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Notification under the Environmental Liability Regulations


Preamble

General environmental complaints

If you have a query or complaint about general environmental pollution matters or about facilities licensed by a local authority you should always contact the relevant authority in the first instance, preferably in writing.  In many cases, it will be possible to resolve an environmental problem by contacting the person or business that you think is causing the problem directly.  If you would prefer not to take this option, please refer to the guidance on the EPA website which outlines how you can make an environmental complaint.
If for any reason you have not been able to contact the relevant person or environmental pollution persists, please fill out a C3 Form, available on the EPA website at www.epa.ie and submit the relevant details including copies of all correspondence to:

Environmental Complaints Unit

Office of Environmental Enforcement

Environmental Protection Agency

P.O Box 3000

Johnstown Castle Estate

e-mail: info@epa.ie
Click here for a link to the guidance on how to make an environmental complaint
Complaints about EPA licensed facilities

If you have a complaint about a facility licensed by the Agency you should always try and speak to the environmental officer for the facility first, as they may not be aware of the issue you are complaining about.  Under their license, facility managers are obliged to log all complaints and inform the Agency of any such complaints.  You can also contact your local EPA office by phone or in writing and ask to speak to the Enforcement Inspector for that licence.  Try and have the licence number and the name and details of the facility so we can deal with your complaint efficiently.    

Complaints about illegal dumping

The best way to report illegal dumping is to ring 1850 365121 24-hours a day.  An operator at this manned 24-hour phoneline will route your compliant to the appropriate body be that the Local Authority, Gardai or the EPA.  
Environmental Liability Regulations

If you wish to: as an operator notify the Agency; or as a non-operator submit observations to the Agency about an incident which you believe has caused:

· Environmental damage
/or is an imminent threat of environmental damage to a protected species or natural habitat;

· Environmental damage/ or an imminent threat of significant damage to a water body.

· Land contamination/ or an imminent threat of land contamination that could pose a significant risk of human health being adversely affected
…And this incident occurred after April 1st 2009 you should proceed to fill out the below form and submit it in writing to the Agency along with copies of reports, correspondence or other supporting information such as photographs and maps to:
Environmental Liability Unit

Office of Environmental Enforcement

Environmental Protection Agency

Inniscarra

Co. Cork
If the event occurred before April 1st 2009 or does not  meet the criteria above you should use the options outlined in the Preamble above to make your complaint or if you’re an operator contact your local authority or your EPA enforcement inspector.  You can e-mail any questions or queries but not actual submissions to: info@epa.ie.  Or you can call 1890 335 599 and ask to speak to an inspector from the   Environmental Liability Unit. 

Instructions:

· Please complete this form in BLOCK LETTERS 

· All persons must fill in Section A

· If you are an operator fill out Section B  

· If you are a non-operator (member of the public, NGO, concerned party etc.) fill in Section C.
Section A: To be completed by all persons
Does this notification relate to:  
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B) Imminent threat of Environmental Damage 

    Occurring

Please mark with “X” 

Section B: To be completed by Operators only

1. Your Name: ______________________________________________


2. Position Within the Organisation______________________________

3. Name of Operator (company etc.)_____________________________

4. Nature of Activity
_________________________________________

5. Does the Facility operate under any licence or permit or other form of authorisation and if so who is the licensing authority _______________________________________________________

6. Name and Address of the activity to which the notification relates.  ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

7. Telephone Number (landline and mobile): ______________________

8. Fax: ____________________________________________________

9. E-mail address: ___________________________________________

10. The name of the relevant Local Authority: ______________________



11. Please supply the fullest possible account of facts giving rise to the notification including full details. The description should be as specific as possible and concentrate on the facts surrounding the environmental damage or threat of damage.  You must also include details of the imminent threat, the preventive measures taken and the outcome of preventative measures.  Please outline specific dates and times and duration of any incidents/emissions and when you became aware of the incident.  
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________

12. Details of any approaches that you already made to other authorities (e.g. Local Authority, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Fisheries Board, European Commission).  Please include copies of your correspondence with this form: 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________


13. Details of any court or other legal actions or insurance claims in relation to the environmental damage. 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

Date and Signature of operator: 

__________________________

_________________

Signature





Date

__________________

Position Held



Section C: To be completed a non-operators only (member of the public, NGO, concerned party etc.).

1. Your Name: ______________________________________________


2. Organisation/Affiliation (if any)_______________________________

3. Your name and address. ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

4. Contact telephone Number (landline and mobile): 

________________________________________________________

5. Your e-mail address: ______________________________________

6. Name of Operator (company etc. you believe may be responsible)

______________________________________________________

7. Nature of activity of Operator
 (e.g. manufacturing, recycling etc.) 

_____________________________________________________

8. Does the Facility operate under any licence or permit or other form of authorisation and if so who is the licensing authority

9. Name and Address of the Operator to which the notification relates.  ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

10. Telephone Number of Operator (if known): _____________________

11. Fax Number of Operator (if known):__________________________

12. The name of the relevant Local Authority: ______________________

________________________________________________________

13. Please enclose a report containing fullest possible account of facts giving rise to the notification including full details. The description should be as specific as possible and concentrate on the facts surrounding the environmental damage or threat of damage.  You should also include details of the imminent threat, the preventive measures taken and the outcome of preventative measures.  Please indicate how you have been affected or are likely to be affected by the instance of environmental damage.  Please outline specific dates and times and duration of any incidents/emissions and when you became aware of the incident.  
________________________________________________________


14. How have you or your organisation been affected by the Environmental Damage or Imminent Threat of Environmental Damage and what is your or your organisation’s interest in the matter:

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

`



15. Please provide details to demonstrate that you or your organisation which you represent promotes the protection of the environment has acted to promote protection of the environment during the last 12 months.
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

16. Details of any approaches that you already made to other authorities (e.g. Local Authority, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Fisheries Board, European Commission).  Please include copies of your correspondence with this form: 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

17. Details of any court or other legal actions or insurance claims in relation to the environmental damage that you are aware of. 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________

18. Date and signature of notifier

__________________________

_________________

Signature





Date

__________________

Position Held (if applicable)




















� The European Communities (Environmental Liability) Regulations 2008


� “environmental damage” means— (a) damage to protected species and natural habitats,


(b) water damage, or (c) land damage.


�HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/competition/mergers/cases/index/nace_all.html"��� Activity classification code of the liable person. (NACE code can be used pursuant to Council Regulation (EEC) No. 3037/90 of 9 October 1990)�


�HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/competition/mergers/cases/index/nace_all.html"��� Activity classification code of the liable person. (NACE code can be used pursuant to Council Regulation (EEC) No. 3037/90 of 9 October 1990)�





