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 It was that time of year that the 
Physics kids had prepared for all their 
lives: Th e 2016 Boat Races. Students 
and teachers alike got to enjoy watching 
the day long competition, rooting for 
friends, laughing at the creative teams, 
and gasping at boats that sunk- some that 
even included fellow teachers. Th e Physics 
students got to show off  their knowledge, 
creativity, and humor with the boats they 
made using only duct tape and cardboard. 
While there were many successful boats, 
there was also the occasional boat that 
tipped, throwing its creators into the water. 

Aft er the competition that took 
place on Th ursday, March 31st, the winners 
went back to the pool at lunch on Friday 
to compete for the fi nals. Th e group 
Castaway easily crushed their opponents, 
not only winning the 2016 Boat Races, 
but also breaking the speed record by one 
second with an astonishing 31.86 seconds. 
“It felt really good to win knowing all 
our hard work paid off .” said Junior Joe 
Nam, one of the members on the winning 
boat. Students also tried to break the 
record of the amount of people in a single 

Prom 2k16: A Night to Remember

boat, but sadly the boat tipped before 
anymore people could be squeezed on. 
 “Overall the boat race was a 
great experience. It was a lot of fun to be 
able to collab with students outside of 
class and be creative. Th e amount of time 

and energy students put into their boats 
was impressive and it was great being on 
boat that didn’t sink,” said teacher Mrs. 
Doherty, who went on one of the boats, 
“But it was fun seeing other boats sink!”

Physics Students Sail to an A

photo by Amy NguyenStudents starting some friendly naval warfare at the boat races.

Ben Winter and 
Danielle Nicotera.

photo courtesy of Ben 
Winter

by Kimberly Ramirez
Distribution Chief 
 Saturday, April 9, students 
attended prom at AV Irvine from 
7pm until 11 pm. Th e night was 
spent at a spacious and elegant 
venue fi lled with music, food, and 
activities. Th e theme of prom was 
“What a Time to be Alive” and 
at the end of the night, people 
fl ooded social media with pictures 
and videos of the memorable 
night they spent with friends. 
 Many students who 
attended prom spent their day 
with friends getting ready for the 
big night. Senior Donna Abrantes 
got her makeup done in the early 
aft ernoon by her friend, Amy You, 
and they fi nished getting ready 
together. She enjoyed getting ready 
with her friend and she said, “Amy 
was like a makeup specialist and she 
knows my skin tone better than I 
do.” Aft erwards, Abrantes says they 
went to meet their other friends and 
“Although it sounded like a short 
process, it actually took about two 
hours.” Th is was also true for most 
students, especially girls, who had 
their day fi lled with appointments 
for hair, nails, and makeup so they 
could look their best for prom.
 Once people fi nished getting 

ready for  prom they met their dates 
and friends for pictures then dinner 
together. Senior Christine Baltazar 
says, “First we took pictures at 
Heritage Park. Th en we dined at 
Romano’s Macaroni Grill.” Most 
groups chose to eat beforehand at 
restaurants near the prom location 
so that they would be able to take 
their time and still be able to make 
it to prom in a timely manner. 
Several students went to the Irvine 
Spectrum Center since it was close 
and off ered a variety of restaurants 
to choose from. Abrantes and her 
friends went to the Irvine Spectrum 
Center and said, “We ate at PF 
Changs for an hour, talked, and 
then went into the limo to head 
over to prom.” Students came to 
prom in diff erent vehicles, such as 
cars, limos, or party buses. Abrantes 
went in a limo with her friends while 
Baltazar said, “We got the party 
started with a party bus to prom.” 
People arrived in various vehicles, 
but everyone emerged wearing 
beautiful dresses or dashing tuxes.
 Th e prom took place at AV 
Irvine which included a spacious 
dance room, a second fl oor with 
a balcony overlooking the dance 
fl oor, refreshments, and activities 

for students to do when they 
weren’t out on the dance fl oor. 
Baltazar says, “AV was amazing. 
Th e dance fl oor was modern and 
roomy.” Th ere were also students 
who were pleasantly surprised by 
the way prom turned out. Th ere 
were also students who haven’t 
been to many dances, like Senior 
Timothy Yu, who says, “I was never 
one for dances, but this year’s prom 
changed my mind. To put it simply, 
prom was amazing. Th e venue, 
music, karaoke, slow dances, and of 
course my date were great. Whoever 
planned prom deserves a raise.” 

Th e dance room included 
several lights that fl ashed across 
the room; fi lling the room with an 
upbeat atmosphere. Th e music was 
a major highpoint of the night and 
many people enjoyed the way the 
DJ played a mix of fast and slow 
songs.  Ben Winter and Danielle 
Nicotera were crowned Prom King 
and Queen and Winter says, “I take 
this responsibility very seriously 
and I’m glad I was able to spend 
the night with my beautiful date, 
Braelynn Wilson.”

For students who were 
not on the dance fl oor there were 
also other activities. Baltazar says 

“Jamming out in the karaoke room 
was fun too.” People were able to 
have fun singing along to songs 
with their friends. At the end of the 
night, people left  with memories 
they will never forget. Baltazar says, 
“My favorite part was spending 
the night with friends and seeing 
everyone look AND FEEL 
beautiful. Prom wouldn’t have been 
the same without them because 
it’s not about what you’re doing or 
where you are but who you’re with 
that counts. At the end of the night, 
I felt closer to everybody.”

Memories of 

Mr. Shimogawa 

See Page 12
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by Ashlyn Salao
Assistant Editor  

On Wednesday, March 23, 
students arrived early in the morning 
at Cypress Community Center 
dressed up in slacks, dresses, and 
heels for the annual Mentor Breakfast.

 At the breakfast, students had 
the opportunity to eat a McDonald’s-
sponsored-breakfast with someone from 
the career fi eld that they are interested in. 
Mentors included lawyers, surgeons, police 
offi  cers, journalists, and more, allowing 
students to learn about a wide variety of 
careers. Th is event has been a tradition for 
Cypress High School for about 30 years 
now, and Mr. Delgado, the Cypress High 
School teacher that organizes the breakfast, 
says that the event is put on every year so 

by Doug Perkins
Copy Editor
 Th ere is a new ASB Cabinet here 
at Cypress High School. Th e voting for 
the 2016-2017 school year’s ASB offi  cials 
started on the tenth of March. Aft er two 
days of voting, the results of the election  
were put up on the CHS website. Th e 
results were: ASB President - Corey 
Kuramoto, Vice President - Eric Chun, 
Secretary - Melissa Ortiz-Luis, Treasurer - 
Jacob Mercado, Senior President - Agnes 
Manu, Junior President - Lea El Haddad, 
and Sophomore President - Paul Gang. 
 Before all of those students 
were elected, before they were even 
candidates, they had to go through some 
screening processes, as all ASB members 
do. Th ey were required to meet certain 
academic, disciplinary, and attendance 
standards, and of course, they had to gain 
the esteem of ASB director Ms. Rocha. 
Th en, they were given a week to spread 
their names, plastering themselves all 
over social media and putting up posters. 
Aft er that week, the voting process began 
followed by the release of the results. 

A common thread among the 
newly elected offi  cials is a genuine desire to 
make the atmosphere surrounding Cypress 
High School one of positivity and fun. 
Th is ASB Cabinet emphasizes involvement 
and activity and with such an abundance 
of positive energy, the squad is already 
making sure that next year is a great one. 
 Presiding over ASB next year will 
be soon-to-be senior Corey Kuramoto. 
Being ASB president will come with lots of 
responsibilities, but Kuramoto is looking 
forward to what he has to accomplish the 
next school year.  He states, “Our current 
ASB president, Lindsay Masukawa, is one 

of my role models. She encouraged me to 
get involved on campus, specifi cally with 
ASB. I want to continue her legacy, but I 
have very big shoes to fi ll. I want all our 
students on campus to have a purpose at 
school. Hoping everyone will ‘enjoy’ school 
may be a long shot, but it is a goal I strive 
for.” Kuramoto believes that involvement 
will make coming to class a lot more 
enjoyable. He expands, “If a person gets 
involved at school, whether it be a sport, 
a club, band, etc…, they are more likely to 
have fun at school, which will ultimately 
lead to a more successful school year for 
them. We hope to bring back spirit points 
next year and hopefully that will encourage 
students to participate in more student 
dress-up days, attend more sporting 
events, and be more spirited at pep rallies.”
 Every President needs a Vice 
President, and that’s where Eric Chun 
comes in. Th e pair have similar goals, 
so their complementarity should aid 
the partnership. Chun explains, “I ran 
for Vice President because I wanted 
to assist in the making of the school a 
better place for students to learn and 
live. I hope to bring greatness out of us.”
 Melissa Ortiz-Luis is next year’s 
Secretary. Her major responsibility is to 

keep all of ASB organized by keeping a 
constant record through minutes, the typing 
up of everything that is said in the ASB 
meetings. She states, “I found it to be a vital 
role in ASB, and I believed it was the perfect 
position for me to utilize and sharpen 
my leadership skills.” Melissa is excited 
for her role as a Secretary in the student 
government. She elaborates, “Next year, 
along with the rest of ASB, I aspire to create 
an even more unifi ed campus fi lled with 
school spirit and positivity. I want students 
to feel welcomed and to be just as excited 
as I am for the 2016-2017 school year!”
 As Treasurer, Jacob Mercado will 
be handling all of the bills and fundraisers 
that have to be approved by the ASB 
council. He strives to be an eff ective 
member of the ASB family. Mercado says, 
“I decided to run for Treasurer because 
I wanted to hold a position that is vital 
to the entire ASB program and prove my 
leadership abilities as a member of the 
ASB Cabinet. Some of my character traits 
are essential in the job I’ve been given, 
and I hope to utilize them all in order to 
be successful. In my fi nal year at Cypress, 
I am looking to contribute my creativity 
and intellect to provide an unforgettable 
senior year to our Class of 2017.”

