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MEMORANDUM NO. 022-14M ASSESSMENT AND STUDENT INFORMATION

TO: 		Educational Service District Superintendents
		Educational Service District Assistant Superintendents
School District Superintendents
School District Superintendents
School Building Principals
District Assessment Coordinators
                        
FROM:  	Randy I. Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:	2015 Assessment Test Schedule and Costs

CONTACT:	Christopher Hanczrik 
Director of Assessment Operations 
Christopher.Hanczrik@k12.wa.us 
(360) 725-6350, Agency TTY: (360) 664-3631

                       
Washington is transitioning to our new assessment system, which will include new Smarter Balanced tests in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics, new high school exit exams in ELA, year 1 math and year 2 math, and our current science tests for Grades 5 and 8 Measurements of Student Progress (MSP) and the Biology End-of-Course (EOC) exam, plus alternatives for students in special education and options for students who need to fulfill assessment graduation requirements.  As we transition, there are two topics that need district attention: the assessment calendar and the testing format (online or paper/pencil).  Each topic is described below.  

2014–15 Testing Calendar
There are many competing parameters that the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) considered in setting the 2014–15 testing calendar, including guidance from Smarter Balanced, availability of technology for online testing, development of the new state high school exit exams, and recent legislation requiring meetings with parents of third graders who score below basic level. 





The 2014–15 testing calendar is provided below:

	Smarter Balanced 2015 Testing Windows

	Grade 3 ELA
	March 9 to April 23 – online
March 9 to April 15 – paper/pencil*

	Grade 3 Math
	March 9 to May 29 – online 
March 9 to May 20 – paper/pencil*

	Grades 4–8 ELA and Math
	March 9 to May 29 – online 
March 9 to May 20 – paper/pencil*

	Grade 11 ELA and Math
	April 6 to May 29 – online 
April 6 to May 20 – paper/pencil*

	*See cost estimates below.

	Measurements of Student Progress (MSP) 2015 Testing Windows

	Grades 5 and 8 Science
	April 20 to June 5 – online 
April 20 to May 19 – paper/pencil*

	High School Proficiency Exam (HSPE) 2015 Testing Window

	Grades 11 and 12 Retake
· Reading
· Writing
	
March 17
March 18–19

	Grade 10 ELA exit exam
	May 12–13

	Math EOC exit exams
	May 11 to June 12

	Biology EOC
	May 11 to June 12




Testing Format
Washington’s assessment system has been transitioning from paper/pencil to online assessments since 2009.  Most students in Grades 3–8 have successfully been assessed online in the reading, math, and/or science MSP.  As we transition to the new Smarter Balanced assessments in 2014–15, Grades 3–8 and 11 will be assessed online.  

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium is allowing states to offer paper/pencil tests for the few schools that are not yet able to assess all students online.   Paper/pencil tests will cost approximately $6.00 more than online tests, and OSPI will pass that additional cost to school districts that use paper/pencil Smarter Balanced tests.  Schools testing students with paper/pencil in both English language arts and math will be charged approximately $12.00 per student. Schools testing students with paper/pencil in only one content area will be charged approximately $6.00 per student.   Please note the additional costs are not at this time associated with science testing or the new EOC or ELA exit exam.

Beyond the additional costs, there are several reasons schools should move to online testing in Grades 3–8 and 11 next year:


· Smarter Balanced tests are designed to be computer adaptive, meaning students are presented easier or more difficult items depending on their answers to prior questions.  Computer adaptive testing (CAT) requires online testing.  
· Losing the CAT feature means students will most likely take longer to complete the paper/pencil tests than online tests. 
· The online test engine for Smarter Balanced incorporates a multitude of embedded usability, accessibility, and accommodations that will not be possible with paper/pencil tests. 
· Scoring paper/pencil tests will take longer than scoring online tests. Shipping paper/pencil tests back to the scoring vendor will require a shorter testing window to minimize the delay in scoring and reporting.

As OSPI operationalizes the availability of paper/pencil Smarter Balanced testing, it is important to know the number of schools that might need to use paper/pencil in spring of 2015.  Please complete a simple survey at 2015_SmarterBalancedTestingSurvey, by May 9, 2014, indicating the number of students that may need to test on paper next year.  We are interested in the large numbers of students (grade levels or whole schools) rather than the few students who may need an accommodated form of the test.

For questions regarding the content of this memorandum, please contact Christopher Hanczrik at (360) 725-6350, agency TTY (360) 664-3631, or by e-mail at Christopher.Hanczrik@k12.wa.us.



K–12 EDUCATION	

Alan Burke, Ed.D.
Deputy Superintendent	

ASSESSMENT & STUDENT INFORMATION

Robin Munson, Ph.D. 
Assistant Superintendent

Christopher Hanczrik
Director of Assessment Operations








OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability.  Questions and complaints of alleged discrimination should be directed to the Equity and Civil Rights Director at (360) 725-6162 or P.O. Box 47200 Olympia, WA 98504-7200.
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