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LARRY M. WORTZEL, Ph.D. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Educational Degrees 

University of Hawaii-Manoa, Ph.D., Political Science, 1984 

University of Hawaii-Manoa, M.A., Political Science/Asian Studies, 1980 

Columbus College, University of Georgia, B.A., History, 1976 

 

Additional Education 
National University of Singapore, Chinese Language 1983   

Defense Language Institute, Chinese Mandarin, 1970-71, 1982 

Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk, VA 1986 

U.S. Army War College, 1995 

The Buckley School of Public Speaking, Camden, SC 2000, 2004 

Darden Business School, Strategic Leadership Program, 2001 

Harvard Law School Negotiating Program, 2002 

 

Areas of Expertise 
Defense Strategy     Homeland Security 

International Relations    Southeast Asia 

Security and Arms Control Policy   Intelligence/Counterintelligence 

National Security Policy     

Asian Politics 

Chinese Politics and Defense 

 

Present Positions:  

 

Private Consultant 

 

Commissioner, U.S. - China Economic and Security Review Commission, Washington, 

D.C.  One of Twelve Commissioners on a Congressional Commission with a mandate to 

continually review the impact of trade with China on United States security and the U.S. 

economy.  Member since 2001.   

  

Top Secret, SCI Security Clearance administered by the Office of Security, U.S. Senate. 

 

 

 

 

Previous Experience  
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Vice President for Foreign Policy and Defense Studies and Director of the Shelby and 

Kathryn Cullom Davis Center for International Studies, The Heritage Foundation, 

Washington, D.C.  Responsible for a public policy education program in Asian Studies, national 

security, foreign policy, arms control, homeland security, and international trade and economics 

at a non-profit, public policy educational think tank. Through 2005 

 

Director, Asian Studies Center, The Heritage Foundation.  Responsible for all Heritage 

Foundation policy and publications on Asia dealing with foreign policy, security studies, and 

international trade.  November 1999 –November 2002. 

 

Director, Strategic Studies Institute and Professor of Asian Studies, U.S. Army War 

College, Carlisle, PA.  Directed a 35-person strategy research institute that produced studies for 

the Department of the Army, the Joint Staff and the Department of Defense.  Maintained an 

outreach program that developed intellectual partnerships with academe and business.  As a 

professor, taught courses in Asian Studies, national security and Chinese Politics. November 

1997-November 1999. 

  
Military Attaché to China; Defense Attaché Office, United States Embassy, Beijing, China. 

Represented the U.S. Government to the Government of the People’s Republic of China on 

military and defense matters; managed bilateral military-to-military contacts; negotiated 

agreements; assessed security and politico-military developments in China and reported on them 

to the U.S. Government.  July 1995-December 1997.   

 

Colonels Assignment Officer, U.S. Army Personnel Command, Alexandria, VA.  Managed the 

careers and worldwide assignments of 250 Military Intelligence colonels and 250 Foreign Area 

Officer regional specialist colonels in the U.S. Army.  

October 1993-May 1995.     

 

Strategist; Strategy, Plans and Policy Directorate; Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff of the 

Army for Operations and Plans; Department of the Army; Pentagon, Washington, DC. 

Developed strategy, policy and plans to achieve United States security objectives in Asia. April 

1992-October 1993. 

 

Assistant to the Director, Army Staff; Headquarters, Department of the Army; Pentagon, 

Washington, DC.  Developed policy, managed international contacts and programs, and 

monitored Army activities in the areas of intelligence, international activities, and military-to-

military contact programs for the Secretary and the Chief of Staff of the Army.  June 1990-April 

1992.   

 
Assistant Military Attaché; US Defense Attaché Office; American Embassy, Beijing, China.  

Represented the U.S. to the armed forces of China.  Monitored and reported on the activities of 

the People's Liberation Army, on Chinese arms sales, and on politico-military affairs. Witnessed 

and reported on the Tiananmen Massacre in China. May 1988-June 1990.   

                                                          
Counterintelligence Staff Officer; Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy; 

Pentagon, Washington, DC.  Developed and implemented U.S. policy on counterintelligence and 
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technology s and security for the Department of Defense; investigated cases of foreign 

espionage. February 1984-April 1988. 

 

Research Fellow and Student, Chinese Language and Research Centre, National University of 

Singapore, Republic of Singapore. Took part in a one-year program of advanced Chinese 

language studies combined with a regional travel program in China and Southeast Asia. July 

1982-July 1983. 

 
Strategic Intelligence Officer; Intelligence Center, Pacific; US Pacific Command (CINCPAC); 

Camp H.M. Smith, Hawaii. Responsibilities:  Analyzed raw intelligence information and open 

source materials on political, social, economic, and military events in China, Vietnam and 

Cambodia for the Commander in Chief, US Pacific Command; wrote finished studies and 

estimates of future trends in Asia. August 1978-August 1981 
 

Infantry Unit Leader; 1st
 Battalion, 29th Infantry Regiment, Ft Benning, Georgia, and 1st 

Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division, Camp Hovey, Tongduchon, Korea.  