 In charge of running next 
year’s senior events, Agnes Manu has 
some big plans for the next school year. 
She elaborates, “I ran for Senior Class 
President because I wanted to plan the 
class of 2017’s fi nal year at Cypress High 
and make our last moments as seniors 
memorable. In the next year, I hope to 
achieve a fun and successful homecoming. 
Also, I want to have an adventurous 
time at senior events with my friends.” 
 Junior Class President Lea El 
Haddad expresses much positive energy 
with her new position. She laughs, “Honestly, 
I ran to be Junior Class President because I 
really wanted to have fun my junior year 
and get to know my class. I just  felt that if I 
wanted class bonding events I was going to 
have to do it myself.” El Haddad adds, “On 
top of that, I tend to be a really outgoing 
person and ASB seemed like a really great 
opportunity to use that in a positive way.”
 Despite having not been in ASB 
this year, new Sophomore Class President 
Paul Gang is confi dent of his ability to make 
shake things up around campus. He asserts, 
“I was ASB President at Lexington so I have 
a variety of diff erent experiences to help me 
be a good leader. I want to make a change 
to this school. High school is where most 
fond memories will happen. We will have 
many experiences good and bad so why 
not have fun doing it? I want to make sure 
that I am a good role model for not only 
my sophomore class but the whole school. 
I want to make it a year no one will forget.”
 Along with the incoming freshman 
members of ASB, and eventually, a Freshman 
Class President, the upcoming Cabinet 
members are certain to bring new ideas    
and higher levels of spirit to the campus.

by Katreena Erickson
Student Activities Editor

One can practically hear “Pomp 
and Circumstance” playing in the air as the 
days inch closer and closer to May. Over 
the anxiety of nearing AP exams and fi nals, 
excitement is starting to build. Graduation 
is fast approaching now and as seniors 
ready themselves to walk out of Cypress 
High’s gates one last time, some are already 
refl ecting on the things they’ve  experienced 
and the things they’ll miss upon leaving.

Senior Becky Ayala stated 
that she feels “incredibly lucky” to have 
“grown and experienced so many things” 
during her time in Cypress High. “I 
think what has changed most about me 
during my time here is the way I think 
about a lot of things,” she adds. “Cypress 
has granted me the privilege of having 
had such great teachers and friends 
that have infl uenced me a lot.” 

Indeed, one of the many things 
that seniors are sure to miss when leaving 
for college is the multitude of talented 
and passionate teachers on campus. 
“Ms. Lightner, Ms. Cook, Mrs. Fried, 
Mr. Gonzalez…” Ayala says. “Th ey are 

Leaders Chosen in ASB Elections

wonderful teachers...in a way they all 
have made me laugh or smile at some 
point and made a huge impact on my life.”
` “Ms. Weule, Mr. Montrella, 
Mr. Dwyer, Mr. Montiel, and Mr. Leang 
defi nitely,” Senior Donna Abrantes says. 
Just like many other seniors before her, 
Abrantes says she will miss the dedication 
and the friendship of the Cypress High 
teachers. “Dwyer helped me realize a 
passion for engineering. I’ve had Weule 
for four years and she’s taught me a lot of 
life lessons,” she adds. “Mr. Leang is just a 
very memorable person. I like him a lot.”
 However, there is still a lot to look 
forward to aft er high school. As seniors 
leave, no doubt they’ll take with them 
some lasting memories made in one of the 
best schools in America. Senior Nate Jones 
says that he looks forward to “gaining a 
sense of independence” upon leaving. “It’s 
kind of exciting and scary at the same 
time, but soon you’ll be responsible for 
your actions.” Ayala adds, “High school 
is just the beginning of many more 
chapters to come. I look forward to the 
new friends I’ll make, the new things I’ll 
learn, and the new memories I will make.”

that “students can fi nd out more about their 
interests and discover new opportunities.” 

Niketh Kakulawaram, junior, 
says, “It helped me have a clearer 
understanding of what career I want 
and how to get there. Now I know how 
important it is to work hard and take 
any opportunities that are given to me.” 
Many students were also impressed by 
the guest speaker, Gina Osbourn, who is 
an FBI special agent in charge of cyber-
crime and terrorism. However, she now 
also writes pilot episodes for TV shows, 
which inspired many students to pursue 
whatever they are passionate about.

Hopefully, the words of wisdom 
from the mentors at the breakfast will 
be carried with the students, no matter 
what career they decide to pursue. 

Refl ections of CHS Mentor Breakfast

photo courtesy of C.E.H. Wiedel for 
Orange County Breeze

Students excited to learn about new career 
opportunities.

photo courtesy of thelightnc.hellobeautiful.com

New ASB President Corey Kuramoto and VP Eric Chun (center). Photos by Doug Perkins
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By Ashlyn Salao
Assistant Editor 

Students have seen a lot of 
changes at Cypress High School this 
year, including a new water fi ltration 
system and an improved quad,  thanks 
to the RSVP club and Dr. Wales. 

Sophia Soliman, vice president of 
RSVP, said that students are happily surprised 
with the new campus developments, 
especially since this is the fi rst year that 
RSVP has turned ideas into actions. She 
added, “My favorite reaction has been, 
‘Oh, you guys actually did something!’” 

Dr. Wales is also very excited 
about the new changes and the students’ 
positive reactions towards the changes and 
believes that making these changes is a no-
brainer if it means helping students. As 
someone who works closely with RSVP, Dr. 

by Charlotte Cool
Business Manager
 On April 23rd, Mrs. Meyer’s 
Drama class put on a show called Arsenic 
and Old Lace, a story about these two 
old women who put old, lonely, men out 
of their misery by poisoning them with 
elderberry wine.  Meanwhile, Jonathan 
Brewster, the sinister brother, is back in 
town with a vengeance. Mortimer Brewster 
discovers what his aunts are doing, and 
tries to put an end to it. However, being the 
only sane person in a room full of insane 
people is quite an obstacle to overcome. 

Drama put on two shows, 
each played by two diff erent casts. Th e 
leading roles in the matinee show at 2:00 
PM were: Tiff any Norris, starring as 
Abby Brewster: Harmonie Acosta, co-
starring as Martha Brewster: Christopher 
Murray, playing as Mortimer Brewster: 
Th eodore Dambeanu, playing as Teddy 
Brewster: JD Wolfe, playing as Jonathan 
Brewster: Jackson Hart, playing las Dr. 
Einstein: Jacquelyn Nolan, playing as 
Elaine Harper: Sergio Pereyra, playing as 
Lt. Rooney: Jesse May, playing as Offi  cer 
O’Hara: Brittany Pena, playing as Offi  cer 

by Charlotte Cool
Business Manager
 Th e Boys Vs Girls pep rally, 
announced by Jeremiah Skipps and 
Haelee Strong, kicked off  with the National 
Anthem, sung by Jebb Baguioro and Grace 
Kim in a duet. With every note hit perfectly, 
they set the fl ow of the rest of the pep rally. 

Aft er the National Anthem was 

Shannon: JJ McKinney, playing as Offi  cer 
Brophy:  Haylee Barsumian, playing as 
Offi  cer Klein: Priya Swendonson, playing 
as Offi  cer Murphy: Samuel Soto, playing 
as Rev. Dr. Harper: Taylor Phongsavath, 
playing as Mrs. Harper: Christopher 
Bautista, playing as Mr. Gibbs: and Nick 
Pilkington, playing as Mr. Witherspoon. 

Th e students participating in the 
7:00 PM show were: Melissa Hernandez, 
starring as Abby Brewster: Harmonie 
Acosta, co-starring as Martha Brewster: 
Mahmood Jeewa, playing as Mortimer 
Brewster: Joshua Shibley, playing as 
Teddy Brewster: JD Wolfe, playing as 
Jonathan Brewster: Ryan Jacobson, 
playing as Dr. Einstein: Malina Powell, 
playing as Elaine Harper: Sergio Pereyra, 
playing as Lt. Rooney: Jesse May, playing 
Offi  cer O’Hara: Brittany Pena, playing 
Offi  cer Shannon: JJ McKinney, playing 
as Offi  cer Brophy: Monica Gonzales, 
playing as Offi  cer Klein: Priya Swendson, 
playing as Offi  cer Murphy: Samuel Soto, 
playing as Rev. Dr. Harper: Morgan Raes, 
playing as Mrs. Harper: Christopher 
Bautista, playing as Mr. Gibbs: and Nick 
Pilkington, playing as Mr. Witherspoon.

 Mrs. Meyer wanted to give a big 
thanks to Cory Johnson, of Cultural Capital 

Entertainment, for his help with the set, and 
Angela Jeziorski for helping the show go on .  

Drama Produces Arsenic and Old Lace

sung, Girls’ Cheer performed, landing 
every move. Th e cheer squad sported 
an all-black get up with “Girls” written 
on it, clearly showing their support for 
the girls’ side. Advanced Dance was the 
next to perform, also sporting the all-
black look, representing the girls’ side 
once again. Th e Advanced Dance team 
assembled into a triangle formation, 

ending in a line formation with their backs 
revealing their last names and the years 
they were graduating in sparkling pink. 

Aft er the Cheer Squad and 
Advanced Dance performed, the boys and 
girls went face to face in the tarp unrolling 
competition. Th e winning side would have 
the people from their side announced for 
the prom court.  Th e boys’ side took the win, 
and Ben Iserhien and Ben Winter were 
announced as the boys in the prom court. 

Aft er the boys’ prom court was 
unveiled, High Voltage performed, led 
by Sophia Santo. Th ere were both boys 
and girls in High Voltage, so both sides 
were represented in this performance. 
However, all of High Voltage bowed down 
to the female lead sing er, and in Devin 
Mata and Tiff any Norris’ dance duo, 
Devin got down on his knees in front of 
Tiff any in defeat. Next up was Hip Hop, 
which consisted of a dance off  between 
the girls and the boys. Both girls and boys 
in the Hip Hop dance off  were victorious. 

