone?
Witness-	Yes
Lawyer-	How do you know?
Witness-	Because we exchange text messages and phone calls.
Lawyer-	What are you text messages about? 
Witness-	 The kids, pick up and drop off times, and school. 
Lawyer-	Do you know his number?
Witness-	Yes, it hasn’t changed in 10 years
Lawyer-	Your honor, let the record reflect that I am showing opposing counsel Plaintiff’s Exhibit 10.
(Show to Opposing Counsel)
Lawyer-	Your honor, May I approach the witness? Let the record reflect I am handing the witness what has previously been marked as Plaintiff’s exhibit 10.
 (Show to Witness)
Lawyer-	Do you recognize the document?
Witness-	Yes
Lawyer-	And what is the Document?
Witness-	A print out of a text between me and my ex. 
Lawyer-	Do you recall that text message? 
Witness-	 Yes 
Lawyer-	Does that document accurately reflect the text messages? 
Witness-	 Yes
Lawyer-	Is that Mr. Jackson’s number at the top of the page?
Witness-	Yes it is
Lawyer-	And are you sure it was him texting?
Witness-	Yes
Lawyer-	Are you sure there is nobody else who could have had his phone?
Witness-	Yes, he never lets that phone out of his sight and he never lets anyone else use it. 
Lawyer-	How can you be sure that someone else was not using the phone this one time?
Witness-	Well, Mr. Jackson has a lock on his phone, and I know he does not give that code out to anyone.
Lawyer-	How do you know he keeps his phone locked?
Witness-	After 15 years of marriage, I Know. 
Lawyer-	Now, Mrs. Jackson, can you please read the conversation out loud for the court to hear?
Witness-	Him: when are you picking up the kids?
	Me: what were those texts about last night?
	Him: drunk. Just ignore them
	Me: what do you mean you were drunk?! You have our kids!
	Him: stop bitching they were asleep in their bed, it’s not like anything bad happened.
Lawyer-	Your honor, we ask that exhibit 10 be entered in as evidence
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