Provided leadership for soldiers and managed the fuel, ammunition, maintenance, supply and 

transportation for a deployed infantry battalion of 1100 soldiers equipped with 150 vehicles.  

July 1973-June 1977.  
 

Signals Intelligence Collector; 7
th

 Radio Research Field Station, Udorn, Thailand.  1971-1972. 

Gathered and analyzed communications and signals intelligence related to Chinese and 

Vietnamese military operations in Southeast Asia as a Sergeant in the U.S. Army Security 

Agency. 1971-1972.   

           

Infantryman and Rifle Squad Leader; Marine Barracks, Kenitra, Morocco; and 27th Marines, 

5th Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, California.  December 1964 - January 1968. 

 

Foreign Languages 
Chinese (Mandarin) - read, speak 

 

Military Schools 
U.S. Army War College 

Defense Institute of Security Assistance Management 

Defense Attaché Course 

Armed Forces Staff College 

Defense Language Institute 

Foreign Counterintelligence Agent Course 

Counterintelligence/Human Intelligence Officer Course 

Military Intelligence Officer Advanced Course 

Infantry Officer Candidate Course 
Airborne Course 

Ranger Course 
                            

Significant Foreign Experience: China, Singapore, Thailand, Republic of Korea, Japan, 
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Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, Spain, Germany, Greece, Italy, Morocco, Spain, 

France 

 

Awards and Honors 
Director of Central Intelligence Exceptional Intelligence Collector Award 

Defense Superior Service Medal (2) 

Legion of Merit (2) 

Defense Meritorious Service Medal (3) 

Honor Graduate, Infantry Officer Candidate Course 

Distinguished Academic and Military Graduate, Defense Language Institute  

U.S. Army War College Foundation Writing Award 

Officer Candidate School Hall of Fame 

Defense Intelligence Agency Attaché System Hall of Fame  

 

Memberships 

Association of the United States Army 

Association of Former Intelligence Officers 

Council on Foreign Relations 

International Institute of Strategic Studies 

National Military Intelligence Officers Association 

Foreign Area Officers Association 

 



  

 5 

Books and Book Chapters 

 

The Dragon Extends its Reach: Chinese Military Power Goes Global. Herndon, VA: Potomac 

Books, Inc., 2013 

 

“Concentrating Forces and Audacious Action: PLA Lessons from the Sino-Indian War.” In The 

Lessons of History: The Chinese People’s Liberation Army at 75, Eds. Laurie Burkitt, Andrew 

Scobell, and Larry Wortzel, 327-353. Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, 2003.  
 

“Chiang Kai-Shek and the Loss of China.” In The Cold War: Opening Shots 1945-1950, eds. 

Mark F. Wilkinson and Timothy Dowling, 135-138. Lexington, VA: Virginia Military Institute, 

2003. 

 

“The Beiping-Tianjin Campaign of 1948-49: The Strategic and  

Operational Thinking of the People’s Liberation Army.” In Chinese Warfighting: The PLA 

Experience since 1949, ed. Mark Ryan, 56-73. Armonk, New York: M.E. Sharpe, 2003 

 

With Xia Liping. “PLA Operational Principles and Limited War: The Sino-Indian War of 1962.”  

In Chinese Warfighting: The PLA Experience since 1949, ed. Mark Ryan, 173-198.  Armonk, 

New York: M.E. Sharpe, 2003. 

 

“The People’s Liberation Army and China’s Economy: Divestiture, WTO Accession, and What 

the World Can Expect.” In Economics and National Security: The Case of China, eds. Kent H. 

Butts and Edward L. Hughes, 231-259. Carlisle, PA: Center for Strategic Leadership, 2002.  

 

“The General Political Department and the Evolution of the Political Commissar System.” In The 

People’s Liberation Army as Organization, Reference Volume v1.0, eds. James C. Mulvenon and 

Andrew N.D. Yang, 225-245. Santa Monica, CA: RAND, 2002. 

 

“China’s Foreign Conflicts since 1949.” In A Military History of China, eds. David A. Graff and 

Robin Higham, 267-285.  Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 2002. 

 

Edited with Andrew Scobell, China’s Growing Military Power: Perspectives on Security, 

Ballistic Missiles, and Conventional Capabilities. Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, 2002.  

 

“U.S.-Japan Alliance and New Missile Defense Initiative.” In Nichibei Dandou Misairu Bouei 

Semina Gekkan Nippon [Proceedings from the 2001 Japan-U.S. Ballistic Missile Defense 

Seminar, Special Version]. Tokyo, Japan: K&K Press Company, 2002 

 

Edited with Andrew Scobell, The Costs of Conflict: The Impact on China of a Future War. 

Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, 2001.    

 

“Comments on “China’s Military-Technical Developments: The Record for Western 

Assessments, 1979-1999.” In Seeking Truth from Facts: A Retrospective on Chinese Military 

Studies in the Post-Mao Era, eds. James C. Mulvenon and Andrew N.D. Yang, 173-180. 

Washington, D.C.: RAND National Security Division, 2001. 
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The Asia-Pacific in the U.S. National Security Calculus for a New Millennium. Carlisle, PA: 

Strategic Studies Institute, 2000. 