Aft er High Voltage and Hip 
Hop performed, the boys and girls had a 
booty shake off  in the “Junk in the Trunk” 
competition. Two boys and two girls 
from each side were chosen to compete. 

Th e goal: to shake all the ping pong balls 
out of the tissue box that happened to 
be taped to their “trunks.” Th e boys 
took the win once again, and two more 
boys in the prom court were revealed. 
Th e two other boys that were revealed 
were River Robles and Gio Aboytes. 

Up next was Pageantry, 
portraying a very old-fashioned 
performance representing both girls and 
a boys. However, there may be a hint of 
representation for the girls’ side, because 
the gray fl ags turned into a bright pink. 
With not a fl ag dropped, the boys and 
the girls in Pageantry were both winners. 
Varsity Song performed next representing 
both the girls and the boys, having all 
the girls surrounded Jebb at one point.

Aft er Pageantry and Varsity Song 
performed, players from the sports team 
went face to face in a boys versus girls 
donut eating competition. Th e girls took 
the win and the girls’ prom court was 
announced. Th e girls in the prom court are 
Danielle Nicotera, Jenna Dages, Sophia 
Soliman, and Brianna Drakopulos.

Th e Boys Vs. Girls pep rally 
ended with both the boys and the girls 
coming together to represent Cypress 
High School with our school’s alma mater. 

Boys v. Girls Pep Rally Fires Up Students

Wales feels that it’s an excellent way for the 
administration to hear what is important 
to students. She continues, “It empowers 
students to feel like it’s safe for them to voice 
their opinion and that positive things come 
out of it. It makes Cypress a better place, and 
it makes me feel like a mom of 2,800 kids.” 

Along with the water fi ltration 
system and improved quad, students 
can also look forward to new furniture, 
healthier school lunches, and solar 
structures in the parking lot. Dr. Wales 
is also looking to get more devices, faster 
wifi , and more focus in engineering classes 
and robotics so that students are better 
prepared for college and the workplace. 

Cypress High School is on the 
track to becoming more environmentally-
friendly and high tech, proving that 
it really is the best school in America. 

Cypress High Movin’ on Up

photo courtesy of Mrs. MeyerTh e casts in character for their shows.

photo by Charlotte CoolTh e prom court aft er being revealed to the 
student body.

photo by Ashlyn SalaoTh e new system will save thousands of plastic bottles.
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by Alaina Kwan
Photo Editor

  Summer is coming up in a few 
short months and we all know what that 
means. No school and lots of fun. Th ere 
are so many things we can do and so many 
places we can go this summer, especially 
in California. Us Californians have access 
to go to numerous amusement parks 
like Disneyland, Knott’s Berry Farm, Six 
Flags, Soak City, and Universal Studios.
 Another very popular place to go 
to during summer vacation is to the beach, 
especially for teenagers. At the beach you 
can soak up the sun, get a tan, surf, swim, 
play games, and even shop. One beach that 
I recommend going to is Huntington Beach 
because of its shopping on Main Street 
and because it is also the venue for the 
annual U.S. Open Pro Surf Competition. 
Another awesome beach to go to is Seal 
Beach, because it has a nice beach town 
look to it and it’s not super busy. Lastly, I 

by Mikayla Lueders
Staff  Writer/Illustrator
 Th is year we will be electing 
a brand new president. Our California 
primary is on June 7, and anyone who 
is 18 is eligible to vote. Th e deadline 
to turn in your registration form is 
May 23. So, if you want to contribute, 
follow this guide on how to vote!

You can register at http://www.
sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-resources/
new-voters/registering-vote, or pick up a 
form at your local DMV. Any government 
offi  ce and most post offi  ces should have 
forms as well. To be able to register you will 
need some sort of identifi cation, your social 
security number, and your birth certifi cate. 
You will fi ll out a couple questions, turn 
it in and then you’re on your way to go!

Hopefully this helps you on 
your journey of making a diff erence 
for our country.  Happy voting y’all! 

recommend going to any beach in South 
County like Laguna, Newport, A Th ousand 
Steps, or San Clemente. All those beaches 
are nice, quiet, pretty, and very clean. 

 If you plan on taking a vacation this 
summer, I am always in favor of taking a trip 
to Hawaii. Hawaii is a great vacation spot if 
you enjoy a tropical getaway. Th e weather 

is always nice, the beaches are beautiful, 
and there are so many fun resorts to go to 
like Aulani or the Hilton Hawaiian Resort. 
If you plan on going on an international 
vacation I recommend Cancun, Australia, 
or Greece because all three will have 
nice weather and all three have so many 
activities that you can do like going to 
nice beaches or exploring the culture.
 Maybe this summer, you don’t 
want to spend too much money on 
vacation. No worries! Th ere are plenty 
of places you can go to without paying 
for airplane tickets. You can always 
take a road trip instead. A lot of great 
places to road trip to are Las Vegas, Lake 
Havasu, Lake Arrowhead, or Lake Tahoe.
 Overall, there are so many 
options that you can go with for a vacation 
this summer, especially since we live 
in California. All of the recommended 
places have plenty of things to do 
and places to see. Th erefore, you can’t 
go wrong with any of these choices.

Great Summer 16 Views

How 
To Vote

by Abigail Hopkins-Perrucci
Staff  Writer

Drumline has had an outstanding 
year. Th e school’s drumline worked very 
hard over the past year to show their 
stuff  and prove they could be part of the 
best drumlines in Southern California. 
Competing against schools like Arroyo, 
West Lake, and Sunny Hills, they proved 
that they are ready to compete in Open 

class. Th eir show Forever was based loosely 
on the movie Age of Adaline and showed the 
story of a young woman who couldn’t age. 

Th e Cypress drumline worked 
hard from 2:00-5:00 every Monday 
and Wednesday along with Saturday 
practices from 9-5. Cristiana Ignacio, 
senior and drum captain, said “My 
favorite thing about this season is feeling 
accomplished aft er a successful rehearsals 

and seeing everyone feel the same way.” 
Th e season ended at semifi nals 

when the drumline got sixth place by 
.21 points, just barely missing their spot 
to championships. Cristiana said “I’m 
very happy with this season because 
I’ve seen so many young musicians 
improve. I’m also really proud to see 
the entire ensemble become close 
family as the season came to an end.” 

With the drumlines season 
completely over, they now start a new 
year starting off  with clinics. Clinics have 
already passed but if you are still interested 
in joining please e mail Mr.Qurion. 
To end this article we have a tip from 
Cristiana, “To the future percussionists: 
do not take your position for granted. 
When you’re not practicing, someone 
else is practicing to take your spot.”

Cypress Drumline Going Strong
photo from tripadvisor.comA beautiful beach on Lake Tahoe.

photo from motherjones.com
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by Alexandra Moreno 
Front Page Editor 
 As summer is rapidly approaching, 
the one thing on everybody’s mind is how 
to obtain and maintain the perfect summer 
body. Getting your beach body ready for all 
the new bathing suits you plan on lounging 
around in is a simple must. Th e three steps 
to achieving this perfect summer body are: 
Finding the perfect bathing suit, making 
sure you love it on yourself, and wearing it. 
  An important aspect of the process is to 
fi nd the perfect bathing suit. Now, it might 
seem easy and quick but this is just as 
important as any other step. You want to 
make sure that you’re comfortable with the 
color and design of the swimwear. If you’re 
daring and want to make a statement, 
you may want to go with a neon color or 
have bottoms with really fl ashy designs. If 
your style is more on the simple side, you 
can never go wrong with one basic color. 

by Doug Perkins
Copy Editor

 Marko Rakonjac is an eighteen-
year-old senior here at Cypress High School 
who can play a multitude of instruments. 
He “dabbles” with the drums, the organ, 
the violin, the harmonica and more, but 
his main focus is the guitar. “I sing too,” 
Rakonjac expands, “I guess that’s a big one.” 
 Rakonjac explains how his 
interest in the guitar was sparked in his 
seventh grade guitar class. He states, 
“Seventh grade I pic ked up the guitar 
and just played a C chord and I was like 
wow, that’s beautiful. I went home and 
just played for like fi ve hours. I learned 
some chords in that class but I mainly 
just taught myself at home.” Also, that 
same year his brother told him about Th e 
Strokes, and “it all changed from there.” 
 Rakonjac talks about his favorite 
artists, “Th e main ones right now are 
the Beatles, the Kinks, and the Velvet 
Underground for sure. I’ve also been 
listening to King Gizzard and the Lizard 
Wizard and Kid’s Bop.” He also looks up 
to Canadian singer-songwriter Neil Young. 
Rakonjac explains, “I admire Neil Young 
because he took care of himself and played 

 by Alyse Davidson
Business Manager
 Many people exclaim that their 
eyes change color, but is that really 
scientifi cally accurate? The answer is no, 
you cannot go from brown eyes to blue 
eyes unless you purchase colored contacts. 
However, your normal eye color can change 
into different shades of that color, according 
to skintots.com, for the following reasons.
When your body releases a particular 
hormone, your pupils change size, which 
makes the color around your eye lighten, 
making it appear more vibrant than 
usual. In addition to the hormones your 
body releases, certain illnesses can cause 
your eyes to turn yellow or greenish. 

When one’s eyes cry or become red from 
irritation, the red in the normally white 
part of your eye could contrast with 
the color of your eye, making the color 
stand out more. Wearing contrasting 
colors have similar effects as well. 
 Also, long exposure in the sun 
can darken the color of your eyes due to 
the melanin your body produces while 
in the sun. The melanin is released into 
your eye, making higher concentration 
around the pupil, essentially darkening it.
 The last reason your eyes may 
be changing shade is your diet. Mass 
consumption of Vitamin C makes your 
eyes turn to a lighter shade as well. 
Drinking a lot of water keeps your eyes 

Can Your Eyes Really 
Change Color?

