LOVE LETTER 

& 

WINE BOX

CEREMONY

*   Ladies and Gentlemen Please Stand   *
Gathering Words

_____and _____ have asked all of you to be here with them today because each of you has given something of yourself into their lives. 

Your friendship and love will always be appreciated. 

They welcome you here and thank you for sharing in this special day with them.

Who gives this woman to this man in marriage?

*   Please Be Seated   *
Declaration of Support

_____and _____ would like to acknowledge their parents, whose love, support, and nurturing are such an essential part of who they are today. 

They thank you for being their first teachers of the power and possibilities of love. May you take great pride in the fact that the seeds of love you have planted in _____ and _____ will flourish in the formation of this new family today. Let us all remember, today and always, that there is nothing more important than loving one another.

Marriage Address

_____and _____, true marriage is the holiest of all earthly unions. It is to be entered into reverently, consciously and with full understanding of its significance. 

To be complete, marriage must be spiritual as well as an earthly estate. 

When it is Spiritual in thought, purpose, plan and action, it becomes the harmonious, peaceful and happy union for man and woman. 

The state of matrimony is true marriage only when it is based upon a deep, inner communion of two souls who find completion, each in the other. 

Today, your separate lives, each with your individual memories, desires and hopes, merge into one life - a new dimension. 

Happiness in marriage is not something that just happens. 

A good marriage must be created. In the art of marriage the little things are the big things.
· It is never being too old to hold hands. 

· It is remembering to say, “I love you" (out loud). 

· It is never going to sleep angry. 

· It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family. 

· It is at no time taking the other for granted. . . for what you take for granted, disappears. 

· It is doing things for each other, not in the attitude of duty or sacrifice, but in a spirit of joy. 

· It is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating gratitude in thoughtful ways. 

· It is having the capacity to forgive and not bring it up later. 

· It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow. 

· It is a common search for the good and the beautiful in each other. 

· It is not expecting the husband to wear a halo or the wife to have the wings of an angel. 

· It is not looking for perfection in each other. It is cultivating flexibility, patience, understanding and a sense of humor. 

· It is not only marrying the right partner, it is BEING the right partner.

Marriage can be a great adventure when it is the outward expression of a great love; such a love is characterized by compassion, passion and courage. 

It allows you to see through to your partner's essence, willing to be in total support of your partner's well-being, goals, purpose and spirit; and unwilling for your partner to be less than all he or she can be spiritually, mentally, and physically. 

Such a love requires that you be totally honest with yourself and your mate, that you ask for what you want, take action even though you are afraid, share your feelings and listen but leave your partner free to be who they really are. 

In other words, always love your partner for who they are, not for who you think they should be. 

Always remember, Relationships are something that must be worked on all the time, not only when they are broken and need to be fixed. 

NEVER stop doing the things that brought you together in the first place.
I encourage you this day to cultivate a love that brings out your magnificence, a love that gives you the courage to stand apart and the willingness to stand together. 

When times call for you to be apart, may you always return to your togetherness in the same spirit of love that you are feeling here today. 

Most of all, at the end of your lives on this earth, I want you to look into each others eyes and be able to say: 

"Because you have loved me, you have given me a faith in myself, and my life with you has been complete." 

_____ and _____, realizing the importance of this covenant your about to make with each other please join hands and face each other.
Vows

_____, please repeat after me.

I _____, choose you _____, to be my lifelong partner. I offer myself completely to you and promise to be faithful and at your side, honoring and loving you each and every day, now and forever, wherever our life may lead us.

_____, please repeat after me.

I _____, choose you _____, to be my lifelong partner. I offer myself completely to you and promise to be faithful and at your side, honoring and loving you each and every day, now and forever, wherever our life may lead us.

Ring Exchange
Wedding rings are symbolic reminders of the unbroken circle of a healthy and abiding love. 

Within the safety and comfort of a true marriage, love freely given has no beginning and no end. 

Love freely given has no separate giver and receiver. 

Each of you gives your love to the other and each of you receives love from the other. 

And the circle of love goes around and around. 

May these rings serve to remind you of the freedom and power of your love.

_____ place this ring on _____ finger and repeat after me.

I give you this ring as a sign that I choose you to be my lover, my partner, and my best friend today, tomorrow, and always.

_____ place this ring on _____ finger and repeat after me.

I give you this ring as a sign that I choose you to be my lover, my partner, and my best friend today, tomorrow, and always.

Love Letter and Wine Box
_____ and _____ have chosen as a couple to have a Love Letter & Wine Box ceremony. 

This box contains a bottle of wine and a love letter from each to the other. 

The letters describe the good qualities they find in one another, the reasons they fell in love, and their reasons for choosing to marry. 

The letters are sealed in individual envelopes and they have not seen what the other has written. 

You have created your very own "romantic" time capsule. 

I recommend that you keep the box in a place of honor prominently displayed in your home as a constant reminder of your commitment to each other. 

_____ and _____, should you ever find your marriage enduring insurmountable hardships, you are to as a couple, open this box, sit and drink the wine together, then separate and read the letters you wrote to one another when you were united as a couple in marriage. 

By reading these love letters you will reflect upon the reasons you fell in love and chose to marry each other here today. 

The hope is, however, that you will never have a reason to open this box. 

_____ and _____, you may now seal the box.
Final Blessing
_____and _____, I wish you the courage to keep your loving hearts open to each other for the rest of your lives, and to cherish the precious love you share. 

May you continue to find delight in each other and in your being together. 

May your love forever nourish you and keep you strong. 

I now pronounce that you are husband and wife.

_____, you may kiss your bride.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I Present To You 

Mr. and Mrs. __________