 

Editor and chapter author, The Chinese Armed Forces in the 21
st
 Century. Carlisle, PA: Strategic 

Studies Institute, 1999.   

 

“China’s Vulnerability Dilemma.” In Proceedings from the Conference on Countering the 

Missile Threat: International Military Strategies, Ed. Jim Colbert, 27-30. Washington, DC: The 

Jewish Institute for National Security Affairs, 1999. 

 

Dictionary of Contemporary Chinese Military History. New York: Greenwood Press, 1999. 

 

China’s Military Potential. Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, 1998. 

 

The ASEAN Regional Forum: Asian Security without an American Umbrella.  Carlisle, PA: 

Strategic Studies Institute, 1996. 

 

Editor and chapter author, China’s Military Modernization: International Implications. New 

York: Greenwood Press, 1988. 

 

Class in China: Stratification in a Classless Society. New York: Greenwood Press, 1987. 

 

Journal Papers, Magazine Articles, and Op-Eds 
 

“China and the Battlefield in Space.” Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) Chinese Military 

Update, Vol. 1, No. 3 (August 2003): 3-5. 

 

“Drugs, Counterfeiting, Missiles are Kim Jong Il’s Lifeline.” Shindonga [New East Asia 

(Korea)], July 2003: 314-319.  (Reproduction of Congressional Testimony -  “North Korea’s 

Connection to International Trade in Drugs, Counterfeiting, and Arms” on May 20, 2003 to the 

Governmental Affairs Subcommittee on Financial Management, Budget, and International 

Security) 

 

“The Korean Peninsula’s U.S. Tripwire Solidifies the US-ROK Alliance.” Guk Bang Ilbo [Korea 

Defense Daily Newspaper], 23 July 2003, p.2 

 

“China Waging War on Space-Based Weapons.” FoxNews.com online edition, 11 August 2003. 

 

“U.S. presence makes all the difference.” Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel and other newpapers, 01 

February 2003. 

 

“Let’s not be Saddam’s Shopping Mall.” Distributed nationally by Knight-Ridder Tribune wire,  

October 2002. 

 

“Unfiltered Intelligence.” Distributed nationally by Scripps-Howard News Service, September 



 

 

7 

2002. 

 

“Taiwan and American Interests.” Journal of International Security Affairs, no. 3 (Summer 

2002): 93-101. 

 

“Yes: China’s Propensity for Settling Disputes with the Use of Force Poses a Direct Threat to 

U.S. Interests in the [Pacific] Region.” Insight Magazine, August 2002: 40, 42. 

 

“Should the United States Counter China’s Missile Buildup? Yes.” Insight Magazine, May 2002. 

 

“Unconventional Ground War Needed to Defeat Terrorists.” San Diego Union Tribune, 28 

October 2001, p.61. 

 

“Arms Sales Package to Taiwan – The Next Step.” Liberty Times, 12 May 2001. 

 

“Plane Game Olympics.” The Washington Times, 27April 2001, Section A, p.18. 

 

“Bush Wrestles with Arms Sales.” Taipei Times, 25 April 2001, online edition. 

 

“U.S. Commits to Security of its Allies.” Taipei Times, 15 March 2001, online edition. 

 

“Forging a New, Alliance-Based Approach to Export Controls.” Foresight Magazine (Japan), 

February 2001. 

 

“The U.S. Needs to Stop Arming and Training China’s Military.” Capitalism Magazine, 

February 2001. 

 

“Beijing Struggles to ‘Ride the Tiger of Liberalisation’.” Jane’s Intelligence Review, January 

2001: 26-30. 

 

“Yes: The United States Should Feel Threatened by China’s Growing Role in the International 

Military/Political Arena.” Retired Officer, December 2000: 35-36. 

 

“The Culture of Power: The Lin Biao Incident in the Cultural Revolution.” Journal of Asian 

Studies 59, no. 4 (November 2000). 

 

“U.S. Forces Remain Critical to Northeast Asian Security.” The Japan Times, 10 August 2000. 

 

“North Korea: Too Much, Too Soon.” Distributed nationally by Knight-Ridder/Tribune News 

Wire, 25 October 2000. 

 

“Should the United States relax economic sanctions against North Korea?” The CQ Researcher, 

19 May 2000. 

 

“Taiwan: What the U.S. Should Do.” World & I, April 2000. 
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“Dealing with the China-Taiwan Puzzle.” The Washington Times, 11 January 2000. 

 

“Caution in Military Contacts with China.” Officer 76, no.1 (Jan/Feb 2000). 

 

“Three New Looks at China.” Parameters 30, no. 4 (Winter 2000/2001). 

 

“China’s Military.” The Asia-Pacific Magazine, No. 12 (September 1998): 19-22. 

 

“China Pursues Great Power Status.” Orbis Journal of World Affairs, Vol. 38, No. 2 (Spring 

1994): 157-175. 

 

Significant Media Appearances 
 
Jim Lehrer News Hour 

PBS News Hour 

ABC News 

CNN 

MSNBC 

Fox News 

The O’Reilly Factor 

Buchanan and Press 

Market Place Radio 

National Public Radio 

 

 

 
                           