  Th e second step is to try the bathing suit 
on and make sure you are content with 
the way it looks and feels. Remember, it 
is going to be worn when you go for a dip 
so it must last when the waves violently 
come crashing down. You want a bathing 
suit that is going to fi t comfortably and be 
nice quality. I highly suggest investing in 
good quality swimwear so that it lasts long.
 Th e fi nal step is just put it on. Yes, I said 
just put it on. As long as you love the color 
and are happy with the way it fi ts, then 
your body is offi  cially beach ready! Nobody 
should be ashamed or frightened to wear a 
bathing suit in public because of societies 
beauty standards of what bodies are 
supposed to look like. All bodies are beach 
bodies no matter the color, shape, length, 
and size. Th is summer, make it a point to 
not let body standards aff ect the way you 
spend your time. If you want to lay out of 
the hot sand and get a nice tan, go for it.  

Rock Th e Bikini
his cards right. He’s played solid music all his 
life and still sounds good. He’s a cool dude.”
 Not only does Rakonjac play 
a wide variety of instruments, he writes 
music as well. He has even done some 
recording of his own. Rakonjac explains, 
“I have a karaoke microphone that came 
with a portable speaker that I bought 
from Costco. Th at’s what I use to record. 
I’m really just in it for fun; I do it in my 
spare time. If I make money off  of it in the 
future that’s cool, but that’s not why I’m 
doing it.  I’m going to be putting it all up 
on bagelpop.bandcamp.com sometime 
soon. My moniker is Bagel Pop because 
it’s good music to eat a bagel to. I would 
call what I play underground and garage 
because it’s all about doing it yourself. I love 
jamming with other people but I have been 
recording solely by myself. It’s given me full 
creative control, and I can express myself 
fully. But creativity isn’t total freedom. It’s 
being able to work within the parameters 
you’ve been given. It’s about creating 
something new out of something old. 
Something out of nothing. Solo work has 
let me explore deeper into music and into 
myself. Th at’s where the beauty of it comes 
from. Music is an art, it’s gotta be beautiful.”

Doug’s Musicians
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Marko Rakonjac 

plenty hydrated and also lighter in color. 
 So if you ever wonder why 
your eyes look different than usual, 
one of these could be your answer.

Senior
Information
Senior Finals: 
May 19th and 20th
Senior Yearbook 
Distribution: 
May 20th
Perfect Attendance 
Luncheon: 
May 20th
Senior Pool Party: 
May 23rd
Graduation: May 
26th 1:00 p.m.
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 by Amy You
Staff  Writer                                                                                                                            

So you have come a long way 
and now you are fi nally graduating. 
Congratulations! Now you have to learn 
how to be… an adult. You might fi nd it 
to be either devastating or very exciting 
to venture out and live by yourself. 
Here are some tips that might help you 
before you freak out about graduating.

1. Going out to a real life
Th roughout the past 18 years, 

you have lived by the mandatory rules. 
You didn’t really get to choose what 
classes you want to take or what kind of 
dinner you wanted to eat. Well, as you 
are entering into adulthood, you have 
to learn how to make your own choices, 
but keep in mind that with the freedom 
of choice comes the responsibility. 
‘You cannot escape the responsibility of 
tomorrow by evading it today.” -Abraham 
Lincoln

2. What do you want to do?
 You were probably fl ooded with 
this question already, but have you ever 
sincerely asked yourself this question? It is 
very important to know what you want to 
do with your life before starting anything. 
Make a list of all the things you want to 
achieve. Another tip: what you want to do 
with your life is diff erent from how to make 
a living. Diff erentiate between these two 

by Sophia 
Soliman
Editor-in-Chief
 Aft er four years of high 
school, most seniors graduate with 
wisdom, self-refl ection, and a few 
regrets. As the Class of 2016 graduates, 
they have some parting advice they’d 
like to pass onto the underclassmen. 
Academic: 
 Th e most popular advice seniors 
want to pass on is the generic, but truthful 
adage, “Take AP classes and get involved.” 
However, some advice goes deeper than 
that. Th ey advise underclassmen to commit 
to things with the mentality of “quality 
over quantity.” Grace Yoon advises, “Don’t 
overdo yourself with classes/clubs, but 
learn to choose wisely so you can commit 
and invest time rather than thinning 
yourself out too much over so many things.” 

Cypress alumni unanimously 
advise students to take AP classes, as it really 
does save money for college. Students also 
warn that you shouldn’t try to take more 
than three AP classes in a year, so as not to 
overwhelm yourself. While taking a lot of 
AP classes is an important part of college 
admissions, it’s important to ensure that you 
do not decimate your GPA in the process. 

Senior Victor Le states, “To all 
those future ambitious college applicants, 
push yourself in high school with AP’s but 
don’t overdo it with your AP class load. 
Oft en, it is better to have a good GPA than 
a ton of C’s and B’s in AP classes.” Senior 

Advice to Graduating Seniors From a Senior 
things when setting long term goals.
“If opportunity doesn’t knock, build a door.”
-Milton Berle
3. Th e journey

Th e next step is to make your 
own path to reach your dreams. You 
have to constantly remind yourself that 
miracles do not happen to those who 
are lazy. Commitment is the key in 
achieving anything. Yes, I know how 
hard it is to keep commitments, but 
one thing that can defi nitely give you a 
boost is motivation. Find out what your 
driving force is that makes you work hard. 
“Go confi dently in the direction of  your 
dreams.” -Henry David Th oreau

4. Take a compass, not a map
 A map contains all the trails and 
shortcuts you can follow to reach a place. 
However, try gaining some courage to only 
take a compass. Don’t be afraid of failures 
and just think of them as stepping stones 
to success. Th ere is no one in this world 
who has succeeded without overcoming 
failures at least a handful of times. Also 
keep in mind that although you cannot 
have a good start without planning fi rst, 
there is also an extent to which you can 
prepare. Do not stress so much when 
things do not go the way you have planned.
“Do not follow where the path may lead. Go 
instead, where there is no path and leave a 
trail.” -Ralph Waldo Emerson

Alexander Yepez advises you to “set 
realistic minor goals that will eventually 
lead you to your major goal.” He specifi cally 
recommends using a planner for this.
 Cypress Alum Kiley Wart advises, 
“Do not base yourself worth or the worth 
of others off  a grade or an SAT score. Also, 
where you get into/go to college doesn’t 
defi ne you. It doesn’t matter if you’re at 
Cypress College or Harvard, don’t let anyone 
make you feel small. No matter what you 
choose to do aft er high school, if you work 
hard enough, you are destined for success.”
Social: 
 One of the most popular pieces 
of advice from an informal Facebook 
survey was to “talk to more people.” While 
it may seem weird or awkward to strike 
up conversation with a stranger, it was too 
popular of a response to be unimportant. 
Senior Phero Ngo states, “Don’t be afraid 
to talk to new people and try out new 
things, like joining a club. High school is 
all about fi nding what you like to do and 
what you want to do. It’s okay to make 
mistakes...Test scores don’t defi ne you as a 
person. High school only happens once, so 
make it count.” 

Many advise underclassmen to 
spend as much time with their friends as 
possible, since aft er high school, it’s harder 
to see maintain those friendships. Inversely, 
Senior Jacquelyn Nolan states, “Don’t freak 
out when you fi nd that you have fewer and 
fewer close friends, it’s a part of growing 
up and moving on. Some people just won’t 
make it into the next chapter of your life.”

Seniors simply feel that high 
school is an irreplaceable chapter in your 
life that must be cherished. Simply enjoy 
every moment of high school and carpe 
diem. Senior Jaret Davey states, “It’s the 
smallest, most insignifi cant moments 
that defi ne who you are. Seize them all.”
Miscellaneous:
 High school is full of opportunities 
and seniors encourage you to get yourself 
out there, try new things, be bold, and, 
as former Centurion Nataly Meth 
stated, “Manifest your own happiness.”

 Western Senior, Lesley Aguirre, 
advises that, “Whenever you miss a position, 
instead of being sad and moping around, get 
back up and say ‘What’s next?’ Th e moment 
you let that failure defi ne you, it keeps you 
from reaching the next big opportunity and 
high school is all about new opportunities.” 

Don’t procrastinate and instead 
pursue what you’re passionate about while 
you’re still in high school. Cypress graduate 
Bradley Dickinson states, “Don’t wait for 
college to volunteer for and learn about the 
things you care about. If you wanna make 
fi lms, do it, if you wanna be a vet, volunteer 
at a shelter. Start doing what you love 
now, so that you’ll be good at it sooner.”
 Th roughout high school, there 
are going to be moments of insecurity and 
times when you doubt your abilities as 

this is a natural side eff ect of growing up. 
Senior Samantha Satre encourages you to 
never underestimate yourself. She states, 
“If anyone says you can’t do something, 
or you don’t think you can do something, 
prove yourself and others wrong.”
 In conclusion, Cypress Alumni 
Christian Gladfelter stated, “Wishing 
things were diff erent is a great way to 
torture yourself. Swallow your pride but 
have confi dence in yourself. Conquer your 
fears but trust your gut. Get to the point 
and make high-quality friends rather than 
high-quantity. Make big decisions and your 
biggest dreams will come true. You never 
have to deal with more than one moment 
at a time. Nobody has it ‘all fi gured out.’ 
And above all, “Don’t worry about every 
little thing; Everythi ng’s gonna be all right.”

Sophia’s Declassifi ed: School Survival Guide 

5. College Advice
 Before entering college, here are 
some things you can do to make your college 
life easier. First, apply for scholarships. 
Tuition, food, books, and other expenses 
pile up and you could always use some 
extra money. Th ere are tons of scholarships 
available for you out there and if you look 
hard enough, there might even be a perfect 
one for you. Next, visit the campus and 
research about what kind of majors they 
specialize in and types of degrees you 
can earn for each of the majors you are 
interested in. Having even a little of bit of 
information before entering the battlefi eld 

can make a huge diff erence in the long run.
When you are in college, remind 

yourself that it is a place where you explore. 
Try everything you can and meet everyone 
you can. You might be surprised to learn 
some things you didn’t know about yourself. 
Also, try to get as much real-life work 
experience as possible, like volunteering 
or even a part-time job. Th ere are aspects 
of life you can learn more about by hands-
on experience rather than in books.
“Twenty years from now, you will be more 
disappointed by the things you didn’t do 
than by the ones you did do… Explore. 
Dream. Discover.” -Mark Twain
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by Katreena Erickson and Kimberly 
Ramirez
Copy Editor and Distribution Chief
 Tom McCarthy’s Spotlight is a 
powerful fi lm, with gripping storytelling 
and a compelling message that will make 
audiences unexpectedly emotional. Set 
in the late 1970’s, the movie follows the 
journey of Th e Boston Globe’s “Spotlight” 
team as they investigate and uncover 
the dark secrets of the Catholic Church, 
and expose the cover-up of systematic 
child abuse that ran rampant in Boston.
 Th e fi lm is a moving testament 
to the importance of journalism. In a 
society that is content to let dark secrets lie 
undisturbed for the sake of appearance, the 
Spotlight team pushes for the truth, even if 
it means going against powerful institutions 
like the church. Michael Keaton, who plays 
a steely and shrewd Walter Robinson, 
shines alongside other big names like 
Mark Ruff alo, Rachel McAdams, and Liev 
Schreiber—and the cast of amazing actors 

by Monica Gonzalez 
Entertainment Editor    
         Disney’s magic strikes again and this 
time around the magic revolves around 
their hit animated fi lm, Zootopia.  Earning 
a 98% on Rotten Tomatoes and a 78% on 

Spotlight Casts Light On Catholic Church Secrets 
works together to portray all the grit, 
hard-work, and sometimes mundanity, 
involved in chasing an elusive story.

Most of the scenes are sprinkled 
with  frantic phone-calling, emotional 
interviews with abuse survivors, and paper 
shuffl  ing. In seeking to make the world of 
journalism in the movie painfully realistic 
and immersive, McCarthy will at times 
make his viewers suff er through dreary 
and uninteresting scenery (like rows of 
cubicles and dull-carpeted fl oors). Th e 
dialogue in the beginning of the movie is 
mundane and uninteresting, but as soon as 
the team picks up their long-awaited story, 
conversations are powerful and intelligent.
 Perhaps the most admirable thing 
about Spotlight is that it does not seek 
to portray the investigative journalists 
as perfect heroes. Each person is fl awed 
to a certain extent. Keaton’s Robinson 
admits to a moment of cowardice that led 
him to delay the release of the story for 
years, and Ruff alo portrays his character, 

Metacritic, Zootopia has earned $855.1 
million in the box offi  ce nationwide.  
Although Zootopia is a family fi lm, it appeals 
to all audiences on all diff erent levels.  
Zootopia is set in the metropolitan city 
of Zootopia, a city where all animals live 

Mike Rezendez, as too impulsive and, 
in rare moments, opportunistic. In fact 
it is only the introduction of editor 
Marty Baron (played by Liev Schreiber) 
that gets the Spotlight team back on 
its feet, chasing aft er a story that will 
unravel years of cover-ups and injustice.

 In short, Spotlight is truly 
deserving of the many accolades and 
praises it has received. Powerful acting, 
compelling storytelling, and an engaging 
script propel the fi lm to a whole new 
level. Audiences might fi nd themselves 
enlightened, and even challenged, by the 
message it sends—but not disappointed. 

Marvel’s Netfl ix Drama Daredevil Packs A Punch 
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by Monica Gonzalez 
Entertainment Editor 
 Forget House of Cards, forget 
Orange is the New Black, and most 
importantly forget Jessica Jones.  Netfl ix’s 
new hit superhero drama Marvel’s 
Daredevil is back and grittier than ever.  
Daredevil is the show to binge watch, with  
season two currently streaming, and fans 
have not been disappointed at all.  Daredevil 
is a show that will leave you biting your 
nails with surprises at every corner with 
amazing cinematography, great action 
sequences, and a climax in every episode.
  Aft er Ben Affl  eck’s 2003 movie 
fl op, also named Daredevil, the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe decided to give the 
much loved character of Matt Murdock/ 
Daredevil another opportunity to 
shine.  Th ey teamed up with media giant 
Netfl ix to create a t.v. show consisting 
of thirteen episodes per season and 
BAM! Th e Daredevil t.v.  show was born.
Daredevil revolves around the double life 
of Matt Murdock, a 30-something blind 
bachelor in Hell’s Kitchen, New York, who 
is a lawyer by day and vigilante at night.  
He beats up criminals and saves people 
from being hurt in Hell’s Kitchen- just your 
average lawyer/vigilante.  What makes 
Daredevil such an interesting superhero 
in the Marvel Cinematic Universe is that 
even though he is a great fi ghter who 

is constantly getting in a fi ght with the 
criminals that roam around his city, he’s 
blind yet he knows how to throw a mean 
punch.  When he lost his eyesight as a young 
boy, his remaining senses were heightened 
which led him to “see” even better.  His 
abilities include having super- human 
hearing and being able to predict when and 
where someone is going to punch him by 
keeping track of people’s movements and 
by the way they carry themselves.  Th is 
is what makes him such a great fi ghter; 
he calculates fi rst and then he punches.  
In addition to being a great fi ghter, Matt 
Murdock is also a great lawyer.  He runs his 
own fi rm, Nelson and Murdock, with his 
fellow friend Foggy Nelson and secretary 
Karen Page.  Matt and Foggy make a great 
team, and together they are able to bring 
many villains to justice like Wilson Fisk, the 
ultimate kingpin of Hell’s Kitchen.  Th eir 
secretary Karen Page, isn’t just a pretty face-
she is an avid researcher and contributes a 
lot to the main plot of the season and to the 
court cases that Matt and Foggy take on.
Th e great thing about Daredevil is that 
even though it has a lot of action, there is 
mystery, romance, underlying social and 
political messages, and great characters.   
Th e cinematography in the show is 
amazing with exciting one shot fi ght scenes 
in hallways and staircases.  Th e show is shot 
so well that even in tight places and corners 

you are captivated by the action playing 
on in the screen.  Daredevil is a show 
that is defi nitely a lot grittier than most 

of the stuff  Marvel produces, but despite 
its grittiness it is a great show to watch, 
because it has something for everyone.  

Zootopia For BothYoung and Old Viewers 
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and thrive.  When newbie cop bunny, 
Judy Hopps (Ginnifer Goodwin) becomes 
the fi rst ever rabbit cop, she faces a lot 
of hardships and stereotypes she needs 
to overcome.  On the job, she realizes 
how tough it can be to enforce the law.  
Desperate to prove herself, Judy jumps 
at the opportunity to solve a mysterious 
case that involves the disappearances of 
various citizens of Zootopia.  With the 
help of her sly sidekick, Nick Wilde (Jason 
Bateman) they embark on an adventure 
fi lled with laughs and various plot twists.    
Zootopia is a children’s fi lm and on the 
surface it is, it is fi lled with very funny 
moments that will make kids laugh and 
teaches kids to never give up on their dreams.  
 However, when adults take 
their kids to see this fi lm, they do get the 
surface level of the fi lm, but they also 
see the underlying themes that Zootopia 
incorporates into the fi lm’s script.  Th e 
fi lm has social commentary on sexism, 
social stereotypes, and corruption.  Judy 

Hopps faces a lot of sexism in her job as 
a cop because of her small stature and 
because she is a female and in the eyes of 
her comrades “doesn’t belong” in the police 
workforce.  Th ere are also social stereotypes 
of how society creates specifi c stereotypes 
for certain types of people.  For example, 
Nick is a fox and is called a “predator” and 
because of that other animals fear him 
because of his inherent nature of being 
an animal who kills and hunts.  Th ese 
stereotypes aff ect him and shape how 
society sees him as a person.  Corruption 
is a main theme in this fi lm because of 
how the government abuses their power 
to make animal predators look like the bad 
guys.  In the character Bellwhether (Jenny 
Slate) we see how the government can 
target a specifi c group and socially outcast 
them and treat them as a lesser species. 
Zootopia is a great fi lm and is 
appropriate for all audiences.  It 
explores social prejudices while giving 
us an ensemble of characters that bring    
hilarity and life to the silver screen.  

photo from IMDB.com
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by Vanessa Felix 
Layout Editor 
 Batman vs Superman: Dawn of 
Justice was awaited excitedly by fans all over 
the world that have been waiting for a new 
movie from both franchises for over three 
years. And although it was supposed to be 
a clear winner, it was a disappointment 
to many. It seemed like a failed attempt 
at catching up to Marvel Studios and it 
turned out worse than ever especially 
with how long and drawn out it was. 
 Th e two superheroes don’t live 
up to their iconic history and lose their 
 dignity as they are portrayed as constantly 
annoyed, manipulated, or angry. Th e 
movie showed no character development 
or any depth within them, instead it 
seemed like it was crowded with actors 

by Michael Gomez
Distribution Chief
  Darks Souls 3 is the third install-
ment of the critically acclaimed Dark Souls 
franchise. Developed by From Soft ware 
and Published by Namco Bandai Entertain-
ment, Dark Souls 3 is an action RPG that 
will test your skills, wits, and sanity with its 
intentional Hard diffi  culty. Since it’s an RPG 
(Role Playing Game), in the beginning you 
are given a set of classes you can pick from 

that are presets of what type of character 
and build you want to be. You can be a war-
rior who specializes in sword and shield, 
a knight with a super greatsword, a thief 
that relies on quick refl exes and daggers, a 
Mage with the arcane power of the sun, etc. 

What makes Dark Souls 3 diff er-
ent though, is that classes do not restrict 
you. With the leveling up mechanic, you 
can be a warrior but still be able to use ar-
cane power. A thief can duel wield two su-

that they barely scratched the surface on. 
 Th e plot seemed to drone on 
forever, which is pretty unusual for an 
action fi lm. It’s packed with a million 
storylines instead of going into depth 
with one. Th e movie is quite cheesy, it 
seems like there are hundreds of reasons 
why Superman and Batman are feuding 
but never gets down to the root of it, 
and wasn’t that the point of the movie? 
 It could have been an amazing 
movie with the director showing us 
about about how people portray what 
is right and wrong because it’s not a 
secret that the two heroes have opposing 
philosophies, but it wasn’t. Th e movie 
lacked depth, was complete mayhem, 
and ultimately a disappointment. 

Batman vs Superman: The Movie We Deserve, 
But Not the One We Saw  

Say Goodbye to Sanity With Dark Souls 3
per great swords. A Mage that duel wields 
two shields and can still be able to play 
properly. Th e possibilities are endless if you 
know what you are doing. If you are new to 
the Souls series, the recommendation for 
beginners is the Warrior class. Th is class is 
well balanced, a high attack rate and is an 
easier class to start with. You also start with 
a sword and shield. Bonfi res will be back 
with the fast traveling function still intact to 
traverse the world of DS3. Th e world may be 
convoluted but it will be up to the player to 
fi gure it out like the rest of the Souls Series.
     Th e movement is that similar to 
Dark Souls 1 and BloodBorne. Blocking 
and rolling is back from DS1 and move-
ment speed is back from BB. Combat in 
Dark Souls 3 is new this time around. Ev-
ery single type of weapon will have a diff er-
ent Art Style. For example, a straight sword 
and a katana will have diff erent strikes, 
thrusts and attributes you can choose 
from to fi t your kind of character. Stance 
Switching changes with every weapon hav-
ing a diff erent attack if used with one or 
two hands. Magic is entirely diff erent. Th e 
magic gauge, meaning mana for the func-
tion of magic casting, is back from De-
mon Souls. Spells are less similar to each 

other and serve diff erent purposes such 
as a Soul Dart, a fast projectile, or a Soul 
Greatsword, a spell that unleashes a mas-
sive magic slashing attack. Since you have 
a gauge for magic now, you will now need 
something to replenish it. Th at’s where the 
Ash Estus Flask. Similar to the original 
Estus Flask that replenishes health points, 
the Ash Estus Flask refi lls magic points.
 Th e enemies of Dark Souls 3 get a 
huge change of what they can do. Each and 
every single enemy will be entirely diff erent 
from others. Combat styles will be diff erent, 
strengths and weaknesses, transformations, 
etc. Th e enemies of Dark Souls 3 will be 
harder than ever. Boss fi ghts get a new look 
with the “heat up factor” meaning that the 
boss you were fi ghting for fi ve minutes can 
change and will have a whole diff erent fi ght-
ing style that will throw most players off .
 Th e story behind Dark Souls 3 is 
one  of mystery. Th e Lords of Cinder are res-
urrected by an unknown force and you must 
fi ght them for the second time. Th at mean’s 
Gwyn from Dark Souls 1 and Th e Giant 
Lord from Dark Souls 2 are back and stron-
ger than ever. But don’t worry, Dark Souls 
3 may be challenging, but it is still possible. 

photo from gamestop.com 

by Abigail Hopkins-Perrucci
Staff  Writer

Gaycation is a show some people 
think would have been cleared to air on TV 
ten years ago. Th e show follows star Ellen 
Page and her friend Ian Daniel as they travel 
to four countries (Japan, Brazil, Jamaica, 
and America) to see how the LGBTQIA+ 
community is treated in each. It made a 
statement to the world to wake up to the 
problems of people who don’t conform 
to traditional gender and sexuality roles.

Th e series really highlighted 
what it means to be in the LGBTQIA+ 
community in other countries and how 
hard it is to be yourself or even survive. It 
showed the true hardships of people who 
were judged and even threatened with their 
lives just because of the way they identify. 
For example, one episode featured people 
in Jamaica who received acid burns because 
they were trans, or another in Japan where 
a young man had to hire someone to act as 
a friend when he came out to his mother.

Th e TV show highlights not just 
what people face in other countries, but 
our own. In the season fi nale Ellen and 
Ian face facts at home going to the NY 
pride parade, talking to Native Americans 
on their views, interviewing trans activist 
Miss Major, who had a large role in 

the Stonewall riots, and even trying to 
interview Ted Cruz who, early in his 
campaign, visited a preacher who believes 
all LBGT+ people should be put to death.

In the end the show really 

Gaycation Shows LGBT+ Community Worldwide 

photo from IMDB.com

photo from IMDB.com

brought to life just how hard life can be 
for LGBTQIA+ people no matter where 
they live yet emphasized that there is 
more privilege for others depending on 
where they lived. It really hit home for 

people, helping them realize that their 
friends and family in the LGBTQIA+ 
community can always use their support 
and that everyone needs to stick together 
because the fi ght for equality is not over.
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by Abigail Hopkins-Perrucci
Staff  Writer

 Released on April 15, 2016 Disney’s 
Jungle book remake is something that 
transports you back to your childhood, but 
with a twist. Th is version is much darker 
and shows the true ways of the jungle. 
Starring actors and actresses such as Bill 
Murray, Ben Kingsley, Lupita Nyong’o, 
Idris Elba, and Scarlett Johansson, this 
movie is anything but a disappointment.

Disney took a movie we all 
know and love for its music and theatrics 
and almost tells the story from an older 
point of view. Th ey put a spin on some of 
the most iconic songs, for example King 
Louie’s I Wanna Be Like You which now 
is more of a passive aggressive threat than 
the original. Th e slow jazz and minor 
chords, along with the voice of Christopher 
Walken, makes for a scarier tone than the 
original. Producer Jon Favreau has taken 
the legend and made another version for 
the older audience, almost as if the movie 
was growing with the people who’ve 
watched it when they were younger.

Th e movie is still like the one we all 
know and love, but if you want all the songs 

of innocent childhood then you should stick 
to the original. Th is movie has less singing 
and sticks more to the reality of Mowgli 
living in the jungle. It deals a lot with death 
and the threats Mowgli faces on a daily basis 
while living in a place he “doesn’t belong.”

Th e movie’s animation quality 
is completely amazing. When you watch 
the movie you feel like you’re there in the 
jungle. Th e CGI in this move Has quality 
unlike any other and the acting by Neel 
Sethi is exceptional. He acted out the entire 
movie with nothing but puppets and people 
with cardboard cutouts of the animals. 
Disney has a strict no wild animals policy 
so Neel was left  with assistants in green 
morph suits acting out the scenes with 
him. It seems as though this movie is a 
big push for CGI and movies that mix the 
two in general. With Deadpool showing 
just how far CGI has come and the Jungle 
Book slamming it home, it’s apparent to 
see that there are lots of opportunities 
in the future for this area of animation. 
Fortunately for us, rumors of Th e Jungle 
Book 2 have been heard and the unoffi  cial 
release date sets it for theaters late October.

Disney’s Live-Action 
The Jungle Book Shows 
Dark Side Of Story 
“Th is is the law of the jungle, as old and as true as the sky, And the wolf that 

shall keep it may prosper, but the wolf that shall break it must die. As the creeper 
that girdles the tree trunk, the law runneth forward and back; For the strength 
of the pack is the wolf, and the strength of the wolf is the pack.”  -Rudyard Kipling

by Alexandra Moreno 
Front-Page Editor
  In the dictionary, poetry is 
defi ned as “a literary work in which special 
intensity is given to the expression of 
feelings and ideas by the use of distinctive 
style and rhythm.” Th e defi nition clearly 
does not do it justice. Poetry is truly an art 
form that aff ects the souls of many. If you’re 
looking to expand your creative side of the 
brain, expand your horizon or just want 
something diff erent to read and watch, 
these poetry related media are the way to go.  
 Button Poetry is a channel on 
YouTube that features hundreds of poets 
performing all over North America. 
Th e performances are categorized into 
46 diff erent playlists that will fi t for 
the viewers’ interests. Th is is a perfect 
alternative to experience all the feelings 
mentally and still see it being physically 
performed in front of your eyes. Th is 
channel gives everybody a chance to 
enjoy poetry even if they aren’t typically 
readers. Some suggestions you may want 
to check out are Explaining My Depression 
to My Mother,OCD,and Girl Code 101. 
  No Matter the Wreckage by Sarah 
Kay is a beautiful book fi lled with poems 
that discuss love, family, traveling, and 
funny stories about inanimate objects. 
One of Kay’s more popular poems is called 
“B.” which she performed during her 
TedTalk. In that poem, Kay talks about 
the mother she would be for her daughter. 
Th e poem covers the topics of love and 
loss, with hints of personifi cation and 

metaphors thrown into it. Another great 
poem in the book is “Hiroshima.” Th is 
poem goes over hope and has traces of 
Kay’s personality in it. Overall, this book 
is truly a gift  and is highly recommended. 
 I Wrote Th is For You is a poetry book 
that isn’t like a basic poetry book. A few 
things that make this book quite diff erent 
are that it doesn’t have an author and there 
are photos on every page. Th e intro of 
this book quite simply says, “I need you 
to understand something. I wrote this for 
you. I wrote this for you and only you. 
Everyone else who reads it, doesn’t get it. 
Th ey may think they get it, but they don’t. 
Th is is the sign you’ve been looking for. You 
were meant to read these words.” If just the 
intro isn’t appealing enough for you, then 
the poems themselves will fi ll your heart 
with hope and joy. Other poetry books 
you may want to take into consideration 
to sit down and read are Milk and Honey 
by Rupi Kaur, Beautiful Chaos and Black 
Butterfl y by Robert M. Drake, and literally 
any Maya Angelou or Sylvia Plath book. 
 In general, poetry doesn’t get the 
recognition that it deserves. If you have a 
chance to get to your nearest book stores 
and pick a few of these out, it is highly 
recommended. You may feel that you 
actually really enjoy poetry and want to get 
more into it. If you end up loving watching 
poetry, then maybe look into attending 
live spoken word poetry performances. 

Poetry All Students 
Can Enjoy

photo from Amazon.com photo from cinemabravo.com

photo from cinemabravo.com 
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 by Alaina Kwan
Photo Editor

      
 So far in the 2016 season, our 
track and fi eld team has had a great start 
to league. On the girl’s side, they are 
undefeated with a record of 4-0, and the 
boys have a record of 3 -1. Last week, both 
teams trumped the trolls, moving the girls 
team into fi rst and the boys team into 
second in the Empire League. In previous 
weeks, the team has went against Pacifi ca, 
Tustin, and Valencia, where this girls came 
out victorious in all matchups, but only 
the boy’s team lost to Valencia.

With this consistent record, 
junior Sennia Corbin stated, “Although 
our team is a lot smaller than usual, we 
came together and worked hard as a team 
to remain undefeated in league. Knowing 
that, we are very hopeful that we will have 

by Mikayla Lueders
Staff  Writer

 So far, the Boy’s Tennis has 
been having a great season with captains 
Darrus Lee and Ben Lee leading the 
team.  Aft er being CIF runner up two 
years in a row they took fi rst place in 
their CIF division and will be playing in 
CIF fi nals. Head coach Joseph Paul says 
that, “Th ey work hard to make each other 
better.” For the fi rst time in a decade, our 
boys beat Valencia. Unfortunately, aft er 
losing the next game, they had to take Co-
Championship fi rst place with Valencia. 
Th eir goal is to stay more consistent and 
overcome Valencia to earn the the CIF 
title.

One of the reasons why Boy’s 
Tennis is doing so great is that they have 
a desire to make their weaknesses into 
strengths. Th ey have practices Monday 
through Th ursday, from 2pm to 4:30pm, 
and usually hit the tennis ball repeatedly 

to reduce mistakes. 
Tennis requires a lot of teamwork 

and cooperation from one another. 
It is crucial to have a good hand-eye 
coordination with good sense of timing. 
Darrus Lee comments, “Players have to 
focus on the ball 100% so there will not be 
any errors.”

 Th is upcoming month will be 
very busy for our boys. On Wednesday 
May 11th, they may have another chance 
to defeat Valencia if they meet in CIF 
fi nals. Darrus Lee says, “We hope to beat 
them again and take the title back.” On 
April 28 and 29 the boys will participate 
in League Finals to qualify their position 
to participate in CIF Individuals.  A few 
weeks later on May 26th, the qualifying 
singles and doubles players will play in 
the CIF individual with other teams. Wish 
our boy’s the best of luck, and hopefully 
they will bring a great victory for Cypress 
High! 

Cypress Badminton Goes to CIF

a lot success in CIF as a team.” Th e track 
and fi eld team’s head Coach Eyeman 
stated, “I feel like the team is at where 
I’d thought they’d be. I feel like the girls 
have the chance to win league again, but 
they’ve still got a little ways to go. For the 
boy’s varsity, I knew that Valencia was a 
very good team, and we did match up well 
against them, but they have done a really 
good job. 

Both teams worked real hard all 
year, and we are just excited for league 
fi nals and the opportunity to go to CIF.” 
Both the team and the coach seem very 
optimistic going further into the season, 
and with their consistent record their 
chances of taking league look bright.

photo courtesy of Reese Rubido

Will Cheng sets himself up for a jump spash to end the rally. photo by Irene Jang 

Track Team 
Going Strong

Girls’ Varsity track team. 

Boys’ Tennis team with Coach Paul.            Photo courtesy of  Coach Paul 

Boy’sTennis Takes 

First Place

by Amy You
Staff  Writer
 Cypress Badminton is going 
strong this season. For the fi rst time since 
2013, Cypress is undefeated, beating their 
rival school, Cerritos 12-9, 15-6. Beating 
every school, Cypress has offi  cially earned 
their title as Empire League Champions! 
With team captains William Cheng, 
Joyce Le and the coaches Brian Jeon, 
Spencer Chang, and Lindsey Lin, Cypress 
Badminton aims to fl y through Empire 
League Finals, CIF, and then on to CIF 
Individuals. Th e team is currently Division 
I in CIF, meaning they’re competing against 
the best schools in California’s whole 
Southern Section. Th e team is hoping to 
take CIF for the fi rst time in Cypress History.

William Cheng, a senior and 
captain of Cypress Badminton, joined 
his freshman year because of his sister’s 
infl uence on the court. She was captain 
in 2012. Cheng says, “I am proud of how 
much our team has grown, from Division 
II in my freshman year to Division I in my 
last year of high school.” 

Earning the title of league 
champion is certainly not easy. JV 
has practice from 2pm to 4pm while 
Varsity practices from 3pm to 6pm and 
sometimes until 7pm every day. Th ey 
go through rigorous training as well as 
conditioning to increase endurance. But it 
doesn’t end there; almost all of the Varsity 

players take extra time off  their schedules 
to travel to a Lakewood badminton gym 
to perfect their skills and stamina aft er 
practice. Ewan Lee, a sophomore, wants 
to tell Centurions, “Most people mistake 
badminton as a sport to take when you 

don’t want to take PE, but it is a very 
competitive sport.” He further explains, 
“It is just as deserving as other sports. 
Some of the coaches unintentionally 
downgrade badminton, telling their 
students to join badminton instead if they 

do not want to work hard for their team.” 
Lee ends with his thoughts with, “It is a 
major misconception to label Cypress 
Badminton as a sport that does not require 
any eff ort. Just to put it out there, we work 
out as much or even more than other 
sports players as well.”
 All the members of Cypress 
Badminton are very closely united and 
are proud to represent the school. Connie 
Lee’s most proud moments were beating, 
“the number one badminton team in 
our league, Cerritos High School, twice.” 
Cheng mentions how much of a family the 
members are, “No matter how well or bad 
you do, you are always going to have your 
badminton family, standing behind you to 
support and cheer you on until the very 
last point.”
 With the season and school 
ending soon, Daniel Byun, a well-
respected varsity player on the team, 
wants to tell returning Centurions to try 
badminton next year. He passionately 
states, “I love how fast-paced and fun it 
is. It defi nitely gets you moving.” Byun 
joined Cypress Badminton his freshman 
year because he loves the sport and wanted 
to play it more seriously. “Just try it out. 
It might be your favorite sport too,” Byun 
continues, “Badminton is very challenging 
and fun.”
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 by Sophia Soliman
Editor-in-Chief

 Aft er a victorious season, Boy’s 
Baseball nears the year’s end with an 19-
5-0 record. Baseball began League play on 
April 13, defeating Tustin in a close home 
game with a score of 8 to 7. On April 15, 
Cypress again defeated Tustin in another 
close 1 to 0 game. According to Coach 
Weber, some teams feel that Tustin is the 
best team in League, so Cypress’ win is 
very promising. Senior Dominic Fletcher 
said, “I think Tustin was our biggest test 
in League and we managed to get through 
them without getting a loss. I think that 
is big going into the rest of League and 
gives us a good chance to go undefeated.” 

Senior baseball players are 
gearing up for their educations aft er high 
school. Seniors Ryan McCanless, Jason 
Baca, and Aaron Lizarraga are all planning 
on continuing their baseball career at 

Cypress College. Dominic Fletcher is 
planning on University of Arkansas, James 
Acuna will be going to the University 
of Oregon, and Isaak Gutierrez will be 
attending Bethune Cookman University. 
Andrew Martinez and Cameron Morris 
have not decided on their schools yet. 

Th eir goals are to improve 
and be more consistent in their games. 
Coach Weber states, “We all wanted to 
become more consistent as individuals in 
hopes that it would translate in the team 
being more consistent. We are falling 
way short on our number one goal.”

 Another of their goals is to “try and 
create young men that respect themselves 
and the game of baseball and really 
appreciate the fact that they get to play on 
the nicest fi eld around.” For Fletcher, one 
of his goals is to go undefeated in League. 
He states, “I have yet to go undefeated in 
League in my four years here so that is a 
big goal of mine and it would also give 
us good momentum going into playoff s.”

by Andrew Higa
Sports Editor

 Th e boys’ volleyball team has 
been spectacular having an overall record 
of 13-1. Th ey currently have a 5-0 season 
record with impressive wins over Pacifi ca, 
Tustin, and Kennedy. Th e boys’ defeated 
Tustin at their home winning 3 sets to 
1. Junio r, Kyle Farmer says, “So far this 
has been our best victory of the season.”

Led by new female coach and 
former University of Hawaii volleyball 
player, Alex Griffi  ths. Th e team consists 
of eight juniors, two seniors, and one 
sophomore. Th is makes them a relatively 
young and energetic team. Despite this, 
their play looks anything but a young team. 

by Andrew Higa
Sports Editor

 Th e Varsity Boy’s Golf team have 
been nothing but spectacular this year. 
Th ey have an overall 8-1 record and a 5-1 
Empire League record against teams like 
Long Beach Poly, Cerritos, and Yorba Linda. 
Th eir only loss on the year was a 208-206 
league loss to Cerritos. Other than that, they 
have looked phenomenal; winning against 
league rivals Kennedy by a score of 199-
255. Th ey currently have four remaining 
league games left  against opponents 
Tustin (two), Kennedy, and Valencia.  
 Th e boys have a roster that consists 
of two freshmen, seven sophomores, and 
one junior. Th ey practice at 2:15, Monday-
Friday at El Dorado or Navy golf course. 
Coach Doug Mitchell says, “Although we 
are a young team, we are a very balanced 

team,” meaning they get production from 
everyone not just the best players. Coach 
Mitchell also says, “Valencia is our biggest 
competition in league because they have 
two players getting golf scholarships.” 
Coach Mitchell described golf in one word 
as “frustrating.” He also said one of the fl aws 
of the team is, “the boy’s don’t know what’s 
best for them. Th ey play the opponent, not 
the course, and they are always trying to one 
up one another.” Despite this the boys are 
trying to clinch Empire League Champs on 
May 2nd  and 3rd which is the league fi nals.  

Th ey face Valencia for their 
fi nal league game on April 28th. And, 
CIF individuals begin May 9th. For CIF 
individuals each league team is allowed at 
most six kids. Th en aft er a couple rounds, 
four out of the six will advance to CIF 
fi nals. Let’s wish them the best of luck!  

Boys’ Golf Swinging for a 
League Title

Farmer says, “We’re a very exciting and 
talented team.” In addition he says, “We have 
a chance to do well in league, we just need 
to stay focused and work hard.” Th e team’s 
fi rst goal is to win league but their main 
goal is to win a CIF title. “We have had our 
eyes set on a CIF title since freshman year,” 
junior team captain Chris Cons says. Th e 
team is very close senior Zach Ramsey says, 
“We like to hang out off  the court, this helps 
our chemistry on the court. Also, we like to 
joke around which loosens us as a team.” 

 Ever since a new coaching 
staff  has been implanted, the whole 
team’s winning mentality has changed. 
It’s still very early in the season but 
the boys look destined for success.  

  Photo from newsenterprise.comKyle Farmer swings between two Pacifi ca Blockers.

Boys’ Volleyball Looking Sharp

Boys’ Baseball Fights Th eir Way to Become 
League Champions

James Acuna vs. Western.                          Photo courtesy of Cypress Baseball’s Twitter

Two Cypress’ golfers swinging in CIF.  Photo courtesy of Coach Mitchell 



 by Alyse Davidson
Business Manager

 Boy’s Varsity Swim are Empire 
League Champions this year without any 
losses and only one tie, against Valencia. 
Swim will be competing May 4th at pre-
lims and May 6th in fi nals against their 
toughest rivals, Valencia. To prepare 
themselves, they practice fi ve days a week 
with a normal practice lasting from 2:50 
until 4:10. On Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, the team has morning practice 
from 6:00 until 7:30 doing stretching, 
cross training, and swimming. Soon, 
they will be starting training in what is 
called tapering, which means that the 
intensity will increase rapidly, however 
the yards will drop down each day. 

Just this past Saturday, April 
16, the team swam 10,000 yards - the 
equivalent of 5.6 miles! How do these 
swimmers handle all the conditioning? 
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by Michael Gomez
Distribution Chief
 Th e soft ball team has taken a 
positive start going 3-1 in league, and 14-7 
in total. Th e soft ball team even won their 
own tournament, beating Huntington 
Beach who was third in county.

 Coach Kevin Dull said, “We’ve 
got a really, really good team, we have great 
senior leadership, and we compete every 
game. We’re in the top twenty in county.” 
He also said one of the best moments of 
this year “was when we won the champi-
onship in our own tournament beating 
Huntington Beach. It was just really good 
winning in front of the Cypress crowd.” 

Dull has some advice for any 
future soft ball players joining or com-
ing to Cypress: “ Always give a hun-
dred ten percent eff ort and always have 
fun when you’re playing the game.”

 Madison Byrd sheds some light 
on the keys to being a successful soft ball 
player, “....being mentally tough, and just 
remembering that you can’t stop work-
ing hard.”   To the soft ball team she says, 

“I’m proud of us and all the hard work 
we’ve been putting in through the year.”

 Th e girls have been playing 
for a long time and have been mak-
ing a great bond.   As Olivia McWhort-
er said, “Th is year went by pretty fast, 
it makes you want to fi nish the senior 
year strong. Th ere is defi nitely a big im-
provement since freshman year to now.” 

 Jenelle Martinez says “I started 
playing soft ball when I was really young, 
I played it because I made friends. Since 
freshman year, and now I became more 
confi dent, more of a leader, and my skills 
have improved. Th e biggest obstacles are 
mental problems on the fi eld, and just be-
ing able to come together.” She also has 
some fi nal words, “I like how close we 
became, it’s like we became a second fam-
ily. I feel like the best, just make the best 
of it, have fun because it’s senior year!”

 Dull has some fi nal words for the 
girls “It’s been an honor coaching them and 
wish them all the happiness and success in 
the world as they graduate highschool!”

 

Nolen Verdun, senior, Alberto Cortes, 
junior, and Ben Navarro, junior, all 
agree that although their coach, Darren 
Sandvig, pushes them to their breaking 
point, he “knows when to let us have 
fun via direstarts or Australian Relays.”

 Verdun swims distance, the 500 
Freestyle, 200 IM, and 200 Freestyle. 
Cortes swims the 50 sprint and the 100 
sprint. Navarro swims the 100 Breaststroke. 
Wish all of our swimmers the best at fi nals. 

Nolen Verdun photo courtesy of Cypress 
High Aquatics’ Facebook 

In Memory of Mr. Shimogawa
Rest in Peace, Mr. Shimogawa. You were 
a mentor to me and a huge impact on the 
person I am today. You showed me that I 
could actually make a diff erence in my 
community and stand up for what I believe 
is right. I hope you’re in a better place. 

- Michael Danley 

As your friend and 5th period T.A., 
I’d like to thank you for being the only 
teacher I’ve ever had that has taught me 
how to be successful in life and make a 
decent living. Th ank you for letting me 
read your Lord of the Rings in class as 
opposed to gr_ading papers. I’ll never 
forget the day you pulled me out of class 
aft er I was excessively talking and told 
me if I wanted to be something in life, I 
needed to strive to achieve my goals and 
believe in myself. “Live long and prosper.” 

- Mason Piazza 

You were the best teacher I ever had, 
and I’m sorry I never told you that. You 
taught me more in your class than all of 
my teachers combined. Th ey taught me 
algebra and how to graph equations. You 
taught me how to survive in the world. 
You taught me about the corruption in our 
government, stupid politicians, how to save 
money properly, and how the world works. 
I’m sorry I didn’t tell you how much you 
meant to me. You are the person/teacher I 
always dreamed of having, and I’m glad I 
got to know you. I will never forget you for 
you have genuinely changed my life. If it 
wasn’t for your class, I wouldn’t have been 
introduced to the world of philosophy, 
politics, and anthropology. Now, it’s what 
I want to make my future about. I fi gured 
out what I want to do with my life thanks 
to you. You weren’t just a good teacher. 
You were a good friend. You weren’t 
about the propaganda. Th ank you for 
truly inspiring me. I will never forget you. 

- Samantha Sloan

Just yesterday, I told you about the impact 
you had on my life, listening to you speak 
of how thankful you were. You dedicated 

your life to something you loved, pushed 
me more and more into listening to my 
heart and following my dreams. I will 
always cherish you for that. Every second 
in your presence, I admired your passion 
and your fi re. You inspired me every day to 
never give up on your passions. Your love 
for the world, the environment, and each 
of your students is something I have never 
seen before. Th ank you for that. Th ank you 
for being real and spreading the truth. You 
sparked a passion in me that will never 
diminish. You always said our generation is 
the most important to walk Earth. I’m going 
to work as hard as I can to make that a reality 
for the world, but most importantly, in 
your memory. You will never be forgotten. 

- Malia (last name omitted) 

RIP. Mr. Shimogawa, you inspired me every 
day. I’m in awe of your energy and ideals. 
I one day hope to further your cause of 
sustainable energy, peace, and civil rights. 
You gave me the courage I needed to be 

able to say I wanted to get into politics. I’ll 
remember all that you taught me. I hope to 
never lose hope like you. I hope to impact 
lives like you did every day. I’ll miss you so 
much, but I’m grateful for all the amazing 
memories you’ve given me. I’ll never forget 
all the meaningful conversations I shared 
with you. Th ank you for inspiring me 
and giving me courage. I won’t forget our 
shared political beliefs, and I promise to 
think of you as I go to DC to change the 
world. You have truly impacted my life 
and future. You will forever be in my heart, 
mind, and soul. I promise I will make 
you proud when I go into government. 
Th ank you for everything, Mr. Shimogawa.

- Yebin Hwang

Never did I see a frown on your face, 
nor did you put anything but a smile on 
mine… I am so privileged to have had 
you as a teacher, as are those who knew 
you as anything other than that; a friend, 
a father, a husband, etc. Cypress is at 

such a huge loss today, but the aft erworld 
has gained an incredibly passionate, 
knowledged, and indulgent man. Mr. 
Shimogawa, you will be deeply missed. 

- Miranda Santos, Period 4

Mr. Shimogawa. Th ank you. For everything 
you have done. For everything you wished 
to do. For everything and everyone you 
will continue to impact. You changed how 
I felt about history. You showed my class 
how to take your knowledge and tolerance, 
and use it. To shape and mold it. I feel so 
overwhelmed, but it will be okay. You 
taught us that our generation is important. 
You never criticized it. I know that some 
day our world will read the “type one 
civilization” you knew it could become, 
simply because of the students you 
impacted over so many years. You inspire 
me, even now, to continue my education 
past high school to learn as much as I can 
in the time that I have. You cared so much 
about our future, and now we can continue 
toward what you wanted for us. Th ank you. 

- Kathleen Williams, Period 6

You asked us if things are permanent 
or impermanent, and we answered: 
impermanent. How wrong we were. 
Trapped by what we thought we 
know. We now see with our eyes 
open that some things are permanent 
because you will live in our memories.

- Anonymous

A GoFundMe account has been 
established to help the family:
https://www.gofundme.com/2ggat4cc

Read Mr. Shimogawa’s obituary here:
http://obits.ocregister.com/
obituaries/orangecounty/obituary.
aspx?pid=179914572

Service Information: 
Saturday, May 14, 2016 11am 
Orange County Buddhist Church 
909 South Dale Avenue, Anaheim

                      photo courtesy of Ms.Fawley Mr.Shimogawa will be missed. 

Soft ball Going Strong
SPORTS

Swim Team Wins 
Empire League

Comments compiled by Ashlyn Salao from hallway posters and social media 
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